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Purpose  of  the  Book 


English  composition  takes  a  long  time  to  learn.  It  also  requires  much  practice.  You  cannot  learn 
it  in  a  day,  or  a  week,  or  even  a  month.  You  must  do  a  lot  of  reading  to  see  how  other  writers 
make  their  compositions,  and  a  lot  of  writing  to  develop  your  own  writing  skills.  This  is  how 
everyone  learns  to  write  in  English.  Even  famous  writers  like  Ernest  Hemingway  and  William 
Faulkner  did  not  write  perfect  compositions  the  very  first  time  they  tried.  They  practiced  steadily 
until  they  were  good  writers.  Practice  in  writing  is  like  exercising  to  build  muscles.  You  have  to 
do  it  every  day.  Progress  may  seem  slow,  but  it  will  be  steady.  Each  writing  assignment  will 
teach  you  something  useful,  and  in  time  you  will  become  a  successful  writer. 

When  you  have  only  a  month  to  practice  for  the  TOEFL  test,  however,  you  must  take  a  different 
approach.  You  must  not  only  write  an  essay,  but  also  take  a  test.  Also,  you  have  only  a  short 
time  to  prepare.  This  may  seem  like  a  great  challenge,  but  several  things  make  it  easier.  For 
one  thing,  the  TOEFL  essay  is  not  long.  Also,  the  test  is  restricted  to  185  writing  topics  selected 
by  ETS.  Practice  writing  on  the  selected  topics,  and  you  will  improve  your  chance  of  doing  well 
on  the  writing  test  ETS  Score  6  is  not  difficult  to  achieve  rf  you  are  well  prepared. 


All  the  writing  topics  presented  in  the  TOEFL  Bulletin  are  listed  in  this  book.  37  new  writing 
topics  effective  as  of  July  1,  2001  are  included  as  well.  In  addition  to  revising  long  passages  in 
the  earlier  version,  I  lay  a  foundation  for  test-takers'  efficient  studies  in  this  book  by  providing 
test-takers  with  the  frequency  of  writing  topics  presented  in  the  actual  TOEFL  test.  Also,  I  let 
readers  themselves  check  the  information  on  how  often  specific  topics  were  presented  in  the 
actual  TOEFL  test.  For  example,  specific  writing  topics  are  not  likely  to  be  presented  in  the 
actual  TOEFL  test,  so  test-takers  can  skip  them.  This  helps  test-takers  shorten  the  preparation 
period  for  TOEFL  substantially. 

Finally,  this  book  gives  you  sample  essays  to  guide  your  writing.  They  will  show  how  to  develop 
a  topic  into  a  short  essay.  Remember,  these  are  examples.  Your  essay  may  not  be  as  polished 
as  these.  Studying  these  essays,  however,  will  improve  your  understanding  of  essay  writing 
and  give  you  a  model  to  follow.  This  is  a  good  way  to  improve  your  score  on  the  TOEFL  essay. 
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1.  Basic  Rules  for  the  TOEFL  Essay 


(1)  Restrain  your  emotions 

Do  not  try  to  convey  strong  emotion.  Restrict  content  to  facts  and  opinions  about  them.  Any 
attempt  to  convey  emotion  requires  using  long,  complex  sentences  and  difficult  vocabulary.  The 
result  is  often  an  incorrect  sentence.  You  should  therefore  restrict  content  to  facts  and  opinions, 
expressed  in  short  sentences. 


(2)  Avoid  excessive  emphasis 

Avoid  writing  an  additional  sentence  to  emphasize  your  opinion.  Most  students  studying  TOEFL 
essay  writing  lack  practice  in  English  essay  writing.  So,  their  attempts  to  emphasize  meaning  can 
result  in  wordy  or  redundant  sentences. 


(3)  Rule  out  personal  prejudice 

Writing  an  essay  is  like  drawing  on  black  paper.  In  other  words,  you  should  develop  your  idea  for 
an  essay  on  the  presumption  that  any  information  you  provide  is  not  available  to  the  reader.  For 
instance,  when  I  took  an  essay  course  in  the  U.S.,  I  wrote  an  essay  about  the  idea  that  "Korea  is 
a  conservative  society,  whereas  the  U.S.  is  an  unrestrained  and  open  society."  As  evidence,  I 
described  a  group  of  people  having  a  blind  date  together.  This  example,  I  thought,  would  show 
that  in  terms  of  sexual  relationships,  Korea  is  more  conservative  and  restrained  than  the  U.S. 
Nonetheless,  my  American  essay  teacher  thought  this  example,  which  might  appear  appropriate 
to  Koreans,  supported  the  opposite  view  instead:  namely,  that  Korean  society  is  more  open  and 
allows  a  group  of  total  strangers  to  go  out  together  for  a  blind  date.  You  cannot  argue 
persuasively  in  an  essay  unless  you  presume  that  the  essay  grader  may  not  understand  general 
ideas  that  Koreans  take  for  granted. 


(4)  Show  your  preference  clearly 

Support  your  opinion,  even  if  it  sounds  narrow,  with  evidence  and  develop  its  argument  into  one 
direction.  Doing  so  lets  you  keep  sentences  and  logical  flow  simple.  Then,  your  essay  is  more 
likely  to  be  both  correct  in  grammar  and  precise  in  meaning.  TOEFL  Essay  Writing  is  not 
designed  to  evaluate  your  opinions.  Instead,  it  measures  your  writing  ability  and  the  coherence  of 
your  reasoning. 


(5)  Keep  sentence  structure  simple 

Use  two  or  three  short  sentences  instead  if  you  think  that  a  long  sentence  is  difficult  to  write.  A 
short  sentence  is  easier  to  write  in  correct  grammar  and  can  deliver  a  clearer  message. 
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(6)  Use  transitional  expressions  for  clarity 

Using  appropriate  transitional  expressions  makes  your  argument  clearer  and  your  essay  easier  to 
understand.  Then  your  essay  can  make  a  better  impression  on  the  essay  grader.  Specific  examples 
of  transitional  expressions  are  provided  in  a  separate  chart.  In  addition,  it  is  better,  if  possible,  to  place 
an  adverbial  phrase  at  the  end  of  a  sentence.  Although  such  placement  may  seem  logically  absurd 
to  Koreans,  placing  a  main  clause  before  such  phrases  is  standard  practice  for  native  English  users. 
For  instance,  it  is  therefore  preferable  to  say,  1  am  late  because  of  illness."  As  a  rule,  undergraduates 
and  high  school  students  in  basic  writing  classes  in  the  U.S.  are  taught  to  place  an  adverbial  phrase 
after  a  main  clause  wherever  possible. 


(7)  Use  the  active  voice,  not  the  passive 

The  TOEFL  essay  requires  you  to  express  your  own  idea  in  a  clear  and  direct  way.  In  other  words, 
you  must  write  an  essay  as  clearly  as  possible  to  show  your  agreement  or  disagreement  with  a  topic 
TOEFL  provides.  To  write  such  an  essay,  use  the  active  form,  which  is  clearer  and  stronger,  instead 
of  the  passive  form. 

(8)  Do  not  overuse  conjunctions 

To  add  meaning,  many  writers  use  conjunctions  too  often.  Avoid  this  tendency.  A  good  essay 
maintains  a  smooth  flow  of  ideas  from  one  sentence  to  another  without  using  conjunctions.  Never 
start  a  sentence  with  and,  but  or  because.  That  is  bad  writing. 


(9)  Use  synonyms  for  variety 

Whenever  possible,  avoid  using  the  same  vocabulary  over  and  over.  It  is  all  right  to  use  such  a  basic 
word  as  be,  do,  have,  get  make  repeatedly.  However,  if  more  specialized  words  occur  many  times, 
replace  them  with  synonyms  or  other  words  referring  to  them.  For  instance,  a  pronoun  can  replace  a 
noun,  and  a  synonym  or  auxiliary  verb  can  replace  a  verb.  In  this  way,  you  can  achieve  diversity  of 
expression.  Adverbs,  adjectives,  and  connecting  words  follow  the  same  principle  as  nouns  and 
verbs. 


(10)  Know  the  importance  of  idioms 

Idioms  convey  subtle  nuances  of  meaning  very  effectively.  English  writing  students  therefore  must 
memorize  about  100-150  idioms  apart  from  basic  idiomatic  expressions. 


Finally,  English  writing  students  must  study  grammar  in  an  appropriate  way.  Although  emphasis  on 
grammar  has  diminished  in  CBT  TOEFL,  grammar  study  not  geared  to  a  multiple-choice  exam  remains 
necessary  to  prepare  for  the  English  writing  test.  Focus  especially  on  agreement,  redundancy,  and 
parallelism. 
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2.  Writing  Strategies 


The  writing  portion  of  TOEFL  is  not  really  about  writing.  It's  not  about  creativity,  power,  or  any  of 
those  things  that  make  a  great  writer.  They  are  not  looking  for  the  next  James  Joyce  or  J.  D. 
Salinger.  Rather,  TOEFL  is  looking  to  see  if  you  can  put  together  a  basic,  college-style  paper. 

In  fact,  ORGANIZATION  is  more  important  than  (or  at  least  as  important  as)  actual  English  usage. 
What  the  TOEFL  people  want  is  a  strong,  clear  thesis,  followed  by  clear  supporting  ideas.  The  basic 
essay  is  organized  as  follows: 

(1)  Introduction 

(A)  Opening  statement,  general. 

(B)  Background  information. 

(C)  THESIS.  Include  your  supporting  points. 

(2)  Supporting  idea  #1 

(A)  2-3  proofs  to  support  idea  #1 . 

(B)  Examples,  anecdotes,  or  other  details  to  flesh  out  each  proof. 

(3)  Supporting  idea  #2 

(A)  2-3  proofs  to  support  idea  #2. 

(B)  Examples,  anecdotes,  or  other  details  to  flesh  out  each  proof. 

(4)  Supporting  idea  #3 

(A)  2-3  proofs  to  support  idea  #3. 

(B)  Examples,  anecdotes,  or  other  details  to  flesh  out  each  proof. 

(5)  Conclusion 

(A)  Re-state  thesis. 

(B)  Make  a  general  conclusion. 

This  is  the  ideal  essay.  However,  you  have  ONLY  30  MINUTES,  so  you  will  likely  not  be  able  to  do 
all  of  this.  Do  your  best  to  complete  this,  remembering  that  OVERALL  organization  is  more 
important  than  individual  ideas.  For  example,  it  is  better  to  write  one  or  two  sentences  for  each 
supporting  idea  and  a  conclusion  than  it  is  to  write  one  long,  detailed  support  (that  would  actually  be 
bad). 

The  Thesis  is  the  MOST  IMPORTANT  PART  OF  THE  ESSAY.  For  such  a  short  paper  like  this, 
only  write  a  couple  of  sentences  of  introduction  or  background.  The  first  paragraph  should  END 
WITH  YOUR  THESIS. 
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THE  THESIS  IS  YOUR  IDEA  that  will  be  proven  throughout  the  course  of  the  essay.  It  is  not  a  fact  or  a 
detail.  It  is  not  an  either/or.  It  is  an  opinion. 

For  example,  if  the  TOEFL  question  is  "Some  people  think  it  is  important  to  have  many  friends.  Others 
believe  it  is  better  to  have  a  small  number  of  good  friends.  What  do  you  think  and  why?,"  a  potential 
thesis  might  be: 

"It  is  more  important  to  have  a  small  number  of  good  friends  than  a  lot  of  casual  friends  because  the 
most  important  parts  of  friendship  are  loyalty  and  understanding."  This  sentence  has  a  main  idea 
(small  number  of  good  friends  better  than  many  casual  friends),  and  it  tells  why  (loyalty, 
understanding).  One  support  paragraph  will  then  be  about  loyalty,  and  another  will  be  about 
understanding. 

"In  some  ways,  lots  of  friends  are  good,  in  other  ways  deep  friends  are  good"  is  NOT  a  good  thesis.  It 
does  not  take  a  position.  It  has  no  opinion.  It  just  restates  TOEFL's  question. 

"I  have  three  good  friends"  is  also  not  a  thesis.  It  is  a  detail,  not  an  opinion. 

"I  think  friends  are  very  important"  is  also  off-topic.  The  question  is  about  which  opinion  is  better,  not 
about  the  importance  of  friendship  in  general. 

I  cannot  state  enough  how  important  it  is  to  have  a  strong,  clear  thesis!  If  the  thesis  is  poor  or 
non-existent,  you  will  not  get  a  good  grade. 

Each  support  paragraph  will  then  present  a  different  proof  of  your  thesis.  For  "friendship  is  about 
loyalty,"  you  might  mention  why  loyalty  is  important  and  why  loyalty  is  more  likely  when  you  have  a 
small  number  of  good  friends.  For  "friendship  is  about  understanding,"  similarly  describe  why 
understanding  is  important,  and  why  a  small  number  of  good  friends  will  create  better  understanding. 
Whatever  you  write  in  your  support  paragraphs,  ALWAYS  REMEMBER  YOUR  THESIS. 

All  your  supporting  ideas  should  be  written  with  your  thesis  in  mind.  In  the  loyalty  paragraph,  if  you 
wrote  that  "having  a  large  number  of  friends  is  evidence  of  having  a  lot  of  loyalty  in  your  life,"  you  are 
hurting  your  essay.  That  would  prove  the  opposite  point  from  your  thesis.  It  is  also  easy  to  go  off-topic 
and  write  about  things  that  are  not  important.  Again,  you  only  have  30  minutes  -  every  sentence 
should  count!  You  have  no  time  for  empty,  off-topic  sentences. 

At  the  end,  restate  your  thesis,  but  using  different  words.  Also,  restate  your  main  points. 

"For  all  these  reasons,  having  a  small  number  of  good  friends  is  more  important  than  having  many 
friends"  is  a  possible  thesis.  Or,  "Only  people  who  are  loyal  and  who  understand  you  are  true  friends." 
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All  that  said,  you  do  need  to  know  how  to  write  grammatically  correct  sentences.  Once  your  essay  is 
basically  completed,  go  back  over  it  and  try  to  improve  the  grammar.  Proofread.  Have  you  overused 
any  words  ("good,"  "very,"  and  "important"  are  some  common  culprits)?  If  so,  find  some  synonyms. 
Beware  of  T  and  "me."  If  possible,  write  the  essay  in  the  third  person  -  it  is  considered  more  formal 
and  collegiate.  Similarly,  avoid  contractions  and  slang.  Do  not  use  "I  wanna"  or  "gonna"  or  the  like.  It 
is  better  to  avoid  contractions  like  "ifs,"  "they're,"  and  "lets,"  although  this  is  probably  less  important  to 
the  TOEFL  people. 
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3.  Summary  of  Transitional  Expressions 


Transitional  Expressions 

To  Conclude 

At  last, 

Finally,  Eventually,  In  the  end, 

In  conclusion,  To  conclude, 

Conclusively, 

In  closing, 

In  short,  In  brief, 

In  summary,  To  sum  up, 

To  Contrast 

Although ... 

Dissimilarly, 

However, 

In  contrast, 

Nevertheless, 

On  the  contrary, 

On  the  other  hand, 

Otherwise, 

Unlike, 

While ... 

To  Support  or  Give  an  Example 

As  follows ... 

A  is  an  example  of  B 

For  example, 

For  instance, 

In  this  instance, 

To  give  a  specific  example, 

To  illustrate ... 

To  Support  Further 

Another  example  is ... 
Another  reason  is  that ... 
Furthermore, 
In  addition, 
Moreover, 
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Transitional  Expressions 

Similar  to... 

Similarly, 

To  Compare 

Like ... 

Likewise, 

Correspond  to  ... 

Correspondingly, 

As  a  result 

Because... 

Because  of ... 

Consequently, 

To  Link  or  Show  Results 

Due  to ... 

For  this  reason, 

Hence, 

So, 

Therefore, 

Thus, 

From  my  point  of  view, 

In  my  opinion, 

To  Express  an  Opinion 

In  my  view, 

It  seems  that ... 

Personally, 

1  think ... 

Generally, 

To  Generalize 

Generally  speaking, 

In  general, 

On  the  whole, 

In  other  words, 

To  Define  or  Explain 

To  clarify, 

To  explain, 

To  paraphrase, 
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4.  Essay  Ratings 

Score  Level  6:  An  essay  at  this  level 

-  effectively  addresses  the  writing  task 

-  is  well  organized  and  well  developed 

-  uses  clearly  appropriate  details  to  support  a  thesis  or  illustrate  ideas 

-  displays  consistent  facility  in  the  use  of  language 

-  demonstrates  syntactic  variety  and  appropriate  word  choice 

Score  Level  5:  An  essay  at  this  level 

-  may  address  some  parts  of  the  task  more  effectively  than  others 

-  is  generally  well  organized  and  developed 

-  uses  details  to  support  a  thesis  or  illustrate  an  idea 

-  displays  facility  in  the  use  of  language 

-  demonstrates  some  syntactic  variety  and  range  of  vocabulary 

Score  Level  4:  An  essay  at  this  level 

-  addresses  the  writing  topic  adequately  but  may  slight  parts  of  the  task 

-  is  adequately  organized  and  developed 

-  uses  some  details  to  support  a  thesis  or  illustrate  an  idea 

-  demonstrates  adequate  but  possibly  inconsistent  facility  with  syntax  and  usage 

-  may  contain  some  errors  that  occasionally  obscure  meaning 

Score  Level  3:  An  essay  at  this  level  may  reveal  one  or  more  of  the  following  weaknesses: 

-  inadequate  organization  or  development 

-  inappropriate  or  insufficient  details  to  support  or  illustrate  generalizations 

-  a  noticeably  inappropriate  choice  of  words  or  word  forms 

-  an  accumulation  of  errors  in  sentence  structure  and/or  usage 

Score  Level  2:  An  essay  at  this  level  is  seriously  flawed  by  one  or  more  of  the  following  weaknesses: 

-  serious  disorganization  or  underdevelopment 

-  little  or  no  detail,  or  irrelevant  specifics 

-  serious  and  frequent  errors  in  sentence  structure  or  usage 

-  serious  problems  with  focus 

Score  Level  1 :  An  essay  at  this  level 

-  may  be  incoherent 

-  may  be  undeveloped 

-  may  contain  severe  and  persistent  writing  errors 

Score  Level  0:  An  essay  will  be  rated  0  if  it 

-  contains  no  response 

-  merely  copies  the  topic 

-  is  off-topic,  is  written  in  a  foreign  language,  or  consists  only  of  keystroke  characters 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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Parents  make  the  best  teachers.  Do  you  agree  a  dsagree 
with  that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  42 

002 
IrkirCrb 

Imagine  that  a  company  plans  to  buid  a  big  factory  in  your 
town.  Discuss  how  the  factory  might  jnprove  or  harm  your 
communty.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  the  plan  to  buid  the 
factory?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support 
your  position. 

Typel 

p.  43 

005 

-kirkttit 

• 

008 

Some  people  say  television  has  left  farniy  members 
unable  to  communicate  with  one  another.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  wrlh  that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  44 

*++tt 

"Success  is  due  only  to  hard  work  Luck  does  not  make  a 
person  successful  or  unsuccessful"  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  opinion?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  45 

010 

•••-firfr 

•    • 

Universities  should  provide  as  much  money  for  sports 
programs  as  for  their  Ibraries.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  view?  Use  specffic  examples  and  reasons  to 
explaffi  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  46 

011 

•••£-&• 

016 

There  is  a  proposal  to  buid  a  new  restaurant  in  your 
neighborhood.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  proposal? 
Why?  Use  specffic  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  47 

The  country  is  a  better  place  for  chidren  to  grow  up  than  a 
large  dry  is.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  48 

020 

W     W     W     »-x     *~, 
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Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  big  shopping  center  in 
your  community.  Do  you  favor  a  oppose  this  plan?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 

Typel 

p.  49 

025 

xx*?» 

Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  new  motion  picture 
theater  b  your  community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this 
plan?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support 
your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  50 

026 

*•••£ 

027 

Some  people  think  we  sometimes  should  do  things  that  we 
do  not  like.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  51 

028 

Some  people  say  that  famous  people  like  movie  stars  get 
too  much  attention  from  the  media  -television,  radio, 
magazines,  and  newspapers.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  opinion?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  52 

Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  new  high  school  in 
your  neighborhood.  Would  you  favor  or  oppose  building 
the  new  school?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  53 

030 

**■£"&■& 

Employees  of  businesses  should  be  hired  for  their  whole 
lives  when  they  get  jobs.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  54 

034 

•••££ 

Some  people  think  attending  live  performances  (of 
concerts,  plays,  football  games,  et  cetera)  is  betterthan 
watching  those  events  on  television.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  55 

035 

*•••£ 
[New] 

•   •   • 

037 

Some  people  say  that  all  progress  is  desirable.  Do  you 
agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  56 

038 

People  in  the  present  can  benefit  from  studying  the  past 
Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  57 
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039 

•frV.  '    . 

Do  you  agree  that  technology  helps  students  team  more 
information,  more  quickly,  than  ever  before,  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  58 

040 

When  people  say,  "Never  quit,"  they  mean  we  should 
always  keep  working  toward  our  goals.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  59 

041 

Many  people  think  it  is  more  important  to  preserve  land  for 
endangered  animals  than  to  use  land  for  people's  needs, 
such  as  farming,  homes,  and  factories.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  60 

049 

Communicating  with  other  people  in  person,  face  to  face,  is 
better  than  communicating  with  them  by  telephone,  letters, 
or  e-mail.  Do  you  agree  with  that  statement,  or  not?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  61 

053 

Some  people  say  how  much  money  one  makes  is  the 
most  important  thing  about  a  job.  Do  you  agree,  or  not? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  62 

054 

Some  people  say  one  should  never  judge  a  person  by  the 
way  he  or  she  looks  on  the  outside.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  63 

055 

Many  people  thhk  one  should  never  make  a  big  decision 
al  by  oneserf.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  64 

058 

Some  people  think  business  should  do  anything  it  can  to 
make  money.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  65 

060 

It  is  said  that  games  are  equally  important  for  children  and 
for  adults.  Do  you  agree  with  that  viewpoint  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  66 
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061 

Some  people  think  that  parents  or  other  grown  relatives 
should  make  major  decisions  on  behalf  of  their  teenaged 
children  aged  1 5  to  1 8.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
view?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  67 

063 

[New] 

We  have  many  experiences  that  seem  unpleasant  at  the 
time  but  actually  help  prepare  us  for  the  future.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  68 

066 

[New] 

Classmates  do  more  than  parents  to  influence  chidren's 
performance  in  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  69 

072 

[New] 

Giving  grades  (or  marks)  or  schodwork  gives  students  a 
motive  to  study  and  team.  Do  you  agree  a  disagree  with 
that  viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  70 

074 

[New] 

Travel  is  most  enjoyable  when  you  are  in  a  group 
conducted  by  a  tour  guide.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  71 

• 

076 

[New] 

Children  should  begin  studying  a  foreign  language  as  soon 
as  they  begin  going  to  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  policy?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  72 

077 

Jtirtrfrit 

[New] 

There  should  be  separate  schools  for  girts  and  for  boys.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  73 

081 

[New] 

Some  people  say  technology  has  improved  our  world.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  74 

082 

[New] 

Advertising  reveals  much  about  a  country.  Do  you  agree 
with  that  opinion,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  75 
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083 

[New] 

Some  people  think  technology  is  giving  the  world  a  single, 
uniform  culture.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  76 

088 

[New] 

Some  people  think  that  because  of  email  and  telephones, 
communication  among  people  is  less  persona!  now  than  it 
used  to  be.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  77 

094 

[New] 

Some  people  say  that  dancing  is  an  important  part  of  a 
culture.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  78 

Teachers'  pay  should  depend  on  how  successfully  their 
students  team.  Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  79 

097 

••••* 

Some  people  think  that  schools  should  allow  students  to 
evaluate  teachers.  Do  you  support  or  oppose  that  opinion? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p80 

102 

••*&•& 

People  behave  in  different  ways  when  they  wear  different 
clothes.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint? 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  81 

119 

xxxww 

•    •   • 

One  can  make  decisions  quickly,  or  after  thinking  long  and 
carefully.  Some  people  say  it  is  always  wrong  to  make  a 
decision  quickly.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  82 

120 

••••ft 

"People  always  want  more  than  what  they  have  already,  or 
something  new  and  different  They  are  never  satisfied  with 
what  they  have  already."  Do  you  agree  with  this  statement, 
or  not?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  ar  id  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.83    . 

122 

••••• 

We  should  read  only  books  that  are  about  actual  persons 
and  events,  or  proven  facts.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  84 

123 

•*■■*•  •*■■*■  vv 
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Literature  and  histay  are  more  important  subjects  for 
students  than  mathematics  and  science.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  85 

124 

•••££ 

Courses  in  music  and  art  should  be  required  for  students  in 
high  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  86 

125 

••••# 

126 

Older  people  have  nothing  to  team  from  the  young.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  87 

Reading  fiction,  such  as  short  stories  and  novels,  is  more 
fun  than  watching  motion  pictures.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  88 

127 

•••*■& 

131 

The  only  successful  person  is  someone  who  makes  large 
amounts  of  money.  Do  you  agree  with  that  opinion,  or  not? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  89 

0 

Childhood,  or  the  period  between  birth  and  age  12,  is  the 
most  important  part  of  an  individual' s  life.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 

Typel 

p.  90 

133 

•*•■&£ 

•   •   • 

As  soon  as  children  can  help  with  work  around  the  house, 
they  should  be  required  to  do  so.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 

Typel 

p.  91 

134 

*••■£■£ 

136 

You  can  enjoy  playing  a  game  only  if  you  win.  Do  you 
agree,  or  not?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  92 

High  schools  should  let  students  choose  the  subjects  that 
they  want  to  study.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  93 

137 

••••ft 

•    • 

138 

Being  a  member  of  a  group  is  preferable  to  be hg  the 
group's  leader.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  94 

• 
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148 

We  learn  much  about  life  by  playing  games.  Do  you  agree 
or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
details  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type*! 

p.  95 

150 

[New] 

Watching  television  is  a  harmful  influence  on  children.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  96 

A  zoo  serves  no  practical  purpose.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  97 

153 

-kicktcti 

•  •   •  • 

173 

Some  people  believe  that  it  harms  a  friendship  when  one 
borrows  money  from  a  friend.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  this  opinion?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  detais  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  98 
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009 

Some  peopte  prefer  to  live  in  big  cities,  whereas  other 
people  enjoy  living  in  small  towns.  In  which  place  would 
you  prefer  to  Sve?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  102 

•   ••«••«••* 

•••** 

Some  people  prefer  to  prepare  and  eat  meals  at  home. 
Other  people  would  rather  eat  at  a  food  stand  or  restaurant 
Which  place  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  103 

013 

••••a 

•   • 

014 

Some  people  think  that  university  students  should  not  be 
required  to  attend  classes.  Other  people  think  attendance 
should  be  required.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  104 

•*£££ 

017 

Some  people  prefer  learning  from  a  teacher,  whereas 
other  people  prefer  to  learn  by  themselves.  Which  method 
do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
in  your  explanation. 

Type  2 

p.  105 

Some  people  say  we  humans  are  harming  the  Earth 
through  our  activities,  but  other  people  say  we  are 
improving  the  quality  of  life  on  our  planet  Which  opinion  do 
you  agree  with?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  106 

029 

•••£# 

031 

Would  you  rather  spend  your  whole  life  in  one  place,  or 
move  now  and  then  to  find  a  better  job,  home,  or 
community?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  107 

• 

032 

Some  people  think  it  is  better  to  save  money  for  use  at 
some  future  date.  Other  people  prefer  to  spend  and  enjoy 
money  as  they  earn  it  Which  plan  do  you  think  is  better? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  108 
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Imagine  that  someone  has  given  you  some  money  as  a 
gift  With  the  money,  you  could  either  buy  an  attractive 
piece  of  jewelry  or  go  to  a  concert  Which  do  you  think  is  a 
better  use  of  the  money?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  109 

033 

••••£ 

•   • 

044 

Some  people  prefer  to  travel  atone  when  they  take  a  trip. 
Other  people  prefer  to  travel  with  companions.  Which  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  110 

045 

Do  you  prefer  to  get  up  early  in  the  day  to  begin  work,  or 
would  you  rather  get  up  later  in  the  day  and  work  until  late 
in  the  evening?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  111 

047 

Which  would  you  rather  work  for  a  large  company,  or  a 
small  company?  Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  112 

• 

050 

Some  people  Ike  to  try  new  activities,  even  if  doing  so  is 
risky.  Other  people  prefer  to  do  things  they  already  know 
how  to  do.  Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  113 

051 

Some  people  think  one  must  make  changes  and  take  risks 
to  succeed  in  one' s  life  and  career.  Other  people  say  that 
making  plans  slowly  and  carefully  is  the  way  to  be 
successful.  Which  do  you  think  is  the  better  route  to 
success?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  114 

056 

A  company  plans  to  give  money  to  either  improve  the 
environment  or  promote  the  arts.  Which  plan  do  you  think 
is  the  better  use  for  the  money?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  115 

057 

•ft  •&  ■&-&■& 

Movies  have  different  purposes.  Some  are  just 
entertainment  meant  to  amuse  the  audience.  Other 
movies  are  more  serious  and  try  to  make  the  audience 
think  about  something.  Which  kind  of  movie  do  you  like 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  116 
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059 

Some  people  always  seem  to  be  in  a  hum/ to  go 
somewhere  or  do  something.  Other  people  take  life  more 
slowly  and  take  more  time  to  do  things.  Which  attitude  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  117 

064 

[New] 

Some  people  prefer  to  work  at  a  job  for  an  employer, 
whereas  other  people  would  rather  work  for  themselves  or 
own  their  own  businesses.  Which  do  you  think  is  best  to 
own  a  business,  to  work  for  yourself,  or  to  have  a  job  for  an 
employer?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  118 

065 

[New] 

A  city  can  preserve  dd,  historically  important  buildings  or 
tear  them  down  and  put  up  new  buildings.  Which  policy  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  119 

067 

[New] 

Imagine  you  are  an  employer.  Which  kind  of  employee 
would  you  rather  hire:  a  beginning  worker  who  will  work  for 
a  low  salary,  or  an  experienced  worker  who  requires  a 
higher  salary?  Which  would  you  prefer?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  120 

070 

[New] 

Many  people  think  automobiles  have  caused  major 
problems  for  us,  but  other  people  think  automobiles  have 
made  our  lives  better.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  121 

071 

[New] 

Which  would  you  prefer  a  job  with  a  high  salary  and  long 
hours  that  keeps  you  away  from  friends  and  family,  or  a  job 
with  a  lower  salary  that  gives  you  more  time  with  family  and 
friends?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  preference. 

Type  2 

p.  122 

073 

[New] 

Some  people  say  that  computers  have  made  life  more 
difficult  and  complicated.  Other  people  think  that  computers 
make  our  fives  easier,  safer,  and  less  troublesome.  Which 
view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  123 

075 

[New] 

Some  universities  make  students  specialize  in  a  single 
subject  Other  universities  make  students  take  courses  in 
many  different  subjects.  Which  policy  do  you  think  is 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  124 
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078 

■fr -ft  ■&•&•& 
[New] 

Which  do  you  consider  more  important  to  be  able  to  work 
on  your  own,  or  to  be  able  to  work  as  part  of  a  team?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  125 

079 

[New] 

Your  city  plans  to  buid  a  monument  to  a  famous  person 
from  your  country.  Whom  would  you  select?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  126 

084 

[New] 

People  have  different  opinions  about  the  Internet  Some 
people  say  that  the  Internet  gives  us  much  valuable 
information.  Other  people  believe  that  having  so  much 
information  causes  problems.  Which  opinion  do  you 
support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  127 

092 

[New] 

In  which  place  would  you  rather  live:  one  with  the  same 
weather  or  climate  all  the  year,  or  one  with  weather  that 
changes  from  season  to  season?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  128 

Some  people  think  governments  should  spend  large 
amounts  of  money  to  explore  outer  space.  Other  people 
think  that  this  money  should  be  used  to  improve  6fe  on 
Earth  instead.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  129 

095 

•••££ 

There  are  many  ways  to  relieve  stress.  Some  people  read, 
others  do  exercises,  and  still  others  work  around  their 
homes.  Which  way  would  you  prefer  to  relieve  stress?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  130 

096 

*••££ 

•   •   • 

You  are  at  a  university  where  two  students  must  share 
each  dormitory  room.  Would  you  prefer  to  select  your  own 
roommate,  or  let  the  university  assign  a  roommate  to  you? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  131 

099 

• 

100 

Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  large  amounts  of 
money  to  buy  or  develop  computer  technology,  or  should 
that  money  be  spent  for  other,  basic  purposes?  Which  one 
of  these  options  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  132 

•  «   •   • 
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Some  people  prefer  doing  work  with  machines,  whereas 
other  people  prefer  working  with  their  hands.  Which  do  you 
think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  133 

101 

••••* 

Some  people  think  that  all  students  should  be  able  to 
attend  a  college  or  university.  Other  people  think  that  only 
good  students  should  be  able  to  do  so.  Discuss  these 
opinions.  Which  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  134 

107 

•••ft* 

• 

s 
Some  people  prefer  to  spend  most  of  their  time  with 
friends.  Other  people  prefer  to  be  atone  most  of  the  time. 
Which  way  of  life  do  you  prefer?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
support  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  135 

110 

••••£ 

•   •   • 

114 

Do  you  think  young  adults  are  influenced  more  by  their 
friends  or  by  their  family?  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  136 

-kiricifir 

In  your  opinion,  which  is  best  to  learn  by  doing  things,  by 
talking  about  them,  or  by  listening  to  other  people  talk  about 
them?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  137 

116 

•••£* 

•   •   •   • 

128 

Some  people  think  students  should  spend  the  whole  day 
at  school  on  their  studies.  Other  people  think  physical 
exercise  should  be  required  for  part  of  each  school  day. 
Which  view  do  you  favor?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  138 

•••■&# 

A  university  intends  to  start  a  new  research  institution  in 
your  country.  It  might  be  either  for  research  in  business  or 
for  farming  (agriculture).  Which  of  these  would  you 
recommend,  and  why?  Provide  specific  reasons  for  your 
choice. 

Type  2 

p.  139 

129 

•••£# 

•   • 

135 

Should  high  schools  require  all  students  to  wear  uniforms, 
or  should  high  schools  let  students  decide  what  they  will 
wear  to  school?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  140 

•••#£ 
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140 

[New] 

Many  products  (dofriing,  chairs,  et  cetera)  can  be  made  by 
machine  or  by  hand.  Do  you  prefer  hand-made  or 
machine-made  products?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  141 

143 

Should  students  have  one  long  vacation  each  year,  or 
several  brief  vacations?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  142 

•••&•££ 

Which  do  you  think  makes  a  better  place  to  live:  a  modem 
apartment  or  a  traditional  home?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  143 

144 

•••££ 

145 

Does  advertising  help  us  by  bringing  new  and  useful 
products  to  our  attention,  or  does  advertising  urge  us  to  buy 
more  than  we  really  need?  Which  opinion  do  you  support? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  144 

*•£££ 

Would  you  rather  spend  your  leisure  time  indoors  or 
outdoors?  Which  would  you  select?  Why?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  145 

146 

•••ft* 

Would  you  prefer  to  study  at  a  traditional  school,  or  at 
home,  using  computers  and  television  to  make  your  home 
a  "classroom"?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  146 

157 

•••&# 

• 

When  you  have  to  complain  about  a  product,  do  you  think 
it  is  better  to  write  a  letter  of  complaint  or  to  make  your 
complaint  h  person?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples 
to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  147 

160 

•••■&# 

Your  school  has  enough  money  to  buy  either  books  for  its 
library  or  computers  for  its  students.  Do  you  think  the 
school  should  buy  computers  or  books?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  148 

167 

*••#•& 

Do  you  prefer  classes  where  teachers  do  all  the  talking,  or 
where  students  are  allowed  to  speak  too?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  149 

175 

••••&# 
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Which  do  you  think  would  be  the  better  policy  in  your 
country:  to  develop  land  for  houses  and  business,  or  to 
leave  the  land  undeveloped  and  natural?  Use  specific 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  150 

181 

••••# 

• 

Do  you  prefer  to  study  alone,  or  as  part  of  a  group  of 
students?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  151 

184 

••••• 

•   •   • 

Imagine  you  had  enough  money  to  buy  either  a  business 
or  a  home.  Which  would  you  prefer  to  buy?  Use  specific 
reasons  to  explain  your  preference. 

Type  2 

p.  152 

185 

••••ft 

•   •  •  • 
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001 

-kittrtitr 

People  have  many  different  reasons  for  attending  colege 
or  university:  for  example,  to  advance  their  careers  or 
acquire  specialized  knowledge.  What  reasons  do  you  think 
people  have  for  attending  college  or  university?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  156 

•   •    • 

003 

Food  today  is  much  easierto  prepare  than  it  used  to  be. 
Do  we  live  better  because  of  that  change?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  157 

How  do  television  and  motion  pictures  affect  our  behavior? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  158 

007 

*ifktrti 

012 

When  many  people  vist  a  new  place,  they  stop  at  a 
museum  there.  Why  do  you  imagine  people  stop  at 
museums?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  159 

••••fr* 

Neighbors  are  the  people  who  five  closest  to  us.  What  are 
the  qualities  that  you  think  make  a  person  a  good 
neighbor?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  160 

015 

****-u- 

What  qualfes  do  you  think  make  a  person  a  good  boss  or 
supervisor?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  in  your 
explanation. 

Type  3 

p.  161 

018 

•••*£ 

019 

Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  more  money  to 
improve  highways  and  roads,  or  to  improve  pubftc 
transportations  such  as  buses,  subways,  and  trails?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  162 
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021 

As  a  rule,  people  live  longer  now  than  they  used  to.  Why 
do  you  think  this  is  happening?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  163 

••##£ 

On  the  job,  we  work  with  various  kinds  of  people.  These 
people  are  our  co-workers.  What  do  you  think  are  good 
qualities  for  a  cc-worker  to  have?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  164 

022 

•*••£ 

Teenagers  in  some  nations  work  at  jobs  while  they  are  still 
in  school.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  idea  for  students  to  have 
jobs?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  165 

023 

•••£# 

Someone  you  know  plans  to  move  to  your  community. 
What  do  you  think  that  person  would  find  pleasant  or 
unpleasant  about  your  community?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  166 

024 

•••£# 

•   •  «  • 

036 

Look  at  the  list  of  the  following  kinds  of  transportation: 
airplanes,  automobiles,  or  bicycles.  Pick  one  of  those 
vehicles  and  describe  how  you  think  1  has  changed  our 
lives.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  167 

042 

A  successful  person  in  our  modem  world  needs  many 
skills.  Which  skill  do  you  think  is  most  important  to 
success?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  168 

043 

Some  people  enjoy  dangerous  activities  such  as 
hazardous  sports.  Why  do  you  think  those  people  like  such 
activities?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  169 

046 

What  quafifes  do  you  think  one  needs  to  be  a  good 
daughter  or  son?  Do  you  think  those  qualities  are  different 
now  in  your  society  than  they  used  to  be,  or  are  they  still  the 
same  as  always?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  170 

TOEFL  Writing   31 


No  & 
foau^                A  Ust  of  Essay  Topics  (By  Category)             Category    Page       Distribution 

048 

People  work  because  they  must  make  money  to  live.  That 
is  one  reason  why  people  work.  What  other  reasons  do 
people  have  for  working?  Discuss  at  least  one  of  those 
reasons.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  171 

052 

How  would  you  change  your  hometown  to  make  it  more 
attractive  to  people  of  your  own  age?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  172 

062 

[New] 

Would  you  prefer  a  friend  who  is  dependable,  someone 
who  is  very  intelligent,  or  someone  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor?  Which  of  these  quattes,  in  your  opinion,  is  most 
important  in  a  friend?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  173 

068 

[New] 

Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  teachers  to  assign 
homework  for  students  every  day?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  174 

080 

trick 

[New] 

Which  custom  from  your  country  do  you  think  people  in 
other  countries  should  adopt?  Select  a  custom,  and  use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  175 

085 

[New] 

Someone  from  another  country  has  only  a  single  day  to 
visit  your  country.  Where  do  you  recommend  the  visitor 
should  go  for  that  day,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  176 

087 

[New] 

There  have  been  many  discoveries  in  the  past  100  years. 
In  your  opinion,  which  discovery  has  done  the  most  to  help 
your  country?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  177 

093 

[New] 

Students  at  many  schools  and  universities  must  five  with 
roommates.  Which  qualities  do  you  think  a  good 
roommate  should  have?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  178 

103 

What  is  the  qualiy  (inteligence,  honesty,  etc.)  that  you 
consider  most  important  to  making  a  person  a  success  in 
Fife?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer.  You  may  choose  qualities  other  than  those 
mentioned  in  the  prompt 

Type  3 

p.  179 
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130 

Some  young  children  spend  much  time  playing  sports. 
What  are  the  positive  and  negative  aspects  of  this 
practice?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  180 

*••£& 

In  your  opinion,  which  room  in  a  house  is  the  most 
important?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  181 

139 

irkirirA 

•  •  • 

, 

A  gift  (such  as  sports  equipment  a  musical  instrument,  et 
cetera)  can  help  a  child  develop.  Which  gift  would  you  give 
a  chid  to  help  him  or  her  develop?  Why?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  182 

142 

****■& 

Someone  has  given  your  school  a  large  amount  of  money 
as  a  gift  How  do  you  think  the  school  could  spend  the 
money  best?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  183 

147 

•••** 

•  •   • 

Which  animal  in  your  country  is  most  important?  Why? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  184 

151 

•••££ 

152 

Major  natural  resources  like  forests  and  fresh  water  are 
being  lost  in  many  countries.  Select  one  resource  that  is 
being  lost  and  explain  why  we  must  save  it  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  185 

•    • 

154 

Some  countries  have  banned  smoking  in  public  places 
and  office  buildings.  What  is  your  point  of  view  regarding 
that  policy?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain 
your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  186 

•••■&£ 

•   •   •   • 

Plants  supply  us  with  many  important  things,  from  food  to 
medication.  Select  one  kind  of  plant  and  explain  why  it  is 
important  to  you  or  people  in  your  country.  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  187 

155 

•••## 

Do  you  think  we  should  give  special  attention  to  the 
opinions  of  famous  people  such  as  athletes,  movie  stars, 
and  musicians?  Why,  or  why  not?  Use  specific  reasons 
and  examples  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  188 

158 

•••## 

• 
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The  world  changed  greatly  in  the  20th  century.  What  do 
you  consider  one  important  change  that  occurred  in  the 
20th  century?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  189 

159 

•  •••  . 

•   • 

161 

People  who  receive  special  gifts  remember  them  long 
afterward.  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  190 

-krkirtrk 

• 

Do  you  think  some  famous  entertainers  and  athletes 
deserve  to  receive  millions  of  dollars  per  year  in  salaries? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  191 

162 

•*•■£■& 

Is  frteracy,  the  abflity  to  read  and  write,  more  important  now 
than  it  used  to  be?  Why,  a  why  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  192 

163 

*••#£ 

•   •   • 

There  are  many  different  ways  to  maintain  good  health. 
What  do  you  do  to  keep  yourself  healthy?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  193 

164 

•••ft* 

•   •   •   • 

You  have  chosen  to  spend  several  hours  each  month 

p.  194 

165 

doing  something  to  benefit  your  community.  What  is  one      ' 

thing  you  would  do,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

•••ftft 

166 

Adults  are  treated  differently  from  children.  Which  events, 
such  as  ceremonies  or  customs,  make  the  difference 
between  a  child  and  an  adult?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  195 

•••■ftft 

[New] 

Why  do  you  think  many  students  choose  to  attend  schools 
or  universities  abroad,  outside  their  own  countries?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  196 

168 

••••ft 

169 

ftftftftft 

People  listen  to  music  on  many  different  occasions  and  for 
many  different  reasons.  Why  do  you  think  music  is 
important  in  our  fives?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  197 
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rfOCfUQiiCy 

170 

Organizations  and  groups  play  an  important  part  in  many 
people' s  lives.  Why  do  so  many  people  consider  groups 
and  organizations  important?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  198 

**•&£# 

172 

How  can  schools  help  students  handle  problems  that  the 
students  face  when  they  move  to  new  schools?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  199 

174 

Each  new  generation  of  people  differs  somehow  from 
earlier  generations.  How  does  your  generation  differ  from 
the  previous  (your  parents')  generation?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  200 

178 

Now  that  we  have  entered  the  21st  century,  what  are  some 
changes  that  you  expect  to  see  in  the  new  century?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  201 

•   •   • 

In  your  opinion,  what  are  some  qualities  needed  to  be  a 
good  parent?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  202 

179 

••••£ 

180 

Why  do  you  think  moves  are  popular  all  around  the  world? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  203 

Some  people  are  very  fond  of  their  pets  and  treat  their  pets 
almost  as  family  members.  Do  you  approve  or  disapprove 
of  this  kind  of  relationship  with  pets?  Why?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  204 

182 

••••# 

• 

Motion  pictures  reveal  much  about  the  countries  where 
they  were  made.  What  can  you  learn  about  a  country  by 
watching  its  motion  pictures?  Use  specific  examples  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  205 

183 

••••$ 
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Type  4  (CP):  Compare  and  Prefer 


Compare  and  Prefer  Question 


Kir*  ft 

Freauencv             A  Ust  of  Essay  Topics  (By  Category)             Category     Page       Distribution 

004 

There  is  a  saying,  "Not  al  knowledge  is  found  in  books." 
Compare  and  contrast  knowledge  acquired  from  books 
with  knowledge  acquired  from  experience.  Which  do  you 
consider  more  important,  and  why? 

Type  4 

p.  208 

104 

Which  group  do  you  think  contributes  more  of  value  to 
society:  artists  or  scientists?  Compare  the  contributions  of 
each  group.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  209 

105 

Students  at  a  university  may  choose  to  6ve  in  dormitories 
on  campus,  and  in  apartments  in  town.  Compare  the 
advantages  of  each  plan.  Which  do  you  think  is  better? 
Use  specific  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  4 

p.  210 

Imagine  that  you  must  travel  40  mites  (64  km)  from  your 
home  to  another  place.  Compare  various  kinds  of 
transportation  could  you  use,  and  which  would  you  select? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  211 

106 

••••* 

Is  it  better  to  learn  about  life  through  your  own  experience, 
or  through  advice  from  friends  and  family?  Compare  the 
advantages  of  these  two  options,  and  which  would  you 
prefer?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  212 

108 

iriticirtt 

Imagine  that  you  have  to  move  to  another  country.  Do  you 
think  it  is  better  to  keep  your  own  customs,  a  to  adopt  the 
new  country's  customs?  Why?  Compare  these  two 
options.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  213 

109 

•••■6-fr 
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Which  way  do  you  prefer  to  spend  time:  with  a  small 
number  of  close  friends,  or  with  many  friends?  Compare 
these  two  options.  Use  specific  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  214 

111 

••ftftft 

Should  children  spend  most  of  their  time  at  play,  or  should 
they  start  going  to  school  as  early  as  possible?  Compare 
these  two  choices.  Which  do  you  support,  and  why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  215 

112 

•••ft* 

•   •  •  • 

Imagine  that  the  government  intends  to  build  a  new 
university.  Would  your  town  be  a  good  place  to  build  the 
university?  Why,  or  why  not?  Compare  the  advantages 
with  the  disadvantages  of  having  a  new  university  in  your 
town.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  216 

113 

•••ftft 

Do  you  think  it  is  better  to  make  plans  h  detail  for  activities 
in  your  leisure  time,  or  leave  free  time  unplanned? 
Compare  these  two  views.  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  217 

115 

•••ftft 

Which  kind  of  friend  do  you  prefer  someone  who  is  much 
like  you,  or  someone  who  is  different  from  you?  Why? 
Compare  the  advantages  of  having  these  two  kinds  of 
friends. 

Type  4 

p.  218 

117 

••••ft 

118 

Some  people  enjoy  fresh  experiences  and  change  in  their 
lives.  Other  people  prefer  what  they  already  know,  and  do 
not  like  changes  in  their  lives.  Compare  these  two  attitudes. 
Which  do  you  favor,  and  why? 

Type  4 

p.  219 

••ftftft 

121 

••ftftft 

♦ 
Some  people  think  first  impressions  of  an  individual's 
character  are  usually  correct.  Other  people  hesitate  to 
judge  a  person  on  first  meeting  him  or  her,  because  they 
think  first  impressions  are  misleading.  Compare  these  two 
options.  What  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  220 

Imagine  that  a  friend  of  yours  has  been  given  a  sum  of 
money  and  plans  to  spend  it  all  either  to  buy  an 
automobile,  or  to  take  a  vacation.  If  your  friend  asked  you 
for  advice,  what  would  you  say?  Compare  these  two 
options  and  explain  which  one  you  think  is  better  for  your 
friend.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

Type  4 

p.  221 

177 

••••ft 
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Type  5  (IF):  If 


If  Question 


No,  & 
Frequency             A  List  of  Essay  Topics  ^Category)             Category    Page       Distribution 

006 

Imagine  that  you  could  change  one  important  thing  in  your 
hometown.  What  would  you  want  to  change?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  choice. 

Type  5 

p.  224 

069 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  study  a  subject  that  you  have  never 
studied  before.  Which  subject  would  you  choose,  and 
why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type5 

p.  225 

086 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  couid  travel  back  in  time  and  visit  some 
place  in  the  past  Which  time  and  which  place  would  you 
visft,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  226 

089 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  travel  back  in  time  and  meet  some 
famous  person  in  history.  Whom  would  you  like  to  meet? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type5 

p.  227 

090 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  meet  a  famous  athlete  or 
entertainer.  Who  would  you  like  most  to  meet  and  why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  5 

p.  228 

4 

091 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  ask  a  famous  person  one  particular 
question.  Which  question  would  you  ask,  and  why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type5 

p.  229 

098 

Imagine  that  you  could  send  to  an  international  exhibition 
one  thing  that  represents  your  country.  What  would  you 
send,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

TypeS 

p.  230 
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Frequency 

132 

Imagine  that  you  could  invent  a  new  device  or  product, 
what  would  you  invent?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  explain  why  this  product  is  important 

Type  5 

p.  231 

• 

141 

Imagine  that  you  could  make  one  big  change  in  a  school 
that  you  attended.  What  would  that  change  be?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  5 

p.  232 

•   • 

If  you  were  given  some  land  to  use  as  you  desire,  then 
how  would  you  use  ft?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples 
to  support  your  view. 

Type  5 

p.  233 

149 

***■&■& 

If  you  have  an  opportunity  to  spend  two  weeks  in  a  foreign 

country,  which  country  would  you  choose  to  visit,  and  why? 

JUse  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  choice. 

TypeS 

p.  234 

156 

•••*£ 

• 

Imagine  that  you  must  be  away  from  home  for  one  year  on 
travel.  Besides  clothing  and  other  essential  items,  you  can 
take  one  extra  thing  with  you.  What  would  that  thing  be? 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
choice. 

Type  5 

p.  235 

171 

•••£# 

People  observe  holidays  to  honor  certain  events  or 
persons.  Imagine  you  could  invent  a  new  holiday.  Which 
event  or  person  would  it  honor,  and  how  would  you  like  to 
have  people  observe  the  holiday?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  236 

176 

••••# 
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iting 


Type  1  (AD) 

Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


m 


riting. 


requency 


izixif&ti  Never  appeared  yet 

*■&-&•&■&  Rarely  appear 

**^?-fr-k  Occasionally  appear 

*  *  *  -ft  -if  Often  appear 

*  *  *  *  ■&  Very  often  appear 
*****  Almost  regularly  appear 


(   a\  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

002.  Parents  make  the  best  teachers.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

***** 


Sample 


Although  the  parent  is  the  child's  first  teacher,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  the  parent  is  the  child's  best  teacher.  A  parent  may  be  ineffective  at 
communicating  important  lessons  to  a  child,  either  by  precept  or  by  example. 

To  illustrate,  imagine  a  negligent  mother  does  not  bother  to  teach  her 
children  about  dangers  involved  with  electricity,  fire,  or  household  chemicals. 
Unaware  of  those  dangers,  a  child  may  be  seriously  injured  or  even  killed, 
and  may  cause  injury  or  death  to  others  as  well.  Someone  else  would  have 
made  a  better  teacher  for  the  child  and  thus  prevented  tragic  consequences. 

In  another  hypothetical  case,  a  parent  may  fail  to  instruct  a  child  in  the 
dangers  of  drugs.  The  child  becomes  involved  with  drugs  and  experiences 
trouble  both  in  school  and  with  health. 

There  is  also  the  possibility  that  a  parent  will  deliberately  instruct  a  child  in 
some  dangerous  practice,  attitude,  or  philosophy.  A  child  who  is  taught  to 
hate  persons  of  a  different  race  or  nationality  may  grow  up  to  be  a  very 
dangerous  person.  Parents  may  "malimprint"  or  wrongly  instruct,  children  in 
many  other  ways  as  well.  One  therefore  should  not  presume  that  parents  are 
always  the  best  teachers.  Sometimes,  they  are  the  worst  teachers  a  child 
might  have. 
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Type 


1 


Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


005.  Imagine  that  a  company  plans  to  build  a  big  factory  in  your 
town.  Discuss  how  the  factory  might  improve  or  harm  your 
community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  the  plan  to  build  the 
factory?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
position. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


A  large  factory  would  be  a  prominent  and  powerful  presence  in  the 
community.  Most  likely,  the  factory's  presence  would  bring  with  it  so  many 
drawbacks  as  to  make  the  factory  a  liability  to  the  community  rather  than  an 
asset.  I  would  probably  oppose  the  factory  before  it  could  be  constructed. 


On  the  positive  side,  a  factory  would  be  an  important  source  of  tax  revenue, 
and  local  businesses  would  hope  to  benefit  from  the  salaries  of  workers  at  the 
factory.  These  benefits  must  be  weighed,  however,  against  the  possible 
negative  impact  of  the  planned  factory  on  the  community. 

First,  environmental  impact  must  be  considered.  Pollution  from  the  factory 
would  be  all  but  inevitable.  More  important,  from  my  viewpoint,  is  the  effect 
of  the  factory  on  housing  and  municipal  services.  A  factory  employing 
hundreds  of  workers  will  increase  demand  for  housing.  The  result  may  be  a 
shortage  of  affordable  housing.  Also,  can  the  community  easily  provide  the 
services  needed  by  such  a  large  number  of  new  residents?  Providing  those 
services  may  be  a  strain  on  the  rest  of  the  community. 

A  large  factory  is  likely  to  place  a  heavy  burden  on  the  community.  I  am  not 
sure  the  community  can  justify  that  burden  in  view  of  the  anticipated 
benefits  from  the  factory.  For  these  reasons,  I  would  have  to  oppose  the 
factory,  or  at  least  urge  careful  study  of  its  impact  before  approval  for  the 
factory  is  granted. 
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Type 


^|^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question  ; 

008.  Some  people  say  television  has  left  family  members  unable  to 
communicate  with  one  another.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  opinion. 

***** 


Sample 


Television  may  not  have  destroyed  communication  among  friends  and  family, 
but  television  certainly  has  done  considerable  harm.  It  encourages  passive 
attention  to  images  rather  than  active  conversation,  and  reduces  our 
vocabularies  almost  to  the  rudimentary  level. 

In  light  of  heavy  TV  viewing,  it  is  instructive  to  compare  the  working 
vocabularies  of  high  school  students  30  to  35  years  ago  with  those  of  high 
school  students  today.  In  the  1960s,  students  in  public  schools  were 
expected  to  know  and  use  words  such  as  "empirical"  and  "ostensible."  Today, 
it  would  be  surprising  to  find  a  student  who  has  even  seen  such  expressions. 

Nowhere  is  the  deterioration  in  communication  more  apparent  than  in 
writing.  Rare  is  the  student  who  can  compose  a  coherent  paragraph,  sustain 
a  logical  argument  within  it,  and  avoid  gross  misspellings  and  errors  in 
grammar  and  punctuation.  Moreover,  what  people  write  and  talk  about  is  as 
important  as  how  they  discuss  it.  Here  again,  the  influence  of  television  is 
both  profound  and  upsetting.  Some  people  talk  almost  exclusively  about 
what  they  have  seen  on  TV.  The  marriage  of  a  fictional  character  on  a 
popular  TV  show  will  attract  the  attention  of  an  entire  nation. 

Of  course,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  place  the  blame  for  such  problems 
entirely  on  television.  Yet  the  rise  of  "video  culture"  has  accompanied  a  gross 
deterioration  in  verbal  communication  skills.  A  generation  has  grown  up 
without  the  ability  to  communicate  adequately  by  word.  That  is  why,  in  our 
time,  communication  among  family  members  and  friends  is  like  a  bicycle 
with  only  one  pedal.  It  may  work,  but  not  well. 
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Type 


1 


Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


010.  "Success  is  due  only  to  hard  work.  Luck  does  not  make 
person  successful  or  unsuccessful. "  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  opinion?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 


•  ••££ 


Sample 


This  quotation  describes  an  undeniable  fact:  success  is  usually  the  result  of 
long,  hard  effort  to  reach  a  specific  goal.  Unexpected,  favorable  events  -  what 
most  people  call  "luck"  -  may  help  in  reaching  the  goal,  but  usually  are  not 
enough  by  themselves  to  ensure  success.  Determined  effort  is  almost  always 
needed. 

For  example,  celebrities  in  all  ages  have  emphasized  the  importance  of  hard 
work  to  success.  Inventor  Thomas  Edison  said  that  success  was  mostly 
"perspiration"  -  that  is,  hard  and  steady  effort.  President  Calvin  Coolidge  said 
that  unrewarded  brilliance  was  commonplace,  and  that  persistence  and 
determination  were  what  mattered. 

Also,  even  when  success  looks  easy  or  undeserved,  usually  it  is  in  fact  the 
result  of  long  effort  and  careful  planning.  Abraham  Lincoln  ran  for  public 
office  unsuccessfully  before  he  was  elected  president  of  the  United  States. 
Polar  explorer  Roald  Amundsen  made  sure  every  detail  of  his  expedition  to 
the  South  Pole  was  ready  before  he  actually  set  out  on  his  ultimately 
successful  journey.  Actor  Charlie  Chaplin  had  many  obscure  roles  on  stage 
before  he  became  an  international  film  star.  None  of  these  people  attained 
success  overnight,  effortlessly.  Their  success  was  the  outcome  of  lengthy, 
hard  work. 

To  sum  up,  repeated  failures  must  occur  sometimes  before  one  succeeds,  or 
else  one  must  work  much  longer  than  seems  necessary.  That  is  the  price  of 
success.  Like  anything  else  worth  having,  it  requires  a  big  investment  in  time 
and  energy  before  the  desired  results  arrive;  and  "luck"  is  hardly  ever  the 
single  decisive  factor. 
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Type 


A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


011 .  Universities  should  provide  as  much  money  for  sports  programs 
as  for  their  libraries.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••tttt 


Sample 


The  library  is,  to  use  a  cliche,  the  heart  of  the  university.  Its  information 
resources  must  support  research  on  thousands  of  topics  and  instruction  in 
thousands  more.  All  this  costs  money.  Should  sports  activities  assume 
greater  importance  than  a  library,  and  deprive  it  of  funding?  The  answer 
must  be  no. 

Of  course,  advocates  of  a  well-funded  sports  program  may  argue  that  it  is 
needed  to  attract  contributions  from  alumni.  To  a  point,  that  is  true.  A 
successful  athletic  team  provides  effective  publicity  and  creates  an  image  of 
vitality  and  ability.  Alumni  may  be  encouraged  to  contribute  to  a  school 
which  is  notably  successful  in  football  or  basketball.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  success  in  sports  is  short-lived  and  unpredictable.  A  team  may 
have  a  winning  season,  but  future  success  in  sports  cannot  be  guaranteed, 
however  much  the  school  may  spend  on  athletics. 

A  well-stocked  and  well-maintained  library,  on  the  other  hand,  generates 
predictable  and  sustained  benefits,  by  ensuring  a  ready  supply  of  the 
universal  resource:  information.  We  often  hear  that  we  live  in  an  "information 
society."  That  is  another  way  of  saying  that  success  and  prosperity  are  built 
on  information.  Much  of  that  information  comes  from  college  and  university 
libraries. 

That  is  why  investment  in  a  university  library  is  far  more  important,  in  the 
long  run,  than  support  for  even  the  most  successful  athletic  team. 
Emphasize  library  funding.  That  is  where  the  payoff  lies. 


46   Lingua  Forum 


Type 


^1^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question *     ■-     '        \ 

016.  There  is  a  proposal  to  build  a  new  restaurant  in  your 
neighborhood.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  proposal?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


izisftixiz 


Sample 


A  good  restaurant  is  an  asset  to  a  neighborhood.  If  the  quality  of  food  and 
service  is  high,  then  a  restaurant  may  be  a  greater  local  attraction  than  a 
monument,  museum,  or  park.  In  some  communities,  a  fine  restaurant,  or 
even  a  merely  good  restaurant  serving  interesting  foods  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere,  is  the  main  reason  to  visit  there.  A  restaurant  may  make  the 
reputation  of  a  town  or  neighborhood.  That  is  why  a  high-quality  restaurant 
is  something  to  encourage. 

Other  reasons  for  supporting  a  good  restaurant  include  the  beneficial 
influence  of  competition.  When  a  quality  restaurant  opens  and  is  successful, 
it  has  the  effect  of  spurring  other  restaurants  to  upgrade  their  cooking  and 
service  as  well,  so  as  to  compete.  The  result  is  an  overall  improvement  in 
dining.  Thus,  a  community's  restaurants  and  their  patrons  all  benefit  from 
the  opening  of  a  good  restaurant.  One  restaurant's  success  can  be  felt 
everywhere. 

Also,  a  good  restaurant  offers  more  than  just  an  enjoyable  meal.  It  becomes  a 
social  center  as  well.  Many  business  people  conduct  meetings  over  meals. 
When  a  restaurant  provides  an  agreeable  place  to  meet,  it  becomes 
something  of  a  corporate  center.  In  this  respect,  a  quality  restaurant  provides 
a  valuable  service,  even  as  it  benefits  from  the  reputation  of  a  place  where 
deals  are  made. 

Then  there  is  the  sheer  pleasure  of  enjoying  well-prepared,  succulent  food  in 
comfortable  surroundings.  Benefits  like  this  are  intangible  but  still 
tremendous,  and  only  a  well-run  restaurant  can  provide  them.  Something 
about  a  restaurant  both  relaxes  and  stimulates  the  mind.  Designed,  built 
and  operated  in  the  right  way,  a  good  restaurant  will  contribute  much  to  a 
community  and  should  be  supported. 
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020.  The  country  is  a  better  place  for  children  to  grow  up  than  a  large 
city  is.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••ft* 


Sample 


Having  lived  in  both  the  country  and  the  city,  I  am  inclined  to  favor  the  city 
as  a  place  to  raise  children.  Not  every  city,  of  course,  is  equally  desirable. 
Some  cities  are  extremely  dangerous,  whereas  others  are  relatively  safe  and 
pleasant.  On  the  whole,  however,  I  think  the  advantage  rests  with  the  cities, 
for  several  reasons. 

Although  the  city  is  often  criticized  for  its  crime  rate,  there  is  also  a  certain 
security  in  living  in  a  city.  If  a  child  gets  into  trouble,  there  is  often  some 
source  of  help  nearby,  such  as  a  police  station  or  a  public  information  desk. 
Such  assistance  is  not  readily  available  in  the  country,  where  one  is  relatively 
isolated  and  must  rely  on  one's  own  resources  when  emergencies  arise.  Here 
is  a  hypothetical  example.  Your  small  child  suddenly  falls  ill.  In  which  place 
is  medical  care  more  easily  available:  the  country,  many  kilometers  from  the 
nearest  hospital  or  clinic,  or  a  city,  where  a  hospital  emergency  room  may  be 
only  a  few  seconds  away?  In  such  a  case,  the  city  clearly  is  preferable. 

Urban  dangers  such  as  traffic  are  often  emphasized,  but  it  is  seldom  pointed 
out  that  rural  areas  have  their  particular  dangers  too.  A  child  playing  beside 
a  lake  may  fall  in  and  drown.  Wild  animals  present  a  certain  threat  as  well.  It 
is  a  mistake  to  think  that  the  country  is  necessarily  safer  than  the  city  merely 
because  the  dangers  in  rural  areas  are  more  "natural."  A  threat  is  a  threat 
wherever  it  may  occur. 

In  short  a  child  in  the  country  may  grow  up  with  an  appreciation  of  birds, 
flowers,  and  trees  but  miss  priceless  cultural  opportunities  available  in  cities. 
My  choice  would  be  the  city.  It  may  have  its  ugly  aspects,  but  oh  the  whole 
its  advantages  outweigh  them. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


025.  Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  big  shopping  center  in 
your  community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  plan?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 


•  •••ft 


Sample 


Much  depends,  of  course,  on  trie  character  of  the  proposed  shopping  center. 
A  shopping  center  with  upscale  stores,  catering  to  a  wealthy  clientele, 
probably  would  be  desirable.  Shoppers  in  that  category  have  much 
disposable  income  and  create  few  social  problems.  It  is  rare  for  a  shopper  in  a 
Mercedes  to  throw  trash  on  one's  lawn.  Less  affluent  shoppers,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  more  numerous,  more  likely  to  visit  a  typical  shopping  center,  and 
more  given  to  causing  trouble,  from  litter  and  noise  to  serious  crime. 
Probably,  then,  a  large  shopping  center  is  not  a  good  idea,  and  it  should  be 
opposed. 

Though  it  may  be  unpopular  to  say  so,  wealthy  shoppers  are  the  most 
beneficial  to  everyone  else.  They  spend  freely.  They  tend  to  be  orderly  and 
quiet.  They  respect  the  rights  and  property  of  others  and  avoid  causing 
disturbance  in  public.  They  may  have  high  expectations  of  businesses  and 
other  people,  of  course,  but  without  such  expectations  they  probably  never 
would  have  reached  the  top  of  the  ladder  themselves. 

None  of  this  is  necessarily  true  of  shoppers  lower  on  the  economic  scale, 
especially  if  they  are  young.  Their  preferred  amusements  (to  put  it  politely) 
involve  loud  music,  litter,  and  overindulgence  in  alcohol.  In  extreme  cases, 
violence  and  other  kinds  of  crime  follow  the  arrival  of  a  place  where  such 
youths  gather.  The  result  is  inconvenience  to  the  community,  at  best.  Other 
consequences  may  include  mi  overall  decline  in  quality  of  life  due  to 
increased  crime,  a  drop  in  property  values  (again,  due  to  increased  crime), 
and  perhaps  even  homicide  if  youth  gangs  or  other  violent  elements  make  the 
shopping  center  their  hangout. 

If  this  attitude  toward  shoppers  and  shopping  centers  is  snobbery,  then  so  be 
it.  The  fact  remains  that  a  large  shopping  center  probably  will  bring  with  it 
more  drawbacks  than  advantages,  unless  it  appeals  to  a  small  and  well-off 
category  of  shoppers.  That  is  why  the  large  shopping  center  is  undesirable. 
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026.  Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  new  motion  picture  theater 
in  your  community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  plan?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


There  are  good  reasons  to  oppose  construction  of  a  new  theater,  in  the 
interest  of  preserving  the  neighborhood  as  a  desirable  place  to  live.  The 
theater  might  bring  advantages  with  it  in  the  form  of  increased  business  for 
nearby  restaurants  and  shops,  but  a  movie  theater,  by  its  very  nature,  also 
carries  with  it  serious  disadvantages  which  must  be  weighed  carefully  before 
deciding  whether  or  not  the  theater  should  be  approved. 

One  drawback  to  a  theater  is  the  large  crowds  it  will  attract  Crowds  mean 
traffic  congestion  and  litter.  It  costs  time  and  money  to  deal  with  these 
conditions.  Streets  must  be  repaired  more  often,  at  considerable  expense, 
because  of  increased  traffic.  Someone  must  be  assigned  to  clean  up  streets 
and  parking  lots. 

Then  there  is  the  behavior  of  theatergoers  to  consider.  People  having  a  good 
time  make  noise,  drink,  and  generally  cause  annoyances  for  people  living 
nearby.  These  effects  are  compounded  if  the  theater  has  special  features  for 
teenagers  on  Friday  or  Saturday  night.  Young  moviegoers  will  use  this 
occasion  as  an  excuse  for  all  kinds  of  reckless  behavior,  up  to  and  including 
drug  transactions  and  fights. 

The  last  argument  against  the  theater  is  to  question  whether  its  value  as  a 
source  of  entertainment  is  significant  at  all.  We  live  in  a  time  when  the 
traditional  movie  theater  is  only  one  of  many  options  for  entertainment.  A 
moviegoer  also  has  a  wide  range  of  other  choices,  television,  videos,  and  cable 
among  them.  Those  options  should  satisfy  any  but  the  most  diversion- 
hungry  viewer. 

After  all,  in  this  movie-saturated  environment  is  the  prospect  of  a  theater 
just  down  the  street  enticing  enough  to  justify  all  the  problems  a  new  theater 
would  bring?  The  answer  is  almost  certainly  no,  and  the  neighborhood  is 
justified  in  opposing  the  theater. 
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a    \ Agree  or  Disagree  Question #    I        I  ^/ 

027.  Some  people  think  we  sometimes  should  do  things  that  we  do 
not  like.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 
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Sample 


From  time  to  time,  everyone  must  do  something  that  he  or  she  dislikes,  such 
as  visiting  a  dentist.  Should  one,  however,  go  beyond  this  necessary  amount 
of  unpleasantness,  and  seek  out  chores  that  are  difficult,  dirty,  or 
repugnant?  The  answer  is  yes.  An  uninviting  task  may  yield  considerable 
benefit  when  undertaken  voluntarily,  even  if  the  benefit  is  intangible. 

For  the  sake  of  bodily  fitness,  many  people  undergo  strenuous  and  painful 
exercises  on  a  daily  basis.  A  runner  may  push  himself  to  the  pointr  of 
exhaustion.  A  weight-lifter's  muscles  may  ache  after  a  training  session.  These 
experiences  may  involve  great  discomfort.  Nonetheless,  the  athlete  undergoes 
them  voluntarily  to  increase  bodily  fitness. 

Also,  performing  someone  else's  unpleasant  duties,  on  a  voluntary  but 
temporary  basis,  can  be  highly  instructive.  Such  work  gives  one  a  better 
understanding  of  another  person's  burdens  and  can  provide  a  revealing 
lesson  in  human  behavior.  Working  briefly  as  a  cleaning  person,  for  example, 
gives  one  a  view  of  society  and  the  workplace  from  a  vantage  point  near  the 
bottom.  One's  own  job  may  look  different  -  that  is,  more  privileged  -  after 
such  an  experience. 

Thus,  taking  unpleasant  duties  on  oneself  voluntarily  may  be  disagreeable 
but  can  be  a  valuable  education  as  well.  If  it  does  nothing  else,  then  at  least  it 
may  demonstrate  why  many  people  complain  about  their  jobs. 
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028.  Some  people  say  that  famous  people  like  movie  stars  get  too 
much  attention  from  the  media  -  television,  radio,  magazines, 
and  newspapers.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  opinion? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 


Sample 


Famous  people  may  complain  about  the  close  attention  the  media  pay  to 
their  private  lives.  When  one  seeks  and  attains  fame,  however,  close  scrutiny 
is  unavoidable.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  avoid  widespread  notice  should  never 
become  a  celebrity  in  the  first  place. 

This  is  because  the  media  capitalize  on  fascination  with  celebrities.  Articles  or 
programs  may  explore  a  famous  person's  private  life  in  considerable  depth, 
down  to  details  of  his  or  her  diet,  reading,  and  television  viewing.  A  celebrity's 
political  opinions  may  become  news.  If  the  celebrity  is  a  vegetarian  or  animal- 
rights  advocate,  such  information  may  be  of  international  interest.  Even  a 
celebrity's  dog  or  cat  may  become  a  celebrity.  In  short,  if  one  becomes 
famous,  then  one  becomes  famous  in  every  respect  One's  dinner  menu  may 
make  headlines. 

Of  course,  such  attention  can  become  too  close  for  comfort.  There  is  a  point 
where  satisfying  public  curiosity  about  a  celebrity  becomes  invasion  of 
privacy.  Laws  exist  to  discourage  invasion  of  privacy  and  to  deal  with  it  if  and 
when  it  occurs.  Such  cases,  however,  are  rare.  The  mere  threat  to  sue  for 
invasion  of  privacy  is  usually  enough  to  make  overly  inquisitive  journalists 
retreat.  On  the  whole,  the  media  understand  when  coverage  infringes 
seriously  upon  a  celebrity's  right  to  privacy. 

Even  so,  it  is  unreasonable  for  a  famous  person  to  expect  the  privacy  afforded 
to  non-celebrities.  Attention  is,  after  all,  what  most  celebrities  desire.  Thus, 
they  are  in  no  position  to  complain  if  the  media  watch  them  closely. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


030.  Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  new  high  school  in  your 
neighborhood.  Would  you  favor  or  oppose  building  the  new 
school?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 


***** 


Sample 


On  the  whole,  a  high  school  is  not  a  desirable  thing  to  have  in  one's 
neighborhood,  for  many  reasons.  A  school  receives  large  numbers  of 
students,  teachers,  and  other  personnel  each  day.  The  school  thus  increases 
traffic  flow  and  requires  large  parking  areas.  If  such  areas  are  inadequate, 
then  residents  of  the  neighborhood  may  find  themselves  competing  with 
students  for  parking.  This  situation  is  troublesome  and  may  lead  to  strong 
friction  between  the  school  and  the  rest  of  the  community. 

Also,  high  schools  may  generate  many  other  problems.  Students  include 
many  anti-social  elements  such  as  vandals,  who  may  destroy  or  deface 
property  in  surrounding  neighborhoods.  Vandalism  can  reduce  property 
values  and  require  substantial  sums  for  repair.  Noise  may  present  another 
problem.  Students,  as  a  rule,  do  not  live  in  the  neighborhood  where  they 
attend  school,  and  they  consequently  believe  they  may  make  as  much  noise 
as  they  wish. 

More  serious  problems  associated  with  schools  include  drugs  and  alcohol. 
The  drinking  culture  in  high  schools  makes  the  behavior  of  intoxicated 
students  destructive,  unpredictable,  and  possibly  violent.  Add  the  influence 
of  drugs  to  this  situation,  and  a  new  high  school  becomes  a  serious  liability 
to  the  community,  which  may  have  to  cope  with  drug  dealers  in  its  midst 
after  a  school  arrives. 

Then  there  is  the  threat  from  gangs.  Gang  life  is  a  reality  of  high  school,  and 
fights  among  gangs  are  not  necessarily  restricted  to  the  school  grounds. 
These  fights  may  bring  injury  or  even  homicide  to  the  neighborhood.  No  one 
seriously  wishes  to  find  corpses  on  the  street.  Even  if  most  high  school 
students  have  no  involvement  with  gang  violence,  gangs  -  in  addition  to  the 
other  factors  listed  above  -  are  nonetheless  a  good  reason  to  oppose  a  new 
high  school.  If  the  school  must  be  built,  then  put  it  in  some  isolated  location 
to  minimize  its  toxic  effects. 


TOEFL  Writing   53 


Type 


A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question jf~\    ^)     /t 

034.  Employees  of  businesses  should  be  hired  for  their  whole  lives 
when  they  get  jobs.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 


Sample 


Most  people  would  say  that  it  would  be  nice  to  have  a  job  guaranteed  for  life. 
Such  a  job  would  be  secure.  The  question  is,  would  one  really  want  lifetime 
employment  at  a  single  job?  My  answer  would  be  no,  for  two  reasons. 

First,  people  change.  This  means  that  the  job  you  enjoy  at  age  20  may  not 
seem  good  at  age  30.  What  if  you  found  yourself  in  a  job  that  became 
dangerous,  difficult,  or  simply  boring?  You  then  would  wish  to  find  other 
work,  if  you  could.  In  that  case,  lifetime  employment  at  a  single  job  might  be 
highly  undesirable. 

Second,  jobs  change.  We  live  in  an  ever-changing  society  where  jobs  change 
constantly  to  meet  its  needs.  Often,  changes  in  technology  require  people  to 
switch  jobs.  As  new  machines  are  invented,  new  jobs  emerge,  to  build  the 
machines  and  keep  them  running.  How  could  this  happen  if  businesses 
hired  employees  for  their  whole  lives?  Then  the  work  force  would  have  no 
flexibility  and  would  have  trouble  coping  with  change. 

Of  course,  changing  jobs  can  be  inconvenient  Still,  it  is  better  to  change  jobs 
now  and  then  than  to  be  stuck  in  the  same  job  for  life.  That  is  why 
businesses  should  not  necessarily  hire  employees  for  their  whole  lives. 
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035.  Some  people  think  attending  live  performances  (of  concerts, 


035.  Some  people  think  attending  live  performances  (of 

plays,  football  games,  et  cetera)  is  better  than  watching  those 
events  on  television.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


Televised  performances  have  some  advantages  over  live  performances.  To 
watch  a  televised  performance,  one  need  not  travel  to  a  hall  or  stadium.  One 
can  relax  at  home  on  the  couch.  There  is  no  need  to  buy  tickets.  Why,  then, 
would  anyone  prefer  live  performances  to  televised  ones?  There  are  good 
reasons  to  attend  a  live  performance  rather  than  watch  it  on  television, 
because  a  televised  performance  can  never  be  as  interactive  as  a  live 
performance. 

First,  imagine  you  attend  an  orchestra's  concert  Part  of  the  enjoyment  comes 
from  watching  the  performers  on  stage.  You  can  look  anywhere  in  the 
orchestra  at  any  time  to  see  what  players  are  doing.  It  is  fun  to  see  how 
players  handle  a  difficult  passage.  On  TV,  by  contrast,  you  see  fewer  images. 
You  also  see  only  what  the  TV  cameras  allow  you  to  see.  At  a  live 
performance,  you  have  much  greater  freedom. 

Second,  there  is  also  a  special  satisfaction  in  watching  a  live  performance.  If 
you  see  a  famous  performer  onstage,  that  is  a  special  distinction.  No  one  at 
home  watching  TV  can  claim  it'  Also,  attending  a  live  performance  may  let 
you  catch  many  subtle  details  that  are  hidden  from  TV  viewers  at  home,  like 
a  faint  smile  on  a  performer's  face.  That  little  smile  may  add  a  whole  new 
meaning  to  the  performance! 

Television,  of  course,  performs  a  great  service.  It  carries  performances  to 
millions  of  people  who  otherwise  could  not  enjoy  them.  Nothing  on  television, 
however,  quite  matches  the  experience  of  a  live  performance. 
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A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

037.  Some  people  say  that  all  progress  is  desirable.  Do  you  agree 
with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


"Progress"  has  many  different  meanings.  In  a  general  sense,  it  means 
advancement  toward  a  goal.  That  goal  may  or  may  not  be  desirable  for 
everyone. 

During  the  1930s,  for  example,  physicists  made  progress  toward  splitting 
atoms  and  releasing  energy  contained  in  them.  Soon,  the  physicists 
succeeded.  They  conducted  a  sustained  atomic  reaction.  In  doing  so, 
however,  they  also  made  possible  the  nuclear  weapons  that  destroyed 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  and  made  the  world  a  fearful  place  for  decades  to 
come.  Overall,  was  this  "progress"?  It  certainly  did  not  make  society  safer, 
more  prosperous,  and  more  secure. 

"Progress"  was  almost  a  religion  in  the  United  States  during  the  first  two- 
thirds  of  the  20th  century.  Its  creed  was  "research  and  development,"  and  its 
idol  was  a  particular  make  of  car  that  represented  material  prosperity. 
"Progress"  meant  new  technologies  that  were  supposed  to  make  life  more 
comfortable  and  convenient  for  everyone.  Of  course,  that  specific  vision  of 
"progress"  turned  ©ut  to  be  false.  At  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  the  United 
States  found  itself  as  insecure  as  ever  before,  and  faced  a  plethora  of  new, 
technology-related  problems.  Had  "progress"  really  turned  out  to  be  progress 
after  all?  Arguably,  it  had  not. 

Therefore,  "progress"  is  in  fact  a  dangerous  word.  It  may  conceal  dangerous 
developments.  That  is  why,  when  we  hear  the  word  "progress,"  we  should 
ask:  progress  in  which  direction,  and  for  whose  benefit? 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

038.  People  in  the  present  can  benefit  from  studying  the  past.  Do  you 
agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 


iztiisixiz 


To  a  large  extent,  the  past  is  the  present.  What  has  happened  already,  made 
us  what  we  are  now  and  what  others  did  before  us,  affects  everything  we  do 
today.  That  is  why  few  things  are  more  important  for  us,  here  in  the  present, 
than  learning  about  the  past 

For  example,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  current  history  without  knowledge 
of  World  War  II.  Consider  the  conflict  between  Israel  and  its  Islamic 
neighbors.  This  situation  has  its  origins  in  the  Second  World  War.  Hitler  tried 
to  destroy  the  Jews  of  Europe,  and  very  nearly  succeeded.  Survivors  of 
Hitler's  Reich  emigrated  after  the  war  to  Palestine,  to  start  a  secular  Jewish 
state.  That  i£  how  the  modern  nation  of  Israel  arose.  In  the  process,  the 
incoming  Israelis  displaced  Arabs  from  what  the  Arabs  considered  Arab  land. 
The  Arabs  fought  back.  Thus  began  a  conflict  that  has  continued  for  more 
than  half  a  century  and  shows  no  sign  of  ending. 

Many  other  cases  also  illustrate  how  the  present  is  an  expression  of  the  past. 
The  existence  of  the  United  States  is  a  result,  one  might  say,  of  a  tax  the 
British  placed  on  tea  during  America's  colonial  period.  The  tax  led  indirectly 
to  the  war  for  American  independence.  Also,  one  reason  the  map  of  modem 
Europe  looks  the  way  it  does  is  that  Napoleon  fell  ill  just  before  a  battle.  His 
enemies  won  that  battle,  and  suddenly  Napoleon  found  his  empire  on  the 
wane.  Only  through  understanding  such  aspects  of  history  does  our  modem 
world  make  sense. 

There  is  also  another  reason  to  study  history.  It  is  fascinating.  It  shows 
interesting  people  doing  important  things.  By  reading  history,  one  can  learn 
about  George  Washington's  complaints  concerning  slow  delivery  of  mail;  how 
novelist  Jack  London  overcame  a  drinking  habit;  and  what  happened  some 
2,000  years  ago  after  a  gang  of  pirates  decided  to  spare  the  life  of  a  Roman 
youth  named  Julius  Caesar.  A  study  of  history  can  thus  be  extremely 
valuable  and  great  entertainment  as  well. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


039.  Do  you  agree  that  technology  helps  students  leai 

information,  more  quickly,  than  ever  before,  or  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


In  recent  years,  some  educators  have  presumed  that  technology  necessarily 
improved  education,  and  that  students  using  computers  (or  videodisks,  or 
whatever)  would  leam  more,  and  more  easily,  than  students  who  lacked  such 
technology.  Experience  has  shown,  however,  that  this  presumption  was 
wrong.  Technology  has  made  education  more  colorful  and  entertaining,  but 
scarcely  more  effective. 

First,  look  at  so-called  software  for  learning.  Many  "educational"  products  of 
this  kind  are  more  entertainment  than  education.  Some  are  just  adaptations 
of  videogames.  They  display  plenty  of  action  and  colorful  images  on  the 
screen  but  actually  contain  -  and  thus  impart  -  little  information.  Meanwhile, 
they  trivialize  learning  by  reducing  it  to  the  format  and  significance  of  an 
arcade  game.  This  situation  could  hardly  be  called  education.  Perhaps  a 
better  word  is  "baby-sitting." 

Of  course,  some  applications  of  computers  in  schools  have  been  highly 
effective.  Computers  have  simplified  administrative  tasks  such  as  record- 
keeping and  scheduling.  On  this  level,  modem  education  could  hardly  exist 
without  computers.  In  the  classroom,  however,  the  computer's  record  of 
success  is  uneven  at  best  A  look  at  students'  scores  on  standardized  tests  in 
the  United  States  shows  no  significant  improvement  during  the  widely  hailed 
"computer  era"  in  education.  At  least,  there  appears  to  be  no  such  benefit 
that  can  be  tied  directly  to  using  computers  for  instruction. 

After  all,  with  or  without  computers,  the  learning  process  requires  much 
effort  on  the  student's  part  and  good  teachers  to  help.  If  those  conditions  are 
met  then  students  will  leam.  Otherwise,  they  will  not  leam.  No  technology 
can  alter  that  reality. 
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^^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question ^^ 

040.  When  people  say,  "Never  quit, "  they  mean  we  should  always 
keep  working  toward  our  goals.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

***** 


Sample 


The  saying,  "Never  give  up,"  expresses  an  important  principle.  In  most  cases, 
success  owes  more  to  persistence  than  to  talent.  A  brilliant  person  may  have 
an  excellent  idea,  yet  lack  the  persistence  and  determination  to  turn  the  idea 
into  practical  results.  The  idea  or  plan  is  only  the  first  step.  Much  work 
remains,  and  patient  effort  is  essential  to  carrying  it  out. 

Here  are  some  examples.  We  all  have  wanted  something  and  had  to  try  time 
and  again  before  winning  it  As  children,  we  practiced  games  with  the  goal  of 
winning  them.  As  adults,  we  send  out  large  numbers  of  resumes  in  the  hope 
that  one  of  them  will  result  in  a  job  offer.  In  our  jobs,  we  find  that  persistence 
is  essential.  Advertisers  send  out  thousands  of  pieces  of  direct-mail 
advertising  for  every  one  that  leads  to  an  order.  Sales  people  must  make 
perhaps  50  or  100  calls  for  every  successful  sale.  Businesses  find  that 
perhaps  only  one  in  every  20  or  30  ideas  for  new  products  actually  yields 
anything  of  benefit. 

Likewise,  many  authors  have  discovered  that  persistence  is  the  most 
important  part  of  success.  Many  bestselling  novels  were  rejected  time  and 
again  before  they  were  accepted  and  published.  A  long  string  of  rejections  is 
discouraging,  to  say  the  least.  Yet  the  authors  kept  trying  and  eventually  had 
something  to  show  for  their  effort. 

Of  course,  nothing  says  persistence  is  certain  to  be  rewarded  with  success.  It 
is  possible  to  try  many  times  and  still  fail  in  the  end.  Even  ultimate  failure, 
however,  is  accompanied  by  a  benefit  of  sorts.  Persistent  effort,  even  in  the 
face  of  failure  and  rejection,  produces  patience,  a  quality  that  is  perhaps 
more  valuable  than  the  prize  one  sought  in  the  first  place. 
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^n  Agree  or  Disagree  Question f^\    /§     ^J 

041.  Many  people  think  it  is  more  important  to  preserve  land  foi 


041.  Many  people  think  it  is  more  important  to  preserve  land  for 
endangered  animals  than  to  use  land  for  people's  needs,  such 
as  farming,  homes,  and  factories.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 


•£-££** 


Sample 


Protecting  endangered  species  is  important.  Thus,  the  issue  has  arisen: 
which  should  have  priority  in  land-use  planning:  human  economic  needs,  or 
preservation  of  endangered  species?  Sometimes  these  two  interests  are 
compatible  with  each  other.  Where  a  conflict  exists,  however,  human  needs 
should  be  emphasized. 

A  classic  case  in  this  category  involved  an  endangered  species  of  owl  in  the 
United  States.  Large  areas  of  forest  in  the  western  United  States  were  set 
aside  for  the  benefit  of  the  owl,  and  placed  off  limits  to  logging.  This  policy, 
however,  did  serious  harm  to  the  logging  industry  in  some  areas,  and 
increased  unemployment.  Numerous  families  suffered  as  a  result  of  the 
decision  to  protect  the  owl.  Indeed,  the  owl  became  a  symbol  of  what  many 
Americans  considered  misguided  environmentalism.  Which  was  more 
important:  human  families,  or  an  owl?  Official  policy  appeared  to  favor  the 
owl.  Many  other  stories  of  this  kind  from  the  U.S.  could  be  cited  as  examples 
of  what  happens  when  an  animal's  interests  take  priority  over  the  needs  of 
people. 

Much  of  the  conflict  between  environmentalism  and  economic  development 
might  be  resolved  by  a  slight  change  of  policy.  Possibly,  there  is  no  need  to 
set  aside  a  single,  huge  area  of  woodland  (or  whatever)  for  the  preservation  of 
an  endangered  species.  A  number  of  small  preserves  might  work  just  as  well. 
Then  development  might  coexist  with  conservation. 

When  there  is  only  an  "either-or"  choice  between  people  and  wildlife, 
however,  people  must  take  priority.  The  wanton  destruction  of  wildlife  is 
certainly  wrong;  but  at  the  same  time,  a  family's  livelihood  is  worth  more 
than  an  owl's,  and  official  policy  should  reflect  that  truth.  Besides,  many 
endangered  species  may  not  be  in  quite  such  peril  as  their  defenders  would 
have  us  believe,  and  so  land  development  in  many  places  might  proceed 
without  driving  a  given  species  to  extinction. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


A 


049.  Communicating  with  other  people  in  person,  face  to  face,  is 
better  than  communicating  with  them  by  telephone,  letters,  or  e- 
mail.  Do  you  agree  with  that  statement,  or  not?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


iziztiitiz 


Sample 


Letters,  e-mail,  and  telephone  calls  all  have  advantages.  A  letter  provides 
written  documentation.  A  telephone  call  is  quick,  and  e-mail  can  reach 
almost  any  point  on  earth  in  an  instant,  with  attachments  as  required.  When 
the  best  possible  degree  of  understanding  is  essential,  however,  a  face-to-face 
meeting  is  probably  best. 

To  illustrate,  compare  a  face-to-face  conversation  with  a  telephone 
conversation.  The  phone  conversation  conveys  the  words  and  tone  of  voice 
accurately,  but  a  whole  other  dimension  -  the  visual  dimension,  including 
gestures,  posture,  and  facial  expression  -  is  missing. 

Also,  in-person  meetings  convey  much  information  through  a  person's 
posture.  Posture  may  signify  respect  or  contempt,  interest  or  indifference, 
compliment  or  insult.  A  smile  or  frown  may  convey  whole  volumes  of 
information.  Only  a  face-to-face  meeting  can  do  this.  Letters,  telephone 
conversations,  and  e-mail  cannot. 

Finally,  gestures  at  face-to-face  encounters  may  be  especially  important  at 
meetings  between  speakers  of  two  different  languages.  A  certain  gesture  of 
the  hands,  with  palms  facing  outward,  is  a  silent  but  eloquent  way  of  saying, 
"I  don't  know."  Such  gestures  can  reinforce  verbal  messages  in  face-to-face 
meetings  and  thus  reduce  the  risk  of  misunderstanding.  For  really  important 
communications,  then,  face-to-face  meetings  are  best. 
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A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question /^    ^     ^ 

053.  Some  people  say  how  much  money  one  makes  is  the  most 
important  thing  about  a  job.  Do  you  agree,  or  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


izttftizii 


Sample 


Money  is  of  course  an  important  aspect  of  any  job.  It  is  a  mistake,  however, 
to  presume  that  salary  is  always  the  most  important  consideration.  A  high- 
paying  job  is  not  necessarily  a  desirable  job.  Here  are  several  hypothetical 
examples. 

First,  imagine  one  were  offered  a  job  testing  experimental  medications  on 
oneself.  The  pay  is  good,  but  there  is  no  way  to  predict  what  effects  the 
medications  may  have.  They  may  cause  irritability,  nausea,  skin  reactions, 
deteriorating  vision,  and  even  death.  Is  such  risk  worth  even  large  amounts 
of  money?  Most  people  probably  would  say  no.  The  risk  outweighs  the  benefit 
-  that  is,  the  pay  -  from  this  job.  One  would  do  better  to  take  lower-paying 
work  that  involves  less  danger. 

Second,  some  jobs  may  pay  well  but  entail  serious  harm  to  other  people. 
Suppose  one  had  a  high-paying  job  with  a  company  whose  operations  in  a 
developing  nation  caused  extensive  pollution  and,  because  of  it  much  illness 
as  well.  Would  one's  conscience  justify  making  good  money  from  such 
environmental  destruction  and  damage  to  human  health? 

Finally,  here  is  an  even  more  extreme  scenario.  If  offered  a  salary  of  $10 
million  per  year,  would  you  serve  as  commandant  of  an  extermination  camp 
and  supervise  the  murder  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  innocent  men, 
women,  and  children  annually?  Anyone  who  said  yes  to  such  an  offer  would 
have  to  accept  a  tremendous  burden  of  guilt  In  short,  there  are  occasions 
when  even  the  highest-paying  job  is  not  worth  the  money. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


054.  Some  people  say  one  should  never  judge  a  person  by  the  way 
he  or  she  looks  on  the  outside.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


ft-fr-fr-fr-fr 


Sample 


If  "judge"  means  to  reach  a  final  conclusion  about  the  person's  character,  the 
answer  certainly  is  no.  Appearances  are  not  always  a  reliable  guide  to 
character. 

For  example,  imagine  you  are  looking  at  a  portrait  of  a  gray-haired  man  with 
a  neatly  trimmed  beard  and  mustache,  dressed  in  the  robes  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  cardinal  of  the  17th  century.  He  looks  benevolent,  the  kind  of  person 
who  would  not  hurt  anyone.  In  fact,  he  is  Cardinal  Richelieu,  one  of  the  most 
ruthless  and  hated  politicians  in  French  history. 

Now  imagine  you  are  at  a  party  during  the  1940s.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
room  is  a  short,  stocky  man  with  a  mustache  and  a  jolly  manner.  He  wears  a 
simple  military  uniform  and  is  telling  a  joke.  Is  he,  perhaps,  a  kindly  retired 
sergeant?  Not  at  all:  you  are  looking  at  Joseph  Stalin,  a  tyrant  so  murderous 
that  his  crimes  are  widely  considered  even  greater  than  Hitler's.  Again, 
appearances  are  deceiving. 

Finally,  perhaps  the  most  famous  case  of  misleading  appearances  involves  a 
particular  man  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  during  the  early  1950s.  His  gray 
hair  is  long  and  unkempt.  He  wears  old,  worn  clothing.  He  walks  back  and 
forth,  twirling  a  lock  of  hair  around  his  finger  and  humming  softly  to  himself. 
Seeing  him  for  the  first  time,  one  might  presume  him  to  be  a  patient  at  a 
mental  hospital.  Actually,  he  is  Albert  Einstein.  It  would  have  been  a  mistake 
to  judge  Einstein  solely  according  to  his  appearance,  just  as  it  is  usually  a 
mistake  to  judge  anyone  on  that  basis  alone.  Looks  tell  us  much  about  a 
person,  but  by  no  means  everything. 
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j    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

055.  Many  people  think  one  should  never  make  a  big  decision  all  by 
oneself.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


***** 


Sample 


Ultimately,  one  must  make  important  decisions  for  oneself.  Just  as  there  is 
strength  in  numbers,  however,  there  is  also  a  certain  security  in  multiple 
sources  of  counsel.  Listening  to  ten  different  opinions  instead  of  merely  one's 
own  increases  the  probability  that  one  or  more  of  those  opinions  will  be  right 

Here  is  a  hypothetical  example.  Imagine  you  have  a  large  sum  of  money  to 
invest  Would  you  trust  your  own  judgment  entirely  in  investing  it?  Probably, 
you  would  not  Instead,  you  would  seek  advice  from  a  professional  financial 
advisor,  or  perhaps  several  such  advisors,  and  even  a  lawyer  besides. 

Some  decisions  may  require  input  from  many  sources.  A  person 
contemplating  whether  or  not  to  undergo  hazardous  surgery  for  a  life- 
threatening  condition  will  need  to  consult  family,  doctors,  and  even  a  lawyer, 
because  the  decision  may  be  literally  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 

This  does  not  mean  that  all  the  advice  one  receives  should,  or  even  can,  be 
followed.  Some  advice  can  be  rejected  at  once  as  impractical.  If  one  is  advised 
to  invest  in  diamond  mines  on  the  moon,  for  example,  it  is  safe  to  ignore  that 
recommendation.  As  a  rule,  however,  the  more  advice,  the  better. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


058.  Some  people  think  business  should  do  anything  it  can  to  make 
money.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


i?  it  it  ft  it 


Sample 


Businesses,  as  a  rule,  are  eager  to  do  anything  they  can  do  for  profit.  Greed 
is  capable  of  nearly  any  crime  unless  restrained  by  law.  That  is  why  societies 
have  laws  to  restrict  what  businesses  may  do  for  profit.  Such  laws  are  needed 
because  businesses  must  not  be  allowed  to  do  anything  and  everything  they 
see  fit. 

First,  consider  pollution  control.  Businesses  would  prefer  to  dump  wastes 
anywhere  they  choose,  regardless  of  damage  to  the  environment.  This  was 
indeed  the  prevailing  practice  for  many  years.  Pollution  had  devastating 
effects  on  humans  exposed  to  it,  in  the  form  of  bodily  and  mental  illness. 
Only  recently  has  society  recognized  the  harm  that  such  irresponsible 
behavior  causes,  and  imposed  strict  regulations  on  the  disposal  of  industrial 
waste.  Profits  may  have  diminished  slightly,  but  society  as  a  whole  is  better 
off. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  can  go  too  far  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Environmentalists  have  carried  protection  of  wildlife  so  far  that  some  entire 
industries  have  been  destroyed,  and  with  them  the  livelihood  of  many 
workers.  If  cutting  trees  in  a  forest  for  profit  will  eliminate  a  particular  bird's 
nest  should  cutting  be  banned? 

Business  would  say  no.  Environmentalists  would  say  yes.  Both  sides  are 
convinced  they  are  right.  Some  compromise  must  be  reached.  The  outcome 
probably  will  mean  a  little  less  profit  for  business,  but  benefits  for  the 
environment. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


060.  It  is  said  that  games  are  equally  important  for  children  and  for 
adults.  Do  you  agree  with  that  viewpoint,  or  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


izittitii* 


Sample 


Whatever  their  age,  people  never  stop  playing  games.  The  character  of  the 
game  may  change  as  one  gets  older,  and  it  may  be  played  with  different 
goals,  but  games  remain  as  important  for  adults  as  for  children.  Indeed, 
games  are  important  to  adults  in  many  different  ways  -  social,  psychological 
and  financial. 

On  the  social  level,  games  help  to  reinforce  group  associations  and  other 
important  personal  relationships.  Games  may  create  a  sense  of  community 
as  no  other  activity  can.  For  adults,  games  like  football  or  basketball  act  as  a 
social  "cement,"  encouraging  unity.  Games  also  may  provide  an  opportunity 
for  other  business.  Two  professionals  may  discuss  matters  of  mutual  concern 
during  a  game,  because  it  provides  an  informal  setting  where  agreement  is 
reached  easily. 

In  addition,  sports  provide  a  psychological  boost  to  adults.  A  grown  person 
may  derive  great  satisfaction  from  watching  sports,  if  not  actually  playing 
them.  An  emotional  release  also  occurs  when  one  cheers  for  a  team.  Games 
thus  provide  adults  with  vicarious  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

Then  there  is  the  economic  and  financial  importance  of  games  to  consider. 
Games  like  football  and  baseball  are  big  business.  Thousands  of  people  may 
derive  employment,  in  one  way  or  another,  from  a  single  team.  To  adults, 
then,  games  are  at  least  as  important  as  to  children.  Only  the  reasons  for 
playing  the  games  differ  as  one  gets  older. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


061.  Some  people  think  that  parents  or  other  grown  relatives  should 
make  major  decisions  on  behalf  of  their  teenaged  children  aged 
15  to  18.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Between  ages  15  and  18,  older  relatives  should  at  least  be  prepared  to 
intervene  if  the  teenager's  decisions  seem  ill-advised  or  harmful.  In  other 
words,  the  older  relative  should  guide  the  teenager's  life  as  necessary,  but 
only  as  necessary. 

Here  are  two  hypothetical  cases  in  point.  The  first  involves  a  teenager  who 
must  decide  which  of  two  colleges  to  attend.  One  college  is  good  for  his  or  her 
chosen  field  of  study.  The  parents,  however,  prefer  another  college  that  they 
both  attended.  Should  the  parents  in  this  case  overrule  their  child's  wishes 
and  require  him  or  her  to  attend  the  less  suitable  school  merely  because  they 
happen  to  like  it?  The  answer  probably  is  no.  This  is  a  case  where  the 
teenager's  wishes  and  best  interest  appear  to  coincide. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  teenager  is  not  always  the  best  judge  of  his  or  her  own 
interest.  To  illustrate,  our  second  hypothetical  case  involves  a  teenager  who 
wishes  to  leave  home  and  join  a  cult.  Should  the  parents  intervene  in  this 
instance?  Certainly,  they  should.  Here,  the  teenager  is  incapable  of 
evaluating  his  or  her  own  interest,  and  the  family  must  impose  restraints  on 
the  teenager's  choice. 

When  the  teenager  reaches  adulthood,  then  parents  must  relinquish  their 
authority  and  allow  their  child  to  do  as  he  or  she  sees  fit,  within  the  bounds 
of  lawful  activity.  Between  15  and  18,  however,  parental  authority  must 
remain  in  effect. 
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^1^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question f^\  ^^    ^ 


063.  We  have  many  experiences  that  seem  unpleasant  at  the  time  but 
actually  help  prepare  us  for  the  future.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Americans  have  a  saying:  "My  university  was  the  school  of  hard  knocks."  In 
this  case,  "the  school  of  hard  knocks"  is  slang,  meaning  "difficult 
experiences."  The  saying  means  that  unpleasant  experiences  are  actually 
valuable,  if  we  learn  from  them.  This  is  another  way  of  saying  that 
experiences  in  our  lives  may  seem  difficult  at  the  time  but  also  provide  useful 
lessons. 

To  illustrate,  look  at  examples  from  history.  An  accident  in  childhood  left 
inventor  Thomas  Edison  deaf  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Yet  deafness  did  not 
defeat  him.  Instead,  he  used  it  to  his  advantage.  He  found  that  deafness 
made  it  easier  for  him  to  concentrate.  The  result  was  a  brilliant  career, 
because  Edison  learned  -  and  showed  the  world  -  that  an  injury  can  be 
highly  beneficial  if  you  learn  to  deal  with  it  the  right  way. 

Then  there  were  the  two  Roosevelts  who  became  presidents  of  the  United 
States.  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  a  sickly  child,  but  his  illness  gave  him  the 
determination  to  overcome  it,  and  he  succeeded.  Later,  that  same 
determination  carried  him  all  the  way  to  the  White  House.  His  cousin 
Franklin  had  polio  and  lost  the  use  of  his  legs.  Still,  his  inability  to  walk  did 
not  stop  him.  By  force  of  will,  Roosevelt  overcame  his  physical  disability  and 
became  president  as  Theodore  did  before  him. 

The  point  is  this:  Difficulties  can  be  extremely  valuable.  They  can  make  us 
much  stronger  than  we  were  before,  if  only  we  learn  and  profit  from  them 
instead  of  just  complaining. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


066.  Classmates  do  more  than  parents  to  influence  chi 

performance  in  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Much  depends  on  how  one  defines  "success."  There  are  different  kinds  of 
success  -  academic,  athletic,  social,  et  cetera.  A  student  may  be  brilliant  in 
academics  but  a  failure  in  athletics.  Another  student  may  be  fantastically 
successful  as  an  athlete  but  pathetic  in  the  classroom.  Let  us  concentrate, 
then,  on  academic  success.  It  seems  clear  that  parents  do  more  than 
classmates  to  make  a  child  successful  in  academics,  for  several  reasons. 

First,  academic  success  depends  largely  on  individual  effort.  No  one  else  can 
do  your  studying  for  you.  Here,  success  is  up  to  the  student.  Because  much 
studying  must  be  done  at  home,  outside  school  hours,  the  home 
environment  (the  parents'  domain)  is  vital  to  success  in  academics.  Parents 
who  provide  a  supportive  environment  and  encourage  their  children  to  study 
will  probably  see  their  children  get  good  grades. 

Second,  parents  are  the  first  examples  a  child  has  in  life,  and  he  or  she 
imitates  them.  Consciously  or  not,  children  will  adopt  many  of  their  parents' 
attitudes.  If  those  attitudes  include  respect  for  learning,  then  children  will 
learn  to  value  education  and  take  advantage  of  it. 

By  contrast,  "peer  pressure,"  or  the  influence  of  classmates,  is  usually  more 
negative  than  positive.  It  often  tends  toward  irresponsibility:  getting  drunk, 
skipping  class,  and  ignoring  lessons.  If  peer  pressure  created  great  scholars, 
then  we  would  have  many  more  of  them  than  we  do. 

In  my  opinion,  parents  play  a  more  important  role  in  a  child's  academic 
success  than  classmates  do.  When  a  great  scholar  does  appear,  credit  for  his 
or  her  success  probably  should  go  to  the  scholar's  parents,  not  classmates. 
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072.  Giving  grades  (or  marks)  or  schoolwork  gives  students  a  motive 
to  study  and  learn.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


Wherever  education  is  highly  respected,  students  are  encouraged  to  do  well 
in  school,  and  the  best  way  to  measure  performance  is  grades.  So  many 
benefits  are  attached  to  good  grades  that  they  provide  much  encouragement 
for  students  to  learn.  Here  are  a  few  of  them. 

For  one  thing,  grades  mean  prestige.  Good  marks  result  in  high  prestige. 
Poor  marks  result  in  low  prestige.  What  could  be  higher  praise  than  to  call 
someone  a  Ustraight-A  student"?  A  good  grade  means  such  respect  that  the 
grade  may  be  its  own  reward.  For  a  "straight-F  student,"  by  contrast,  society 
probably  has  no  use  at  all. 

Also,  high  grades  carry  more  tangible  benefits.  In  many  ways,  good  grades  in 
school  mean  prosperity  later.  A  straight-A  student  in  high  school  is  likely  to 
go  on  to  college,  get  an  advanced  degree,  and  have  a  successful  career  with  a 
good  income.  Such  a  student  can  get  scholarships  and  other  financial  aid 
based  on  merit.  Awards  and  prizes  with  money  attached  also  come  more 
easily  to  high-ranking  students  than  to  students  with  lower  grades. 

To  sum  up.  the  value  of  high  grades  depends  on  how  freely  they  are  awarded. 
If  it  is  easy  to  get  an  A  then  the  value  of  high  grades  diminishes.  This  is  why 
"grade  inflation"  has  become  a  problem.  At  many  schools,  however,  grades 
still  carry  so  much  weight  that  they  provide  a  powerful  incentive  to  learn. 
Good  grades  equal  success.  As  long  as  the  equation  is  that  simple,  students 
will  want  to  study. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


074.  Travel  is  most  enjoyable  when  you  are  in  a  group  conducted  by 
a  tour  guide.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  #*## 


Sample 


Some  people  prefer  to  travel  in  groups,  led  by  a  tour  guide.  That  is  definitely  a 
convenient  arrangement.  The  problem  is,  everyone  in  the  group  then  has  the 
same  experience.  Everyone  travels  the  same  route  and  hears  the  same 
lecture.  How  does  such  a  tour  differ  from  staying  home  and  watching  a  travel 
video?  There  is  hardly  any  difference.  Individual  travel,  without  a  guide,  is 
much  more  enjoyable,  because  you  can  create  your  own  traveling  experience. 

To  illustrate,  imagine  visiting  one  of  the  world's  great  art  museums.  Which 
would  you  rather  do:  see  the  whole  thing  quickly,  rushing  along  in  a  guided 
tour,  or  see  a  few  parts  of  the  museum  at  your  own  pace?  It  is  better  to  view 
a  few  things  closely  than  many  things  at  a  glance. 

For  example,  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  in  Washington,  D.C.  used  to  have  a 
room  devoted  to  paints  by  the  Spanish  artist  Goya.  Some  of  the  paintings 
were  bold  and  vivid.  Others  were  sober  and  restrained.  One  painting  was 
highly  realistic.  Another  was  almost  abstract.  The  same  artist  -  Goya  -  had 
painted  in  many  different  styles  and  painted  many  different  subjects.  Looking 
at  his  paintings  closely,  one  got  to  know  him  better.  It  was  almost  like 
meeting  Goya  himself,  because  his  art  revealed  a  complex  person. 

To  conclude,  an  experience  like  that  would  have  been  unlikely  on  a  guided 
tour.  Of  course,  not  all  guided  tours  are  quick  and  superficial.  Some  are  well- 
run  and  informative.  Given  a  choice,  however,  one  can  leam  much  more 
when  one  is  one's  own  "tour  guide." 
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076.  Children  should  begin  studying  a  foreign  language  as  soon  as 
they  begin  going  to  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
policy?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
view. 


Sample 


Learning  a  foreign  language  is  important.  Children  benefit  from  studying 
foreign  languages  at  an  early  age.  A  child  who  learns  a  second  language 
around  age  eight  to  10  has  a  much  richer  education  than  children  who  lack 
exposure  to  foreign  languages.  There  is  no  good  reason,  however,  to  start 
foreign-language  instruction  the  moment  a  child  begins  school. 

First,  a  child  should  learn  his  or  her  native  language  well.  That  is  the  most 
important  step.  Then,  having  acquired  one  language,  the  child  will  be  better 
able  to  leam  others.  The  principle,  "one  thing  at  a  time,"  applies  here. 
Learning  one's  native  language  thoroughly,  at  the  start  of  life,  provides  a  solid 
base  for  future  learning. 

Also,  trying  to  learn  two  different  languages  at  once  may  be  too  difficult  for  a 
child.  He  or  she  may  become  confused,  and  end  up  learning  neither  language 
well.  The  child  may  switch  often  between  two  languages  when  speaking. 
Then  people  who  listen  to  the  child  will  be  confused. 

When  Winston  Churchill  was  a  boy,  he  learned  English  first  Afterward,  he 
went  on  to  study  other  languages.  Would  Churchill  have  been  such  a  master 
of  English  if  he  had  tried  to  leam  English,  French,  and  Latin  all  at  once? 
Probably,  he  would  not. 

Of  course,  not  every  child  will  grow  up  to  be  a  Churchill.  Still,  "one  language 
at  a  time"  -  starting  with  one's  native  language  -  is  almost  certainly  the  best 
approach. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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077.  There  should  be  separate  schools  for  girls  and  for  boys.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


■ft-fr-frizi? 


Sample 


"Single-sex"  schools,  devoted  entirely  to  boys  or  to  girls,  have  a  long, 
distinguished  history.  They  have  done  a  good  job  of  educating  students, 
because  they  have  advantages  that  "mixed"  schools,  with  both  male  and 
female  students,  do  not.  For  several  reasons,  I  would  prefer  to  send  a  child  to 
a  single-sex  school. 

First,  boys  and  girls  have  very  different  needs.  They  differ  greatly  in  their 
intellectual  and  emotional  development.  It  is  hard  for  a  school  to  meet  all 
those  needs.  They  can  be  met  more  easily  when  a  school  is  restricted  to  boys 
or  to  girls. 

Also,  boys  of  a  certain  age  tend  to  be  sexually  aggressive.  This  tendency  can 
cause  serious  problems  in  a  mixed  school.  Experience  in  many  countries  has 
made  this  lesson  clear.  Until  boys  have  learned  enough  self-control,  it  is 
better  for  them  to  have  schools  of  their  own. 

In  addition,  male  students'  interests  and  strengths  are,  in  academics,  very 
different  from  those  of  females.  Boys  have  an  inclination  toward  mathematics 
and  mechanical  activities.  Girls  are  more  verbally  oriented.  This  division  is 
not  rigid,  of  course,  but  it  does  mean  that  a  single-sex  school  may  be  better 
able  than  a  mixed  school  to  develop  a  workable  curriculum. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  all  single-sex  schools  are  ideal.  Neither  does  it  mean 
that  all  mixed  schools  are  bad.  Still,  single-sex  schools  reflect  a  fact:  boys  are 
not  girls,  and  girls  are  not  boys.  Children  of  each  sex  benefit  from  having 
their  own,  "single-sex"  schools. 
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A  \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question  f\  ^  )    "f 

081.  Some  people  say  technology  has  improved  our  world.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


ixirixtiiz 


Sample 


Has  technology  made  the  world  a  better  place  to  live?  The  answer  depends  on 
which  technology  you  are  talking  about.  In  the  case  of  nuclear  weapons,  the 
answer  is  probably  no.  If  you  are  talking  about  medical  technology,  then  the 
answer  is  probably  yes.  The  specific  technology  makes  the  difference.  So,  let 
us  look  at  two  technologies  that  have  definitely  made  the  world  a  safer  and 
more  pleasant  place. 

First,  technology  has  been  developed  to  control  diabetes.  This  disease  is  very 
serious  and  still  incurable,  but  it  can  now  be  managed,  thanks  to  modem 
technology.  Until  the  mid-20th  century,  a  diagnosis  of  diabetes  was 
practically  a  death  sentence.  Then  the  discovery  of  insulin  provided  a  way  to 
control  diabetes.  In  a  few  years,  people  with  diabetes  were  able  to  give 
themselves  life-saving  injections  of  insulin.  Now  diabetics  can  lead  normal 
lives.  Technology  made  this  happy  situation  possible. 

Meanwhile,  far  overhead,  weather  satellites  track  storms  and  let 
meteorologists  predict  weather  days  in  advance.  This  technology  makes  the 
world  much  safer.  A  satellite  can  detect  the  beginnings  of  a  hurricane.  Then, 
satellite  pictures  make  it  possible  to  track  the  hurricane,  estimate  its 
strength,  and  tell  how  great  a  danger  it  presents.  With  satellite  data,  weather 
experts  decide  whether  to  issue  storm  warnings.  If  a  very  dangerous  storm  is 
on  the  way,  then  people  can  get  out  of  its  way  and  avoid  danger.  In  that  case, 
satellite  technology  may  save  many  lives. 

In  summary,  not  all  technologies  are  used  to  such  good  effect.  When  used 
wisely,  however,  technology  makes  our  lives  safer,  more  pleasant,  and  more 
productive. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


082.  Advertising  reveals  much  about  a  country.  Do  you  agree  with 
that  opinion,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Advertising  says  much  about  a  country,  because  it  has  to  say  something  to 
that  country's  people,  in  language  they  can  understand.  Every  country's 
advertising,  then,  is  unique  to  that  country.  Advertising  from  Japan  is 
distinctive  to  Japan,  advertising  from  England  is  unique  to  England,  and  so 
on.  Here  are  examples  of  what  advertising  tells  us  about  a  country. 

For  example,  look  at  advertising  from  the  United  States.  Many  ads  are  for 
expensive  products  like  cars.  Such  ads  tell  us  that  the  U.S.  is  a  wealthy 
country.  Many  other  advertisements  are  for  resorts  and  vacation  spots.  These 
ads  tell  us  that  America  is  a  rich  country  where  people  have  time  for  leisure. 

Let's  take  another  example.  Canadian  advertising  has  a  different  message. 
Many  Canadian  ads  try  to  emphasize  Canada's  differences  from  the  U.S.  One 
famous  Canadian  ad  showed  an  actor  playing  an  "ordinary"  Canadian.  He 
pointed  out  how  he  was  a  Canadian,  not  an  American!  The  ad  was  very 
popular.  It  also  said  something  important  about  Canada:  Canadians  are 
scared  of  domination  by  their  big,  rich,  powerful  neighbor  to  the  south. 

In  summary,  advertising  is  like  a  fingerprint  or  a  mirror.  It  says  unmistakably 
which  country  created  it,  and  what  that  country  and  its  people  are  like.  Just 
by  looking  at  ads,  you  probably  could  tell  which  country  you  were  in! 
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083.  Some  people  think  technology  is  giving  the  world  a  single, 
uniform  culture.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer 


■tititiiziz 


Sample 


For  many  years,  people  around  the  world  have  feared  that  modern 
technology  will  create  a  single  world  culture.  There  is  some  reason  for  that 
fear.  Modem  technology  can  influence  people  around  the  globe.  Yet,  this  does 
not  mean  that  a  single,  homogeneous  world  culture  is  inevitable.  On  the 
contrary,  modem  technology  is  giving  national  and  regional  cultures  a  new 
lease  on  life.  Thus,  a  uniform  world  culture  is  as  far  away  as  ever. 

For  evidence,  look  at  Chinese  cinema.  It  remains  distinctively  Chinese,  with 
Chinese  themes  and  Chinese  characters,  in  spite  of  Hollywood's  power.  The 
same  is  true  of  Japanese  cinema.  Japanese  movies  are  still  unmistakably 
Japanese,  though  foreigners  may  enjoy  them  too.  India  has  a  booming  movie 
industry  that  is  characteristically  Indian,  despite  the  name  "Bollywood." 

Again,  let's  consider  TV  programs.  TV  entertainment  also  shows  a  strong 
imprint  of  national  cultures.  Malaysia,  for  example,  has  a  huge  audience  for 
domestic  dramas  made  there,  with  Malaysian  stories  and  players.  Finally, 
look  at  TV  in  Korea.  There  is  no  shortage  of  uniquely  Korean  programs, 
including  costume  dramas  like  Cho  Guxmgjo  and  Taejo  Wanggun,  to  name 
only  two  recent  examples. 

In  conclusion,  modem  technology  has  not  wiped  out  national  cultures.  Just 
the  opposite  has  happened.  Nations  have  used  technology  to  strengthen  and 
preserve  their  individual  cultures.  In  fact,  they  are  giving  Hollywood  a  run  for 
its  money.  At  least  for  a  while,  then,  the  threat  of  technology  creating  a 
"single  world  culture"  seems  very  remote. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


088.  Some  people  think  that  because  of  email  and  telephones, 
communication  among  people  is  less  personal  now  than  it  used 
to  be.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


There  is  no  question  that  telephones  and  email  have  made  communications 
between  people  less  personal.  There  is  an  irony  here.  These  technologies  were 
supposed  to  keep  people  in  closer  touch  with  one  another.  They  have  done 
that,  but  at  the  same  time  made  communications  highly  impersonal. 
Although  you  can  reach  almost  anyone,  anywhere,  by  phone  or  email,  it  is 
almost  as  if  two  machines  are  communicating,  not  two  people. 

For  example,  email  messages  can  be  impersonal  in  the  extreme.  A  single 
email  message  may  be  addressed  to  hundreds  of  recipients.  Even  a 
"personal"  email  may  have  nothing  personal  about  it.  It  may  be  only  five  or 
ten  words,  without  a  greeting  or  conclusion.  A  computer  could  have 
composed  such  a  message.  In  some  cases,  maybe  a  computer  did. 

Also,  telephone  service  can  be  equally  impersonal.  Answering  machines  serve 
as  a  barrier  between  callers  and  the  people  they  are  calling.  Try  calling  an 
office  in  the  United  States.  Often,  you  do  not  speak  with  a  person  at  all.  You 
merely  hear  recorded  messages  chosen  from  a  menu.  At  last,  a  machine  asks 
you  to  leave  a  message.  "Someone  will  get  back  to  you,"  the  machine  says. 

Then  you  wonder:  will  that  "someone"  be  a  human,  or  just  another  machine? 
This  is  the  world  that  telephones  and  email  have  given  us.  In  it,  we  may 
appear  to  be  well-connected  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  when  in  fact  we  are 
highly  isolated  from  other  people.  The  "personal  touch"  in  communications  is 
gone. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question  f^\  f       /t 
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094.  Some  people  say  that  dancing  is  an  important  part  of  a  culture. 
Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Dancing  is  so  important  to  culture  that  many  dances  have  become  national 
symbols.  Russia,  for  example,  has  the  famous  hopak  dance.  Dancers  are 
symbols  of  Indonesia.  The  "square  dance"  once  was  symbolic  of  the  rural 
United  States.  Native  Americans  had  ceremonial  dances  commonly  known  as 
"rain  dances."  The  English  language  is  full  of  expressions  with  the  word 
"dance"  in  them.  To  "dance  in  the  streets"  means  to  celebrate  something.  A 
"song  and  dance"  means  an  unconvincing  argument.  In  countless  ways, 
then,  dancing  plays  an  important  part  in  culture. 

One  important  function  of  dance  is  to  express  a  need  or  wish.  Some 
ceremonial  dances  serve  this  purpose.  They  may  convey  a  wish  for  success  in 
war  or  a  big  harvest.  Ancient  Egypt,  as  far  as  we  can  tell,  had  highly  symbolic 
dances  of  this  kind.  So  did  Native  Americans. 

Another  function  of  dance  in  culture  is  entertainment.  Dances  may  tell 
stories  in  an  interesting  way.  Whether  the  story  is  a  litde  folk  tale  or  a  great 
epic,  dance  can  illustrate  it.  What  is  Tchaikovsky's  Swan  Lake,  for  example, 
except  a  story  told  in  dance? 

There  is  also  the  role  of  dances  as  milestones,  so  to  speak,  in  a  person's  life. 
At  American  high  schools,  dances  were  once  important  social  events  that 
helped  to  indicate  that  an  adolescent  was  becoming  an  adult.  "The  dance" 
might  be  the  school's  most  important  social  occasion  of  the  year. 

In  many  respects,  then,  dances  are  major  elements  of  culture.  One  might 
take  away  dances  and  still  have  culture,  but  the  culture  would  be  very 
different. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


097.  Teachers'  pay  should  depend  on  how  successfully  their 
students  learn.  Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •••# 


Sample 


In  principle,  it  would  be  good  if  a  teacher's  success  in  the  classroom  could  be 
rewarded  with  higher  pay.  In  practice,  however,  there  are  obstacles  to  such  a 
plan.  How  is  "academic  performance"  to  be  measured?  How  would  such  a 
plan  address  levels  of  difficulty  among  various  subjects?  Such  obstacles 
notwithstanding,  a  performance-based  pay  system  has  merit  and  should  at 
least  be  considered,  but  as  a  bonus  system,  not  as  an  increase  in  basic  pay. 

For  example,  a  bonus  of  a  set  amount  of  money  could  be  awarded  to  the 
teacher  whose  students  have  shown  greatest  improvement  in  a  particular 
subject  area,  such  as  mathematics,  social  studies,  or  languages.  The  bonus 
method  would  be  simpler  than  adjusting  an  individual  teacher's  scale  of  pay, 
yet  would  provide  a  strong  incentive  to  improve  the  performance  of  both 
teachers  and  students. 

Also,  a  bonus  system  would  have  the  benefit  of  focusing  attention  on  which 
subjects  should  have  priority  in  a  curriculum.  Most  people  would  agree  that 
superior  performance  in  teaching  math  or  science  deserves  a  greater  reward 
than  other  subjects  outside  the  so-called  core  curriculum.  Which  subjects, 
however,  are  most  "deserving"?  Should  algebra  rank  higher  than  French 
literature?  Should  physics  instructors  receive  greater  rewards  than  teachers 
of  art  or  music?  A  bonus  system  might  help  schools  establish  a  ranking 
system  for  individual  disciplines. 

Schools  already  have  a  bonus  system  of  sorts,  in  their  athletic  programs.  A 
coach  whose  team  wins  many  games  becomes  eligible  for  awards  and 
honors.  This  kind  of  career  advancement  is  not  the  same  as  a  bonus  of 
money,  but  it  does  result  in  winning  teams.  A  similar  approach,  applied  to 
academics,  might  benefit  teachers  and  students  alike. 
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^1  ^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question **f    /^\  /~^ 

102.  Some  people  think  that  schools  should  allow  students  to 
evaluate  teachers.  Do  you  support  or  oppose  that  opinion?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••rtfc 


Sample 


Student  evaluations  of  teachers  can  be  informative  and  useful,  as  long  as  the 
evaluations  are  conducted  with  care  and  do  not  actually  constitute  an  official 
verdict  on  a  teacher's  capabilities  and  performance. 

This  is  because  the  gauge  of  a  teacher's  adequacy  is  how  much  students 
learn,  as  reflected  by  test  scores  and  /or  other  measures.  Those  additional 
measures  may  include  questionnaires  that  solicit  and  record  students' 
responses  to  questions  such  as  "Did  the  teacher  explain  the  subject  matter 
clearly?"  and  "Was  the  text  in  this  course  understandable?"  A  preponderance 
of  "yes"  responses  may  indicate  that  a  teacher  or  text  is  effective,  whereas  a 
large  number  of  "no"  responses  may  point  to  a  problem. 

The  efficacy  of  such  evaluations  depends,  of  course,  on  many  variables,  such 
as  how  a  questionnaire  is  designed  and  administered.  Ambiguous  or  biased 
questions  can  yield  unreliable  results.  Specific  and  carefully  worded 
questions,  on  the  other  hand,  may  elicit  much  useful  information.  Sample 
size  is  another  important  factor.  A  small  number  of  responses  is  likely  to 
reveal  very  little,  but  a  larger  sample  size  will  probably  provide  more  accurate 
results. 

Student  evaluations  of  teachers  have  been  used  to  good  effect  at  colleges  and 
universities.  Students'  comments  say  much  about  what  teachers  are  doing 
right,  and  wrong.  When  students  are  mature  and  capable  of  balanced 
judgment,  and  when  a  questionnaire  distributed  to  them  is  well-designed 
and  returned  in  sufficient  numbers,  everyone  -  teachers  and  students  alike  - 
may  learn  much  and  benefit  greatly.  Therefore,  I  think  that  student 
evaluations  of  teachers  are  needed. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


119.  People  behave  in  different  ways  when  they  wear  different 
clothes.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••#* 


Sample 


A  saying  goes,  "Clothes  make  the  man."  How  we  dress  affects  how  we  behave. 
A  well-dressed  person  is  likely  to  feel  more  self-confident,  and  to  be  more 
successful  in  work  requiring  in-person  social  contact,  than  a  poorly  dressed 
person.  Dress  and  behavior  are  practically  inseparable. 

Uniforms,  for  example,  are  associated  with  authority  of  one  kind  or  another. 
A  colonel's  or  naval  captain's  uniform  indicates  that  its  wearer  carries 
considerable  authority  and  is  expected  to  give  orders  that  must  be  obeyed. 
Simply  putting  on  such  a  uniform  therefore  requires  a  certain  kind  of 
behavior.  A  clown  suit,  by  contrast,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  absurd  and 
comical  behavior.  Almost  by  definition,  someone  dressed  like  a  clown  really  is 
a  clown  and  should  act  the  part. 

This  principle  -  one  is  what  one  wears  -  helps  to  explain  a  traditional  practice 
of  victorious  armies.  The  victors  commonly  would  strip  their  prisoners  of  their 
uniforms.  Deprived  of  their  special  clothing,  the  prisoners  felt  intimidated 
and  powerless.  They  were  finished  as  fighters,  and  no  longer  capable  of 
effective  resistance. 

There  is  of  course  a  limit  to  the  influence  of  clothing  on  behavior.  A  king 
becomes  no  less  a  king  simply  by  changing  into  casual  wear.  Still,  one  never 
should  underestimate  the  link  between  how  we  dress  and  how  we  behave. 


TOEFL  Writing    81 


Type 


A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question ^f     /""^  f 

120.  One  can  make  decisions  quickly,  or  after  thinking  long  and 
carefully.  Some  people  say  it  is  always  wrong  to  make  a  decision 
quickly.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 

••••* 


Sample 


Decisions  made  quickly  are  not  always  wrong,  but  decisions  made  after 
careful  thought  are  usually  better.  A  quick  decision  does  not  allow  enough 
time  to  consider  all  the  important  factors  in  a  situation.  That  is  why  it  is 
always  advisable,  if  time  allows,  to  think  calmly  and  carefully  when  making  a 
decision. 

For  example,  imagine  you  are  the  head  of  a  company  which  is  losing  money. 
You  must  lay  off  part  of  the  work  force.  About  100  workers  will  lose  their 
jobs.  Should  you  give  them  one  month's  notice?  That  would  make  things 
easier  for  the  employees,  but  the  company  would  have  to  pay  them  for  that 
month. 

Another  approach  is  to  tell  them  tomorrow  that  they  all  have  been  laid  off, 
and  have  them  leave  the  building  the  same  day.  This  method  may  seem 
cruel,  but  it  would  save  millions  of  dollars  for  the  company,  at  a  time  when 
every  dollar  matters.  On  the  other  hand,  the  remaining  employees  may 
decide  that  their  jobs  are  at  risk  too,  and  leave.  Then  you  would  have  to 
replace  them.  Either  approach  has  both  advantages  and  disadvantages. 

After  all,  not  every  decision  is  so  complicated.  Most  decisions  are 
comparatively  simple.  When  a  decision  affects  your  life  and  the  lives  of  others 
in  some  important  way,  however,  a  cautious,  careful  decision  is  best. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

122.  "People  always  want  more  than  what  they  have  already,  or 
something  new  and  different.  They  are  never  satisfied  with  what 
they  have  already. "  Do  you  agree  with  this  statement,  or  not? 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 

answer. 

•  •••* 


The  wish  for  change  is  a  basic  characteristic  of  humans.  As  a  rule,  people  are 
never  quite  satisfied  with  what  they  have,  although  for  many  different 
reasons. 

One  reason  is  greed.  Americans  tell  the  story  of  a  land-hungry  man.  "I'm  not 
greedy  for  land,"  the  man  said.  "I  just  want  what's  next  to  mine."  In  some 
people,  the  craving  for  more  wealth  and  possessions  never  ends. 

There  is  also  the  hunger  for  perfection,  or  at  least  a  very  high  level  of 
achievement.  A  good  singer  practices  for  years,  hoping  to  become  a  perfect 
singer.  An  artist  paints  all  day,  every  day,  trying  to  produce  a  perfect  example 
of  his  art.  The  desire  to  make  or  do  something  better,  to  do  it  perfectly  if 
possible,  is  a  powerful  motive. 

Then  there  is  boredom.  Nearly  everyone  becomes  bored  with  his  or  her 
situation  or  surroundings  from  time  to  time,  and  desires  a  change.  The 
change  may  involve  buying  new  clothes,  moving  to  a  new  home,  or  simply 
rearranging  furniture.  After  such  a  change,  life  seems  fresher  and  more 
interesting.  The  change  also  may  satisfy  an  inner  need  to  exert  control  over 
one's  environment. 

Is  anyone,  then,  ever  content  with  what  he  or  she  has?  A  very  few  people  care 
nothing  about  possessions,  wealth,  and  surroundings.  Most  of  us,  however, 
cannot  stand  to  keep  things  unchanged  for  long.  That  is  why  our  lives  are  an 
endless  search  for  more  than  what  we  have,  or  at  least  something  different. 
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^  ^  Agree  or  Disagree  Question , 


123.  We  should  read  only  books  that  are  about  actual  persons  and 
events,  or  proven  facts.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

•  •••■fr 


Sample 


There  are  two  worlds:  the  world  which  is.  and  the  world  which  might  be. 
Nonfiction  deals  with  the  former,  and  fiction  with  the  latter.  There  is  no 
reason  to  restrict  one's  reading  to  nonfiction  (that  is,  books  dealing  with  real 
people,  real  events,  and  established  facts),  because  fiction  can  be  as 
instructive  as  nonfiction,  though  in  a  different  way. 

For  example,  works  of  imagination  can  help  us  understand  this  world  better 
by  going  beyond  mere  fact  and  showing  us  alternative  worlds.  Imagine,  for 
example,  a  man  shipwrecked  in  a  land  where  the  people  are  only  several 
centimeters  tall.  In  the  imagination  of  Jonathan  Swift,  such  an  encounter 
allowed  him  to  make  revealing  comments  about  English  society.  Swift  could 
have  done  the  same  thing  in  nonfiction,  but  an  imaginary  setting  made  his 
message  much  more  effective. 

Countless  authors  have  used  fiction  to  teach  lessons,  warn  of  dangers,  and 
explore  the  complexities  of  the  mind.  Cervantes  used  Don  Quixote  and 
Sancho  to  illustrate  the  conflict  between  the  idealist  and  the  realist.  George 
Orwell  wrote  1984  to  warn  about  the  dangers  of  totalitarianism.  Jules  Verne 
used  the  imaginary  Captain  Nemo  and  his  submarine  to  show  that 
technology  could  be  either  beneficial  or  destructive,  depending  on  how  it  was 
used. 

Therefore,  these  examples  demonstrate  the  value  of  fiction.  Sometimes  a 
fictional  story  is  much  more  instructive  reading  than  a  factual  one,  because  it 
lets  the  author  dramatize  a  current  situation  and  show  where  it  might  lead. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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124.  Literature  and  history  are  more  important  subjects  for  students 
than  mathematics  and  science.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 


***** 


Sample 


History  and  literature  are  often  seen  as  luxuries  in  the  modem  curriculum. 
However,  I  must  oppose  attempts  to  give  literature  and  history  a  subordinate 
position  in  the  curriculum.  These  subjects  are  just  as  important  as  math  and 
science,  for  several  reasons. 

First,  there  is  much  more  to  life  than  expertise  in  science  and  math.  A 
balanced  education  requires  exposure  to  history  and  literature  as  well. 
Indeed,  knowledge  of  history  is  essential  to  education  in  the  sciences, 
because  one  cannot  understand  a  science  well  without  knowing  how  it 
developed  and  who  developed  it. 

In  addition,  history  is  a  record  of  the  most  important  subject  of  all:  human 
behavior.  What  people  did  with  discoveries  and  inventions  is  at  least  as 
important  as  what  people  discovered  and  invented.  Whereas  science  gives  us 
insight  into  the  physical  and  biological  environment  around  us,  history 
increases  our  understanding  of  our  human  environment. 

Meanwhile,  literature  gives  us  a  clearer  understanding  of  almost  everything 
else,  by  putting  thoughts  into  vivid  language.  Consider  Shakespeare,  in 
Julius  Caesar.  "The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them;  the  good  is  oft  interred 
with  their  bones."  There  is  an  important  idea,  clearly  expressed.  Would  it 
come  to  mind  so  easily,  were  it  not  part  of  a  famous  work  of  literature?  Ideas 
made  available  through  literature  and  history  are  essential  to  a  complete 
education.  That  is  why  it  is  a  mistake  to  emphasize  science  and  math  at  their 
expense. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

125.  Courses  in  music  and  art  should  be  required  for  students  in  high 
school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  ••••& 


Sample 


Students  can  benefit  greatly  from  studying  art  and  music  in  school. 
Requiring  all  students  to  take  art  and  music  in  school,  however,  is  the  wrong 
approach.  Courses  in  art  and  music  should  not  be  required  of  all  students. 

For  one  thing,  schools  do  not  have  enough  resources  to  carry  out  such  a 
plan.  They  must  teach  many  essentials  such  as  language  and  math,  and 
have  few  resources  left  over  for  other  subjects.  Extra  money  will  be  hard  to 
find.  So  will  skilled  teachers.  This  is  one  practical  reason  why  art  and  music 
should  not  be  required  for  all  students.  Schools  already  have  enough  to  do, 
without  giving  them  more  responsibilities. 

Then  there  is  the  "reaction  problem."  For  every  action  (Sir  Isaac  Newton 
wrote),  there  is  an  equal  but  opposite  reaction.  That  principle  applies  here.  If 
we  force  students  to  study  something,  most  of  them  will  hate  it  or  be 
indifferent  to  it.  This  approach  produces  exactly  the  opposite  of  the  desired 
result.  A  required  subject  is  hardly  ever  a  popular  subject. 

Also,  good  teachers  of  art  and  music  already  exist  in  large  numbers  outside 
the  schools.  Parents  who  want  their  children  to  leam  about  art  and  music 
can  take  them  to  those  teachers. 

In  principle,  it  would  be  good  if  every  student  took  courses  in  art  and  music 
in  school.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  such  activities  are  not  for  everyone.  Art 
and  music  are  best  taught  as  electives,  for  students  who  have  the  desire  and 
ability  to  study  them.  Requiring  such  courses  is  not  the  answer. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


126.  Older  people  have  nothing  to  learn  from  the  young.  Dt 

agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 


**^*r# 


Sample 


New  attitudes  and  opinions  are  more  likely  to  come  from  the  young  than 
from  the  old.  What  is  more,  the  young  tend  to  have  the  benefit  of  originality. 
That  is  why  they  have  much  to  teach  the  old,  who  may  be  so  constrained  by 
tradition  and  convention  that  they  can  see  nothing  outside  their  narrowed 
frame  of  reference. 

Many  advances  in  science  are  the  work  of  young  scientists,  not  the  elderly. 
Albert  Einstein  conceived  his  theory  of  relativity  while  a  young  employee  at  a 
patent  office,  and  for  the  rest  of  his  life  accomplished  little.  The  formulation  of 
the  Newtonian  laws  of  motion,  the  unraveling  of  the  genetic  code,  and  the 
cosmological  model  of  an  expanding  universe  were  all  achievements  of 
relatively  young  investigators. 

Similar  cases  could  be  cited  in  philosophy,  literature,  art,  and  practically 
every  other  field  of  human  activity.  Indeed,  it  has  become  almost  a  cliche  that 
an  artist,  researcher  or  theorist  has  one  or  two  good  ideas  at  an  early  age. 
then  spends  the  rest  of  his  or  her  life  developing  them. 

Of  course,  the  youthful  thinker,  however  brilliant,  may  be  at  a  disadvantage 
merely  because  he  or  she  is  still  young.  Nonetheless,  the  structure  of  any 
reasonably  open  society  is  such  that  an  original,  valid  idea  is  virtually  certain 
to  acquire  supporters  and,  eventually,  the  acceptance  it  deserves.  When  the 
young  have  something  of  value  to  teach  the  old,  its  value  will  be  recognized  in 
time. 
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127.  Reading  fiction,  such  as  short  stories  and  novels,  is  more  fun 
than  watching  motion  pictures.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your 
view. 


Sample 


Reading  fiction  is  preferable  to  watching  movies,  for  several  reasons.  One 
reason  is  that  a  movie  requires  a  projection  system  and  thus  can  be  viewed 
only  in  one  place.  A  book,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  carried  anywhere  and 
requires  no  power  supply.  A  printed  novel  is  therefore  more  convenient  than 
a  movie. 

Also,  the  novel  leaves  more  to  one's  imagination  than  a  movie  does.  A  reader's 
interpretation  of  a  novel  may  be  far  more  vivid  and  imaginative  than  a 
filmmaker's.  That  is  why  the  saying,  The  book  was  better  than  the  movie," 
has  become  a  cliche.  In  many  cases,  the  original  novel  is  better  than  a  movie 
based  upon  it. 

Moreover,  a  book  is  a  more  interactive  medium  than  a  movie.  A  special  kind 
of  interface,  so  to  speak,  develops  between  the  reader  and  the  written  word. 
This  interface  is  uniquely  interactive,  because  readers  must  put  their  own 
interpretation  on  the  text.  Less  interactivity  exists  between  viewers  and  a 
movie.  Its  images  neither  require  nor  lend  themselves  to  free  interpretation. 

In  short,  there  is  no  particular  challenge  in  viewing  movies.  A  novel,  by 
contrast,  can  be  extremely  challenging.  A  single  word  on  paper  may  contain  a 
whole  world  of  meaning.  This  is  not  to  say  that  all  movies  are  uriinformative 
and  simplistic,  nor  that  all  novels  are  worth  reading.  As  an  experience, 
however,  reading  novels  is  usually  superior  to  movie  viewing. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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131.  The  only  successful  person  Is  someone  who  makes  large 
amounts  of  money.  Do  you  agree  with  that  opinion,  or  not?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 
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Money  is  one  indicator  of  who  is  or  is  not  successful.  An  elaborate  set  of 
status  symbols  is  based  on  the  equation,  "success  =  money."  When  we 
substitute  something  else  for  "money"  in  that  equation,  however,  the  picture 
suddenly  looks  much  different. 

For  example,  let  us  define  success  as  having  a  close,  affectionate  family.  Now, 
the  materially  well-off  are  not  necessarily  the  most  successful.  Many  wealthy 
families  are  miserable  because  of  domestic  conflict,  whereas  many  low-  and 
middle-income  families  are  solid  and  happy.  Which  group  is  the  more 
successful?  By  this  standard,  a  family  just  above  the  poverty  line  may  have 
attained  greater  success  than  a  millionaire's  household. 

Another  standard  of  success  is  learning.  A  man  or  woman  may  live  in  a 
studio  apartment  in  a  modest  building  and  subsist  on  only  a  few  dollars  a 
day,  yet  have  a  wealth  of  knowledge  far  beyond  that  of  many  billionaires. 
Which  is  worth  more:  a  million  dollars  in  the  bank,  where  inflation  or 
confiscation  can  wipe  one's  money  out,  or  a  wealth  of  knowledge? 

Perhaps  that  question  is  best  answered  with  another  question.  Who  was  the 
richest  person  in  the  London  of  Shakespeare's  day?  No  one  remembers;  but 
we  do  remember  Shakespeare  and  his  plays.  By  this  reckoning,  Shakespeare 
-  by  no  means  a  very  rich  man  -  was  in  fact  more  successful  than  his 
wealthy  contemporaries.  That  is  worth  remembering  when  we  are  tempted  to 
see  the  people  with  the  most  money  as  the  greatest  successes. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question  ^)     ^) 

133.  Childhood,  or  the  period  between  birth  and  age  12,  is  the  most 
important  part  of  an  individual's  life.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


The  years  between  birth  and  age  12  are  not  necessarily  the  most  important 
part  of  life.  Granted,  certain  attitudes,  skills,  and  behaviors,  such  as  the 
ability  to  read  and  the  habit  of  considering  other  persons'  needs  and  feelings 
as  well  as  one's  own,  may  be  "programmed"  into  a  child  in  his  or  her  first  12 
years.  Nonetheless,  childhood  is  not  the  single  most  important  time  of  life.  An 
equally  important  period  of  learning  and  conditioning  occurs  immediately 
after  childhood,  during  adolescence. 

Indeed,  the  years  between  12  and  18  -  that  is,  adolescence  -  will  actually 
determine,  in  large  measure,  what  the  adult  will  become.  This  is  when  the 
boy  who  enjoyed  constructing  "buildings"  out  of  blocks  as  a  child  recognizes 
that  he  can  go  on  to  become  an  architect,  or  the  girl  who  loved  books 
perceives  that  she  may  have  a  future  as  a  writer. 

Likewise,  the  adolescent  who  receives  a  good  education  is  likely  to  become  a 
professional  such  as  a  doctor,  lawyer,  banker,  journalist,  or  accountant.  Only 
a  few  blocks  away,  in  an  environment  characterized  by  poverty,  violent  crime, 
substance  abuse,  and  lack  of  opportunity,  another  adolescent  may  be  able  to 
imagine  no  career  higher  than  that  of  a  jailkeeper. 

Except  in  certain  rare  instances,  the  adult  takes  shape  during  adolescence. 
In  perhaps  99  cases  out  of  100,  one  can  trace  the  individual's  later  career  - 
as  teacher,  nurse,  author,  gangster,  or  whatever  -  back  to  the  adolescent 
years  rather  than  childhood. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


1 34.  As  soon  as  children  can  help  with  work  around  the  house,  they 
should  be  required  to  do  so.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  **## 


Sample 


These  days,  many  people  (mostly  adults)  complain  that  young  people  do  not 
have  a  great  enough  sense  of  responsibility  or  respect  for  authority.  Nothing 
could  be  further  from  the  truth.  Requiring  children  to  help  around  the  home 
is  no  longer  necessary  as  it  once  was.  In  fact,  it  is  detrimental  to  a  child's 
development. 

First  of  all,  helping  around  the  home  takes  time.  A  child's  time  is,  contrary  to 
common  opinion,  very  valuable.  Children  do  not  have  as  much  time  as  adults 
because  they  require  much  more  sleep  every  day.  What  time  they  have  is 
already  very  structured,  with  school,  homework,  sports,  and  other  activities. 
Play  is  one  of  the  most  important  activities  in  a  child's  life,  vital  for  proper 
development  and  socialization. 

Secondly,  requiring  children  to  help  only  teaches  them  authoritarianism. 
Encouraging  a  child  to  be  thoughtful  is  great,  but  requiring  such  help  only 
makes  a  child  feel  like  a  housekeeper  or  a  slave. 

Thirdly,  requiring  help  is  an  anachronism.  In  the  past,  when  life  was  hard 
and  most  people  were  poor,  children  had  to  help  out  in  order  for  the  family  to 
survive.  These  days,  however,  the  developed  world  is  very  different  There  is 
much  less  work  to  do  in  the  home  than  ever  before. 

In  conclusion,  requiring  children  to  help  out  around  the  home  from  an  early 
age  is  detrimental  and  out  of  date.  It  is  better  to  encourage  children  to  study 
and  play,  to  help  children  develop  into  the  fullest  people  possible. 
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A    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question ^    ^^ 

136.  You  can  enjoy  playing  a  game  only  if  you  win.  Do  you  agree,  or 
not?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  *r*r*r*r 


Sample 


Many  people  presume  that  victory  is  all  that  counts,  and  that  losing  a  game 
is  a  tragedy  as  well  as  a  defeat.  We  must  overcome  the  attitude  that  winning 
is  everything,  however,  and  understand  that  one  need  not  win  a  game  to 
enjoy  it  and  benefit  from  it 

For  example,  history  demonstrates  that  our  modem  emphasis  on  winning  is 
a  great  departure  from  tradition  in  American  sport.  American  baseball  was 
originally  a  very  different  pastime  from  the  big.  serious  business  that  baseball 
is  today.  In  the  19th  century,  baseball  was  a  genuine  sport,  not  a  life-or- 
death  confrontation.  No  one  was  really  upset  at  losing,  nor  was  the  victor 
arrogant  and  elated. 

Then,  baseball  was  governed  by  a  more  reasonable  set  of  priorities.  Winning 
was  neither  everything,  nor  the  only  thing.  It  was  almost  incidental  to  the 
game,  which  was  truly  a  game,  and  not  yet  a  deadly  serious  conflict. 

Can  people  today  imagine  a  time  when  the  purpose  of  a  game  was  not 
exclusively  to  win,  but  instead  merely  to  have  a  good  time,  whether  one  won 
or  lost?  In  many  cases,  they  probably  cannot.  Such  is  the  deterioration  in 
modem  sport  and  in  us.  Therefore,  we  need  to  remember  that  a  game  is 
worth  playing  even  if  one  might  lose. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


amavsaw 


137.  High  schools  should  let  students  choose  the  subjects  that  they 
want  to  study.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  reasons 
and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


There  is  a  reasonable  limit  to  the  number  and  variety  of  courses  which 
schools  can  offer.  Therefore,  there  is  also  a  limit  to  the  variety  and  number  of 
courses  available  to  students.  That  is  why  high  schools  need  not  allow 
students  to  take  any  and  all  courses  which  students  might  wish  to  study. 

Of  course,  a  certain  choice  of  elective  courses  is  desirable.  A  high  school  in  a 
prosperous  community  might  offer  a  wide  range  of  electives,  from  band  and 
chorus  to  human  physiology  and  matrix  algebra.  A  high  school  in  a  less 
wealthy  district  would  probably  offer  a  smaller  range  of  electives.  Under  no 
circumstances,  however,  is  it  possible  to  offer  electives  to  satisfy  every 
student's  needs  and  tastes. 

Moreover,  if  the  student  has  the  means  to  study  a  subject  not  taught  as  an 
elective  in  high  school,  then  instruction  is  available  on  a  private,  individual 
basis  outside  school.  Also,  even  in  the  case  of  an  impoverished  student, 
individual  study  through  a  library  or  other  public  information  resource  may 
supplement  the  basic  high  school  curriculum  effectively.  It  is  within  neither 
the  mission  nor  the  resources  of  schools,  however,  to  supply  an  indefinitely 
broad  range  of  electives. 

In  short,  what  students  enjoy  is  not  necessarily  what  they  may  require. 
Courses  on  such  subjects  as  Hindi,  jewelry,  and  film  criticism  might  attract 
students  but  would  be  difficult  to  justify  as  elements  of  a  high  school 
curriculum.  Therefore,  high  schools  should  not  allow  students  to  study  any 
courses  that  students  want  to  study. 
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^    \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question "     ■ 

138.  Being  a  member  of  a  group  is  preferable  to  being  the  group 's 
leader.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  support  your  view. 


•  •&££•  # 


Sample 


Does  leadership  of  a  group,  rather  than  mere  membership  in  the  group, 
necessarily  confer  any  advantage  on  the  leader?  The  answer,  I  believe,  is  no, 
for  several  reasons. 

First,  a  leader's  responsibilities  will  involve  much  work  and  attention.  The 
duties  of  a  leader  may  include  anything  and  everything  from  chairing 
meetings  of  the  group  to  assuming  responsibility  for  its  finances.  The  leader 
must  serve  as  spokesperson  for  the  group.  A  leader  sometimes  must  impose 
order  on  unruly  members  of  the  group  and  even  eject  individual  members 
who  refuse  to  abide  by  the  group's  rules.  Such  duties  can  be  unpleasant  and 
burdensome. 

Also,  because  of  his  or  her  prominence,  the  leader  becomes  the  focus  of 
public  attention,  sometimes  highly  critical  attention.  The  leader  may  be 
assigned  blame  for  problems  which  he  or  she  did  nothing  to  create.  The 
leader  may  have  to  decide  upon  all  these  issues,  to  one  extent  or  another, 
and  then  take  responsibility  for  his  or  her  decisions.  These  are  only  a  few  of 
the  burdens  of  leadership,  and  must  be  considered  before  one  decides  to  seek 
a  leader's  role. 

Leadership  may  bring  with  it  a  gratifying  kind  of  respect  but  it  also  can  bring 
a  leader  into  disrepute  when  things  go  wrong.  One  may  be  praised  and 
honored  one  day,  but  reviled  and  ousted  the  next.  That  is  why  it  is  much 
better  to  be  an  ordinary  member  than  a  leader. 


94   Lingua  Forum 


Type 


1 


Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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148.  We  learn  much  about  life  by  playing  games.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and  details 
to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••*# 


Sample 


In  a  sense,  games  are  life.  Games  do  not  represent  life  in  its  entirety,  but  they 
do  represent  a  simplified  and  stylized  model  of  life,  where  players  compete  to 
attain  a  particular  object,  according  to  certain  rules. 

For  example,  consider  team  sports.  They  may  have  a  social  structure  almost 
like  that  of  a  corporation  or  a  military  organization,  with  a  boss  or  "captain" 
giving  orders  to  other  team  members.  There  may  be  a  "police"  official  whose 
job  is  to  make  sure  rules  are  not  violated,  and  any  violations  are  penalized.  In 
short,  games  are  practice  for  the  much  broader  "game"  of  life.  Thus,  playing 
games  can  be  an  education  in  life's  "rule  book"  and  practices. 

This  is  one  reason  children  spend  so  much  of  their  time  playing  games. 
Though  not  yet  ready  for  the  complete  responsibilities  of  adults,  children  at 
play  are  nonetheless  learning  and  practicing,  through  games,  the  skills  they 
will  require  in  the  more  serious  games  of  adult  life. 

In  conclusion,  games  teach  one  about  the  roles  of  competition  and 
cooperation  in  life.  There  are  "zero-sum"  games  in  which  one  side  must  win, 
the  other  must  lose,  and  no  intermediate  result  is  possible.  There  also  are 
games  in  which  it  is  possible  for  both  sides  to  win,  and  direct  competition  is 
not  required.  Sometimes  one  must  scurry  to  defeat  the  competition,  but  in 
other  circumstances  it  may  be  possible  for  everyone  to  win.  Experience  in 
playing  games  prepares  one  to  exploit  opportunities  in  both  categories  and  in 
life  in  general. 
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jy   \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question "jjf      C    /  ^ 


750.  Watching  television  is  a  harmful  influence  on  children.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 


tiitittitz 


Sample 


There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  watching  television  is  bad  for  children.  If  I 
had  children,  there  would  be  no  television  in  my  home.  Even  without 
children,  I  have  no  television,  and  I  try  to  avoid  looking  at  it  when  in  public 
places.  There  are  several  reasons  why  watching  television  is  bad  for  children, 
and  all  the  reasons  are  easy  to  understand. 

First,  television  is  a  commercial  medium.  It  is  designed  to  sell  products. 
Practically  everything  on  television  serves  that  purpose.  Commercials  are 
abundant.  Some  programs  are  in  fact  long  commercials  in  themselves.  What 
does  television  sell?  In  many  cases,  it  sells  things  no  one  really  needs. 
Moreover,  it  teaches  children  to  be  mere  consumers  -  that  is,  to  buy,  buy, 
and  buy  still  more.  I  have  never  known  television  to  teach  restraint  in  buying, 
or  to  teach  the  virtue  of  saving  money. 

Then  there  is  the  prevalence  of  sex  and  violence  on  TV.  A  child  who  watches 
television  every  night  may  witness  hundreds  of  staged  "murders"  per  year. 
What  message  does  violent  TV  entertainment  deliver?  It  teaches  that  violence 
is  an  acceptable  way  to  resolve  problems.  Meanwhile,  little  boys  leam  to  be 
sexually  aggressive,  in  the  manner  of  TV  "heroes,"  and  little  girls  leam  to  be 
seductive,  in  the  manner  of  TV  "heroines." 

Not  every  program  on  TV,  of  course,  delivers  an  unwanted  message.  Because 
so  many  programs  do  deliver  such  messages,  however,  we  should  keep 
television  away  from  children. 
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Agree  or  Disagree  Question 
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153.  A  zoo  serves  no  practical  purpose.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 


***** 


Sample 


Does  a  zoo  have  any  useful  purpose?  The  important  word  here  is  "useful."  A 
zoo  is  not  "useful"  in  the  sense  that  a  factory  or  retail  store  is  useful.  A  zoo 
does  not  produce  a  large,  direct  profit  from  commerce.  This  definition  of 
"useful,"  however,  is  extremely  narrow.  Something  can  be  useful  and 
valuable  to  society  as  a  whole  without  making  a  big  and  immediate  profit. 
Seen  from  this  perspective,  zoos  serve  many  useful  purposes. 

On  the  one  hand,  an  attractive,  well-run  zoo  has  intangible  benefits.  People 
like  to  look  at  animals  from  distant  places,  such  as  lions,  elephants,  and 
polar  bears.  To  use  a  commonplace  analogy,  a  zoo  is  like  music:  we  could  live 
without  it,  but  life  is  richer  with  it.  A  tangible  benefit  of  zoos,  by  contrast,  is 
the  money  visitors  spend  while  there.  Well-advertised  and  competently  run,  a 
zoo  may  attract  hundreds  of  thousands  of  visitors  each  year.  If  each  visitor 
spends  an  average  of  $50,  then  the  zoo's  economic  benefit  to  the  community 
is  considerable. 

Another  useful  purpose  of  zoos  is  the  preservation  of  endangered  species. 
Some  species  are  on  the  verge  of  extinction.  Zoos  may  be  their  only  hope  for 
survival.  In  zoos,  endangered  species  can  be  protected,  bred,  and  returned  to 
the  wild  whenever  possible.  Had  zoos  with  such  capabilities  existed  in  the 
19th  century,  now-extinct  species  such  as  the  American  passenger  pigeon 
might  still  be  alive.  In  the  20th  century,  zoos  have  helped  preserve  numerous 
species. 

Finally,  imagine  you  had  a  choice.  On  a  plot  of  land,  you  could  build  either  a 
factory,  or  a  zoo  that  would  save  the  last  tigers  on  earth.  Which  would  you 
choose?  I  would  choose  the  zoo.  The  world  already  has  millions  of  factories, 
but  only  a  few  tigers;  and  once  a  species  disappears,  it  is  gone  forever. 
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A  \  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 


173.  Some  people  believe  that  it  harms  a  friendship  when  one 
borrows  money  from  a  friend.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  this 
opinion?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  details  to  support  your 
view. 


Sample 


"Neither  a  borrower  nor  a  lender  be,"  one  old  adage  advises.  It  is  widely 
quoted  because  it  expresses  an  important  truth.  Borrowing  money  can  do 
serious  harm  to  friendships. 

Borrowing  from  a  friend  is,  in  many  cases,  a  form  of  parasitism.  The  friend 
from  whom  one  asks  to  borrow  money  may  see  the  borrower  as  an 
opportunist  and  leech  whose  only  aim  is  to  be  supported  at  someone  else's 
expense.  If  a  loan  is  forthcoming,  then  whether  or  not  the  borrower  actually 
gains  anything  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  He  has  money  in  his  pocket  but  has 
obtained  it  at  a  tremendous  cost  to  his  own  reputation.  At  best,  he  is  seen  as 
improvident.  More  likely,  he  will  be  viewed  as  a  failure  who  must  depend  on 
acquaintances  for  support,  in  the  manner  of  a  tick  on  a  dog. 

The  respect  of  others  has  a  certain  value  in  itself,  and  its  loss  may  outweigh 
any  benefit  one  might  obtain  by  borrowing  from  a  friend.  If  one  simply 
admitted  poverty  and  helplessness  in  a  given  situation,  genuine  friends  might 
be  moved  by  sympathy  to  help.  No  shame  would  be  involved,  because  help 
would  be  provided  voluntarily.  Constant  begging  for  handouts,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  reduce  one  in  the  eyes  of  others  to  the  status  of  a  child  -  or,  more 
precisely,  someone  who  is  unwilling  to  accept  the  responsibilities  of  an  adult. 

A  person  impoverished  by  circumstances  beyond  his  or  her  control  is  one 
thing.  A  reasonably  able  person  who  asks  others  constantly  for  loans, 
however,  is  something  else  again.  If  someone  in  that  latter  situation  has  any 
friends  at  all,  they  probably  will  tell  him  -  with  justification  -  to  grow  up  and 
support  himself. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 
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Never  appeared  yet 
Rarely  appear 
Occasionally  appear 
Often  appear 
Very  often  appear 
Almost  regularly  appear 


q\  Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question  ^  f^\ 

009.  Some  people  prefer  to  live  in  big  cities,  whereas  other  people 
enjoy  living  in  small  towns.  In  which  place  would  you  prefer  to 
live?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


•  ••** 


It  is  popular  to  contrast  the  *Virtues~  of  small-town  life  with  the  "hazards"  of 
big-city  living.  In  a  small  town,  one  allegedly  is  less  likely  to  be  shot,  killed  in 
traffic,  or  asphyxiated  by  auto  fumes.  On  close  examination,  however,  the 
perceived  advantages  of  small  towns  begin  to  seem  less  certain.  The  little 
community  that  looks  so  calm  and  desirable  may  have  almost  all  the 
drawbacks  of  a  big  city,  plus  a  few  disadvantages  of  its  own. 

It  is  not  guaranteed,  for  example,  that  crime  will  be  lower,  on  a  case-per- 
person  basis,  in  a  little  town  than  in  a  big  city.  Crime  waves  occur  in  small 
communities,  just  as  in  major  cities.  One  can  be  murdered  as  easily  in  a 
town  of  2,000  as  in  a  city  of  two  million.  Likewise,  small  towns  can  be  noisy 
and  polluted  (by  local  industry,  for  instance),  and  bad  weather  may  make 
rural  roads  as  dangerous  for  motorists  as  city  streets. 

Also,  small  cities  have  their  own  particular  drawbacks.  One  is  isolation. 
Something  you  need  desperately,  such  as  emergency  health  care,  may  not  be 
available  in  a  small  community.  Many  other  goods  and  services  are  also 
relatively  rare  in  small  towns. 

Seen  from  that  perspective,  big-city  life  may  seem  preferable  to  life  in  a  little 
place,  because  the  many  assets  of  large  cities,  from  major  medical  centers  to 
museums  and  specialty  stores,  may  outweigh  liabilities  such  as  urban  noise 
and  dirty  air.  The  edge,  then,  does  not  always  belong  to  small  communities. 
In  many  cases,  they  may  look  attractive  at  first  glance  but  actually  have 
much  less  to  offer  than  the  "ugly"  metropolis. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 
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013.  Some  people  prefer  to  prepare  and  eat  meals  at  home.  Other 
people  would  rather  eat  at  a  food  stand  or  restaurant.  Which 
place  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 

•••••fr 


Sample 


When  in  a  hurry  or  meeting  with  friends,  I  sometimes  eat  at  a  restaurant.  On 
the  whole,  however,  I  prefer  to  prepare  and  eat  meals  at  home,  for  reasons  of 
convenience,  hygiene,  and  healthfulness. 

There  is  no  need  for  meals  to  be  elaborate.  Some  fruit,  canned  fish,  and  a 
slice  of  bread  suffice  for  a  meal.  All  these  can  be  kept  at  home  and  prepared 
quickly  and  easily  for  a  meal.  Thus,  I  reduce  my  time  spent  at  meals,  and  can 
even  do  other  things,  such  as  working  at  a  computer,  while  eating. 

Then  there  is  hygiene  to  consider.  On  several  occasions,  I  have  become  very 
ill  after  eating  meals  at  a  restaurant  or  cafeteria.  One  never  knows  how  food 
at  such  places  has  been  prepared.  It  may  be  prepared  under  highly 
unsanitary  conditions,  so  that  anyone  who  eats  it  becomes  sick.  On  the  other 
hand,  one  can  prepare  food  much  more  carefully  at  home  and  can  be  sure  to 
avoid  contamination. 

Finally,  some  food  served  at  restaurants  and  food  stands  may  be  unhealthful. 
It  may  be  made  of  inferior  ingredients  and  high  in  saturated  fat  and  other 
harmful  substances.  At  home,  one  can  choose  ingredients  and  prepare  meals 
with  close  attention  to  their  quality.  The  result  is  a  low-fat  diet  which  reduces 
the  risk  of  health  problems. 

For  me,  then,  meals  prepared  and  eaten  at  home  are  preferable  to  meals  at 
restaurants  or  food  stands.  At  home,  one  can  eat  a  meal  without  wondering 
how  it  has  been  prepared  and  where  the  ingredients  came  from,  and  can 
save  time  and  money  besides. 
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014.  Some  people  think  that  university  students  should  not  be 
required  to  attend  classes.  Other  people  think  attendance 
should  be  required.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •**# 


Sample 


It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  university  where  students  are  not  expected  to 
attend  classes.  Expecting  attendance  and  actually  requiring  it,  however,  are 
two  very  different  things.  When  attendance  is  explicitly  required  and 
enforced,  there  must  be  something  wrong  with  both  the  university  and  its 
students. 

A  university  is  a  place  for  learning.  To  learn,  one  must  attend  classes.  If 
students  do  not  attend  classes  voluntarily,  then  they  defeat  the  purpose  of 
enrolling  at  a  university;  and  a  university  where  students  attend  no  classes 
hardly  deserves  to  be  called  a  university  at  all.  It  is  instead  an  ongoing  party 
or  an  institutional  baby-sitter,  not  a  center  of  learning. 

If  you  were  an  employer,  would  you  hire  a  graduate  of  such  a  school?  The 
answer  is  almost  certainly  "no."  A  school  of  this  kind  would  become  the 
laughingstock  of  both  academe  and  the  corporate  world.  That  is  why,  at 
practically  any  university,  most  students  will  attend  -  of  their  own  free  will  - 
a  majority,  if  not  all,  of  their  classes.  If  they  meant  to  do  otherwise,  then  they 
probably  would  not  be  at  the  school  in  the  first  place. 

Actually  requiring,  policing  and  enforcing  student  attendance  is  unnecessary. 
Students  enroll  at  a  university  to  learn  and  to  succeed  in  their  studies.  As  a 
rule,  they  will  attend  class,  unless  a  very  good  reason  prevents  them  from 
doing  so.  If  they  had  to  be  forced  to  attend  classes,  then  they  would  be  slaves 
rather  than  students,  and  the  school  they  attended  would  be  a  strange 
institution  indeed.  Actually  requiring  attendance  at  each  and  «very  class, 
then,  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable. 


104   Lingua  Forum 


Type 


Sample 


Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 

017.  Some  people  prefer  learning  from  a  teacher,  whereas  other 
people  prefer  to  learn  by  themselves.  Which  method  do  you 
think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  in  your 
explanation. 


Teachers  are  important  to  learning,  and  of  course  a  good  teacher  is 
invaluable.  Still,  after  basic  education  is  completed,  much  of  learning  is  best 
conducted  on  one's  own,  outside  a  classroom  environment.  That  way,  one 
can  study  in  one's  own  time,  at  one's  own  pace,  and  fashion  the  "curriculum" 
to  suit  one's  own  interests,  needs,  and  schedule.  Such  "self-instruction"  has 
many  advantages  over  learning  from  a  teacher. 

First,  many  teachers  simply  are  not  very  good.  They  may  not  know  the 
subject  they  are  teaching.  They  may  have  poor  teaching  skills  and 
personalities  totally  unsuited  for  teaching.  For  these  reasons,  their 
"instruction"  may  have  completely  the  opposite  of  the  result  desired.  These 
so-called  teachers  may  communicate  nothing  of  value  to  the  student. 

Also,  learning  on  one's  own  may  allow  the  learner  to  create  an  optimum 
regime  for  learning.  A  case  in  point  involves  Enrico  Fermi,  the  famous  Italian 
physicist.  When  he  started  to  leam  a  new  language,  he  would  read  novels  in 
that  language  with  the  help  of  a  dictionary.  He  learned  English,  in  part,  by 
reading  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's  novel  about  Sherlock  Holmes,  The  Hound  of 
the  BaskewUles.  After  reading  several  books  in  English  this  way,  Fermi  had 
taught  himself  the  language. 

Fermi's  approach  to  self-teaching  may  have  been  unusual,  but  it  worked. 
Thus,  it  illustrates  the  effectiveness  of  self-instruction.  A  person  capable  of 
learning,  and  motivated  to  leam,  probably  will  perform  as  well  under  self- 
instruction  as  under  the  guidance  of  a  teacher,  who  may  or  may  not  be 
competent  to  teach.  This  is  not  to  say  that  all  instructors  are  unskilled,  nor 
that  visits  to  a  library  are  a  completely  satisfactory  substitute  for  formal 
education.  Some  instruction  in  a  classroom  setting  is  desirable,  if  not 
absolutely  necessary.  Much  of  education,  however,  can  be,  and  perhaps  is 
best,  conducted  on  one's  own. 
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029.  Some  people  say  we  humans  are  harming  the  Earth  through  our 
activities,  but  other  people  say  we  are  improving  the  quality  of 
life  on  our  planet.  Which  opinion  do  you  agree  with?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 
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Sample 


There  is  no  question  that  human  activity  harms  the  world.  History  offers 
countless  examples  of  environmental  destruction  caused  by  humans. 
Northern  Africa  once  had  extensive  forests.  They  were  cut  down  thousands  of 
years  ago.  however,  and  left  the  formerly  wooded  lands  to  be  invaded  by  the 
desert. 

More  recently,  unrestrained  hunting  in  the  United  States  led  to  the  extinction 
of  the  passenger  pigeon.  In  the  19th  century,  passenger  pigeons  were  so 
numerous  in  the  U.S.  that  huge  flocks  of  the  birds  actually  darkened  the 
skies.  By  the  early  20th  century,  however,  hunting  had  made  the  passenger 
pigeon  extinct.  The  bird  survives  only  in  the  form  of  stuffed,  mounted 
specimens.  Many  marine  mammals  were  hunted  almost  to  extinction  in  the 
19th  and  20th  centuries  and  were  saved  only  by  early  cases  of  environmental 
activism  that  brought  about  laws  and  international  agreements  to  protect  the 
animals. 

These  are  examples  of  deliberate  human  activities  that  had  devastating 
environmental  impact  Humans  also  may  cause  such  harm  inadvertently.  A 
classic  case  of  unintended  harm  to  the  environment  occurred  in  the  U.S. 
during  the  1960s.  Industries  released  metallic  mercury  into  rivers,  tliinking 
the  toxic,  heavy  metal  would  simply  sink  to  the  bottom  and  be  isolated  there. 
Bacteria,  however,  turned  the  metallic  mercury  into  an  organic  form,  methyl 
mercury,  which  accumulated  in  fish  and  could  harm  humans  when  the  fish 
were  eaten. 

Of  course,  not  all  human  activity  is  harmful.  Humans  protect  and  even 
improve  the  environment  in  many  ways.  Artificial  reefs,  for  example,  provide 
new  fishing  grounds.  When  humans  plant  forests,  they  provide  habitats  for 
numerous  species.  Activities  such  as  dredging  make  rivers  safer  and  more 
navigable.  In  the  Pacific  Northwest  of  the  U.S..  for  example,  dredging  has 
largely  eliminated  the  dangers  of  the  Columbia  River  Bar.  once  a  notorious 
hazard  to  shipping.  Humans  have  the  power  to  improve  as  well  as  damage 
the  environment,  and  need  the  wisdom  to  decide  which  activities  are  harmful 
and  which  are  helpful. 
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031.  Would  you  rather  spend  your  whole  life  in  one  place,  or  move 
now  and  then  to  find  a  better  job,  home,  or  community?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 
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Sample 


Many  people  feel  motivated  to  move.  They  may  seek  a  new  and  better  house, 
job,  urban  environment,  climate,  or  geographical  location.  They  may  wish  to 
be  nearer  family  members  or  in  safer  surroundings.  The  reasons  for  moving 
are  countless;  and  even  if  one  does  not  move  to  take  advantage  of  some 
opportunity  or  other,  it  is  a  good  idea  at  least  to  be  prepared  for  moving  if 
such  an  opportunity  presents  itself. 

For  example,  imagine  one  lives  in  a  large  city  with  a  high  rate  of  violent  crime. 
There  is  so  much  crime  that  police  are  unable  to  cope  with  it.  One  cannot 
leave  one's  house  or  apartment  in  safety  at  night.  Even  during  the  day,  one 
must  take  precautions  against  attack  and  robbery.  The  situation  seems  likely 
to  get  even  worse. 

Is  there  any  reason  to  remain  in  such  an  environment  when  safer,  more 
attractive  cities  with  more  and  better  job  opportunities  are  available?  The 
answer  almost  certainly  is  no.  It  is  advisable  to  relocate,  even  if  doing  so 
means  selling  one's  home  for  less  than  one  paid  for  it.  Staying  in  such  a  city 
is  like  remaining  aboard  a  sinking  ship.  Even  if  one  has  a  certain  attachment 
to  it,  its  future  is  so  unpromising  that  there  is  no  reason  to  stay. 

Not  every  case  is  this  severe,  of  course,  nor  every  such  decision  so  clear-cut. 
Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  to  stay  or  leave.  When 
circumstances  make  leaving  imperative,  however,  one  should  be  ready  to 
relocate  as  quickly  and  easily  as  possible. 
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032.  Some  people  think  it  is  better  to  save  money  for  use  at  some 
future  date.  Other  people  prefer  to  spend  and  enjoy  money  as 
they  earn  it.  Which  plan  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 
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One  traditional  formula  for  using  one's  money  is:  "Spend  some,  save  some, 
invest  some."  How  much  one  saves  is  of  course  the  individual's  or  family's 
decision;  but  saving  is,  in  general,  a  sound  policy. 

Some  money  must  be  spent  on  necessities  such  as  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter.  If  one's  income  is  above  subsistence  level,  however,  there  probably 
will  be  income  left  over  after  bills  are  paid.  A  safe  practice  is  to  save  all  or  part 
of  this  leftover  income  in  case  it  is  needed  for  an  emergency.  Possible 
emergencies  are  many.  One  may  have  unexpected  medical  expenses.  A  child 
may  become  ill.  Someone  in  the  family  may  have  an  accident  and  require 
hospitalization.  Legal  expenses  are  another  possibility.  (Rare  is  the  person 
who  never  has  contact  with  a  lawyer.)  A  storm  may  damage  one's  home  and 
make  repairs  necessary.  The  car  may  need  fixing.  All  these  are  examples  of 
unexpected  expenses  for  which  savings  may  be  needed. 

Of  course,  saving  money  can  be  overemphasized.  We  all  know  someone  who 
carries  saving  to  an  extreme,  living  almost  in  squalor  in  order  to  put  as  much 
money  as  possible  into  the  bank.  Such  a  person  may  feel  a  certain  security  in 
having  a  large  bank  balance,  but  the  person's  quality  of  life  is  so  wretched 
that  those  large  savings  really  do  not  matter  very  much.  A  sense  of 
proportion  in  saving,  then,  is  necessary.  One  should  save  enough,  but  not  so 
much  that  the  result  is  privation. 

At  the  same  time,  one  might  also  do  well  to  remember  that  money  merely 
saved  is  not  doing  anything.  A  portion  of  one's  savings,  properly  invested, 
may  earn  a  substantial  return.  Investment,  of  course,  involves  risk  and 
should  not  be  undertaken  carelessly,  nor  with  all  of  one's  savings.  An 
unsuccessful  investment  then  might  leave  one  penniless.  That  is  why 
another  saying  advises,  "Don't  put  all  your  eggs  in  one  basket."  Saving  is,  so 
to  speak,  one  basket.  Investing  is  another.  Spending  is  a  necessary  third. 
Together,  they  make  up  a  reasonable  financial  policy. 
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033.  Imagine  that  someone  has  given  you  some  money  as  a  gift.  With 
the  money,  you  could  either  buy  an  attractive  piece  of  jewelry  or 
go  to  a  concert.  Which  do  you  think  is  a  better  use  of  the 
money?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 

opinion-  ***** 


Because  a  few  personal  adornments  go  a  long  way,  it  probably  would  be 
better  to  spend  the  money  on  tickets  to  a  concert.  A  good  concert  is  a  rare 
event  and  worth  attending,  both  because  it  is  enjoyable  and  because  it  is 
something  that  will  never  happen  again.  The  concert's  uniqueness  makes  it 
precious. 

To  begin  with,  a  concert  is  an  interactive  event.  The  audience  responds  to  the 
orchestra,  and  vice  versa.  Also,  one  leams  much  from  watching  and  hearing 
the  performance.  What  happens  in  the  basses  at  a  particular  point  in  an 
overture?  Will  the  violins  succeed  in  playing  an  especially  difficult  passage? 
Questions  like  these  occur  to  the  audience  at  a  concert  and  can  only  be 
answered  if  one  is  there  in  the  audience,  listening  and  watching.  A  concert  is 
more  than  merely  a  performance  of  music.  It  is  also,  in  a  sense,  a  spectator 
sport  that  must  be  witnessed  in  person,  in  real  time,  for  maximum 
enjoyment. 

On  the  other  hand,  can  pinning  a  flashy  piece  of  jewelry  on  one's  clothing 
compare  with  a  worthwhile  concert?  It  cannot.  The  jewelry  just  sits  there.  It  is 
passive,  inactive,  and  ultimately  boring,  unless  one  happens  to  be  captivated, 
like  a  bird  or  small  child,  by  sparkling  objects.  How  much  more  pleasure  one 
receives  from  a  concert,  a  steady  stream  of  sounds  and  sights  that  may 
occupy  two  hours  and  leave  memories  that  will  last  a  lifetime!  The  jewelry,  by 
contrast,  will  be  worn  for  a  while,  then  probably  put  away  and  never  worn 
again. 

Fine  jewelry  of  course  can  be  impressive  and  a  good  investment.  Certain 
works  of  jewelry  rank  among  the  greatest  works  of  craftsmanship.  Most 
jewelry,  however,  is  only  cheap  adornment.  A  ticket  to  a  concert  is  probably  a 
far  better  use  of  money. 
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044.  Some  people  prefer  to  travel  alone  when  they  take  a  trip.  Other 
people  prefer  to  travel  with  companions.  Which  do  you  think  is 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


"He  travels  the  fastest  who  travels  alone,"  wrote  British  poet  Rudyard  Kipling. 
That  is  true,  in  many  cases.  If  one  wishes  to  save  time,  traveling  alone  is  the 
best  arrangement.  When  speed  is  not  an  issue,  however,  there  are  many 
reasons  to  prefer  traveling  with  a  companion. 

One  reason  is  security.  There  is  safety  in  numbers.  Two  sets  of  watchful  eyes 
are  better  than  one.  That  is  why  travelers  together  are  probably  safer  than 
one  traveler  alone.  When  U.S.  President  Thomas  Jefferson  sent  an  expedition 
to  the  western  United  States,  for  example,  he  did  not  send  a  single  explorer. 
Instead,  he  sent  two  men,  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark.  Two 
explorers  together  stood  a  better  chance  of  success  than  a  lone  explorer. 

Also,  sometimes  a  traveling  companion  is  essential  for  communication.  When 
one  visits  a  foreign  country  and  does  not  know  its  language,  for  example,  a 
companion  fluent  in  the  language  is  needed  to  provide  translations  when 
they  are  required.  One  also  may  need  other  specialized  knowledge  and  skills 
that  a  companion  can  provide.  Someone  with  a  serious  medical  problem,  for 
example,  would  do  well  to  travel  in  the  company  of  a  physician. 

Then  there  is  the  advantage  of  companionship.  A  solitary  journey  can  be 
lonely.  A  companion  makes  the  trip  more  comfortable  and  interesting.  In 
addition,  travel  in  company  can  make  a  trip  more  rewarding  by  providing  a 
constant  exchange  of  observations  and  ideas.  When  the  great  British  essayist 
Samuel  Johnson  made  his  famous  trip  to  the  Hebrides,  he  did  not  travel 
alone.  He  traveled  with  his  friend  and  biographer  James  Boswell,  whose 
notes  on  the  journey  became  the  basis  for  one  of  the  best-known  travel 
narratives  in  English  literature.  Boswell's  descriptions  of  Johnson  made  his 
journal  a  revealing  and  memorable  essay.  It  was  possible  only  because  the 
two  men  traveled  together,  not  alone. 
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045.  Do  you  prefer  to  get  up  early  in  the  day  to  begin  work,  or  would 
you  rather  get  up  later  in  the  day  and  work  until  late  in  the 
evening?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 
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A  regular,  9-to-5  schedule  is  beneficial,  because  it  requires  one  to  work 
regular  hours  and  thus  maintain  a  certain  standard  level  of  productivity.  For 
creative  work  such  as  writing,  however,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  rising 
late  in  the  morning  and  working  far  into  the  night.  The  late  hours  offer 
numerous  advantages  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  so  it  comes  as  no  surprise 
that  late  evening  and  very  early  morning  are  the  most  productive  time  of  day 
for  creative  effort. 

Human  activity  diminishes  late  at  night,  as  people  relax  and  prepare  for  bed. 
Therefore,  there  are  fewer  telephone  calls  and  other  distractions  to  disrupt 
one's  concentration.  If  one  is  writing  a  report  or  article  that  requires  intense 
concentration,  for  example,  the  hours  between  1 1  p.m.  and  3  a.m.  are 
perhaps  the  best  time  for  such  work,  because  distractions  are  at  a  minimum. 

At  the  same  time,  one  may  be  able  to  work  at  one's  best  without  disturbing 
anyone  else  at  this  time  of  night.  When  everyone  around  you  is  asleep,  there 
is  no  conflict  between  their  rest  and  your  quiet,  concentrated  effort.  They  can 
sleep,  you  can  work,  and  everyone  is  happy. 

Then  there  is  the  peculiar  creative  environment  that  the  nighttime  offers. 
Ideas  often  arrive  around  midnight.  Almost  everyone  has  seen  a  cartoon  of  a 
writer  gazing  up  at  the  moon  at  night,  trying  to  think  of  some  good  idea. 
There  is  much  truth  in  that  image.  For  some  reason,  creative  ability  seems  to 
emerge  in  many  people  at  night,  much  more  easily  than  during  the  day. 
Perhaps  the  darkness  stimulates  one's  imagination  somehow.  In  any  event, 
the  late  hours  provide  an  especially  fertile  time  for  creative  work,  and  one 
should  try  to  take  advantage  of  this  late-night  effect  whenever  possible. 
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047.  Which  would  you  rather  work  for:  a  large  company,  or  a  small 
company?  Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Many  people  find  working  for  a  small  company  more  congenial  than  working 
for  a  large  company.  Small  firms  do  have  advantages.  They  may  offer  a  more 
comfortable  and  informal  working  environment.  On  the  whole,  however,  big 
companies  have  a  decisive  advantage  as  places  to  work. 

First,  the  sheer  size  of  a  large  company  usually  protects  it  from  fluctuations 
in  the  economy.  In  a  recession,  a  big  firm  is  more  likely  to  survive  than  a  little 
firm,  and  the  big  firm's  workers  are  thus  more  likely  to  keep  their  jobs.  The 
economic  downturn  that  merely  causes  inconvenience  to  a  large  company 
may  put  smaller  firms  out  of  business  completely.  There  is  therefore  a  certain 
security  in  working  for  a  large  company.  Size  means  security,  both  for  the 
company  altogether  and  for  individual  employees. 

Second,  a  big  company  is  likely  to  offer  employees  more  benefits  than  a  small 
company,  because  the  big  firm  can  better  afford  to  pay  for  them.  The 
insurance  coverage  that  may  be  unaffordable  for  a  small  firm  is  within  the 
means  of  a  larger  company.  Working  conditions  may  also  be  safer  at  the  large 
company,  because  a  big  company  is  apt  to  have  a  union  to  help  protect 
workers'  safety  on  the  job.  A  smaller  company,  by  contrast,  may  have  no 
union  at  all. 

In  short,  no  company  is  an  ideal  place  to  work.  Some  large  companies  are 
undesirable  places  to  work,  whereas  some  small  firms  offer  numerous 
benefits.  All  things  considered,  however,  big  firms  would  appear  to  come  out 
ahead.  They  may  be  huge  and  "faceless,"  and  they  have  impersonal 
environments;  but  large  companies  offer  a  security  that  is  hard  to  find  among 
smaller  companies. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 

050.  Some  people  like  to  try  new  activities,  even  if  doing  so  is  risky. 
Other  people  prefer  to  do  things  they  already  know  how  to  do. 
Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


For  a  living,  it  pays  to  concentrate  on  what  one  already  does  well.  In  a  highly 
competitive  society  like  ours,  one  must  specialize  in  what  one  is  best  at 
doing.  Outside  one's  job  or  profession,  however,  there  is  no  need  to  limit  one's 
activities  to  things  one  is  already  accomplished  at  doing. 

If  one  is  good  at  golf  or  bowling  and  enjoys  it,  of  course,  one  has  every  reason 
to  practice  it  as  often  as  one  wishes.  There  is  a  profound  pleasure  in  playing 
a  sport  at  which  one  is  good.  One  can  also  take  pleasure,  however,  in  trying 
something  new  from  time  to  time.  Such  a  change  is  refreshing.  It  also  can  be 
educational  and  perhaps  even  reveal  a  talent  one  never  suspected  one  had. 

For  example,  British  Prime  Minister  Winston  Churchill  was  already  a  grown 
man  when  he  decided  to  try  painting.  At  first  Churchill  was  timid.  He  set  up 
his  easel  outdoors  to  paint  a  landscape,  and  tentatively  made  a  small  mark 
on  the  canvas.  Then  a  friend  happened  to  find  him  there,  and  showed  him 
how  to  begin  a  painting  with  bold,  sweeping  strokes.  Churchill  at  once 
overcame  his  inhibitions  and  began  painting  vigorously. 

Then  there  is  the  case  of  the  famed  19th-century  Spanish  artist  Goya. 
Already  famed  for  his  oil  paintings,  Goya  was  an  old  man  when  he  learned 
the  then-new  technique  of  lithography.  He  soon  became  a  master 
lithographer  and  produced  vivid  lithographic  images  of  bullfights.  Goya 
understood  that  one  is  never  too  old  to  try  something  new. 

In  summary,  trying  some  new  sport  or  hobby  need  not  be  expensive  or  time- 
consuming,  and  the  challenge  of  a  new  activity  can  rescue  one  from  boredom 
and  stagnation.  An  artist  may  become  an  amateur  mathematician.  A  retired 
military  officer  may  become  an  historian.  A  nurse  may  become  a  part-time 
potter. 
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051.  Some  people  think  one  must  make  changes  and  take  risks  to 
succeed  in  one's  life  and  career.  Other  people  say  that  making 
plans  slowly  and  carefully  is  the  way  to  be  successful.  Which  do 
you  think  is  the  better  route  to  success?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Careful  planning  is  of  course  important  to  success.  A  person  with  no 
particular  goals  in  life,  nor  any  design  for  attaining  them,  is  unlikely  to 
accomplish  anything  significant.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  also  such  a 
thing  as  an  "overplanned"  life.  One  can  commit  oneself  so  thoroughly  to  a 
given  plan  or  course  of  action  that  one  becomes  blind  to  beautiful 
opportunities  when  they  occur.  The  best  arrangement  is  somewhere  between 
these  two  extremes:  a  certain  degree  of  planning,  combined  with  some 
flexibility  to  take  advantage  of  promising  opportunities. 

Those  opportunities  usually  involve  some  risk.  One  cannot  be  sure  exactly 
how  a  potentially  profitable  situation  will  develop.  One  may  make  a  big  profit, 
or  one  may  lose  a  lot  of  money  if  things  go  wrong.  Still,  the  opportunity  is 
often  worth  the  risks  involved,  because  the  possible  benefits  are  great. 

However,  those  benefits  are  denied  to  the  "overplanner"  who  always  adheres 
strictly  to  one  narrow  path  without  even  looking  away  from  it.  There  is  a  case 
to  be  made  for  careful  focus  on  one  goal  and  dedicated  effort  to  reach  that 
goal;  but  it  also  pays  to  allow  some  flexibility  in  one's  plans,  in  case  an 
unanticipated  opportunity  for  gain  presents  itself.  The  "overplanner"  will  miss 
that  opportunity,  because  he  or  she  is  simply  not  free  to  notice  it 

To  illustrate,  imagine  you  are  shucking  oysters.  Your  goal  is  to  shuck  1,000 
oysters  in  a  day.  You  concentrate  solely  on  shucking  oysters,  and  throw  away 
the  shell  as  soon  as  the  oyster  is  removed.  You  probably  would  not  notice  if 
one  oyster  contained  a  pearl.  Greater  awareness  of  opportunity  would  yield 
greater  benefits:  a  lot  of  shucked  oysters,  plus  a  possibly  valuable  gem.  That 
is  why  "overplanning"  is  not  a  good  idea.  Plan  ahead,  but  be  flexible  too. 
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056.  A  company  plans  to  give  money  to  either  improve  the 
environment  or  promote  the  arts.  Which  plan  do  you  think  is  the 
better  use  for  the  money?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


The  trend  since  1900  has  been  to  produce  "anti-art,"  a  negation  of  everything 
that  might  strengthen  human  character  or  celebrate  a  productive  ideal.  In 
short,  art  in  our  time  is  usually  bad  art.  For  that  reason,  the  money  in  this 
case  would  be  better  spent  on  protecting  the  environment. 

As  an  investment,  environmental  protection  has  distinct  advantages  over  art. 
One  is  subtle  beauty.  From  an  aesthetic  standpoint,  a  tree  or  deer  is  worth  a 
million  canvases  by  mediocre  "artists."  Would  you  rather  see  some  scribbler's 
"artistic"  doodles,  or  a  frigatebird  in  flight?  Most  likely,  you  would  choose  the 
bird,  and  with  good  reason.  When  art  becomes  anti-art,  it  is  more  satisfying 
to  look  at  something  else.  A  dollar  spent  protecting  birds  is,  in  a  sense,  a  wise 
investment  in  art 

Also,  protecting  the  environment  is  a  public  service.  Everyone  benefits  from  a 
cleaner  environment.  Everyone  can  enjoy  woods  and  wildlife  spared  from 
destruction.  Everyone  appreciates  a  clean  sea  and  trash-free  beach.  The 
same  cannot  be  said  for  present-day  "art." 

Finally,  one  might  argue  that  artists  "need  support."  Perhaps  they  do.  If  they 
need  it,  however,  they  almost  certainly  can  find  ways  to  obtain  it  on  their 
own.  Is  their  art  really  so  important  to  the  artists?  Then  let  them  invest  their 
own  income  in  it.  If  the  rest  of  society  thinks  the  resulting  art  deserves 
support,  then  someone  will  buy  it.  That  is  the  test  of  an  artist's  success;  and 
an  artist  who  depends  on  handouts  from  corporations  is  probably  no  artist  at 
all.  His  only  "art"  consists  of  getting  grants. 
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057.  Movies  have  different  purposes.  Some  are  just  entertainment, 
meant  to  amuse  the  audience.  Other  movies  are  more  serious 
and  try  to  make  the  audience  think  about  something.  Which  kind 
of  movie  do  you  like  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Sometimes,  a  "serious"  movie  attempts  to  dramatize  some  important  lesson 
and  make  the  audience  think  about  it.  At  the  other  extreme  are  "pure 
entertainment"  films.  These  often  are  comedies  intended  to  make  an 
audience  laugh  and  forget  about  serious  concerns  for  a  while.  "Pure 
entertainment"  films  also  may  include  fantasies,  science  fiction  films, 
adventure  movies,  and  many  other  genres.  A  serious  movie  probably  is  more 
deserving  of  a  viewer's  time.  Life  is  essentially  a  serious  business,  so  that  a 
serious  film  is  more  likely  to  say  something  worthwhile  than  a  frivolous  film. 

Still,  a  completely  serious  film  is  rare.  Many  filmmakers  find  that  they  can 
convey  a  serious  message  more  effectively  by  increasing  the  entertainment 
value  of  a  movie.  A  case  in  point  is  Dr.  Strangelove,  the  famous  anti-war 
comedy.  The  message  of  the  movie  is  serious  (humankind  is  close  to 
destroying  the  world  through  nuclear  war),  but  the  juxtaposition  of  gravity 
and  comedy  makes  the  film's  message  all  the  more  memorable. 

In  one  scene,  a  U.S.  bomber  pilot  rides  a  bomb  down  as  it  is  dropped  on  a 
target.  To  the  very  last  instant  before  the  bomb  explodes  and  kills  him,  the 
pilot  cheers.  The  scene  is  hilarious  but  makes  a  sobering  point  as  well: 
warmongers  cheer  for  their  own  destruction.  The  same  message  comes 
across,  again  in  comic  fashion,  when  an  American  general  (played  by  George 
C.  Scott)  boasts  of  his  bombers'  ability  to  reach  their  targets,  then  falls  silent 
as  he  suddenly  recognizes  that  their  success  means  the  end  of  the  world. 

As  this  example  demonstrates,  a  movie  can  be  essentially  serious  but  also  be 
highly  successful  as  entertainment.  Indeed,  the  most  effective  "serious" 
movies  use  entertainment  -  up  to  and  including  slapstick  farce  -  to 
accentuate  the  gravity  of  their  message.  Thus,  a  preference  for  "serious"  films 
does  not  exclude  a  taste  for  comedy.  The  most  serious  films  have  their  funny 
moments,  which  make  the  films  both  more  entertaining  and  more 
persuasive. 
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059.  Some  people  always  seem  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  go  somewhere  or 
do  something.  Other  people  take  life  more  slowly  and  take  more 
time  to  do  things.  Which  attitude  do  you  think  is  better?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


We  all  know  people  who  set  a  very  rapid  pace  for  themselves  and  spend  their 
whole  lives  in  a  rush  to  get  things  done.  In  many  cases,  these  people  are  very 
successful,  if  "success"  is  measured  only  in  reference  to  career.  The  question 
is,  can  one  justify  such  fanatical  commitment  to  work?  One  cannot  -  at  least, 
not  all  the  time.  It  is  better  to  take  a  more  relaxed  attitude  toward  life. 

The  impetus  to  succeed  drives  many  people  to  illness  or  even  death.  Many 
hard-working  people  drop  dead  on  the  job.  Such  incidents  have  become 
commonplace  in  Japan.  In  the  United  States,  children  under  intense 
pressure  to  succeed  in  school  are  having  heart  attacks  from  stress. 
Sometimes,  before  taking  on  ambitious  new  projects,  American  business 
executives  stop  and  ask  themselves:  "Are  the  benefits  of  this  project  worth 
the  risk  that  I  might  die  of  heart  failure  along  the  way?"  Such  executives  are 
starting  to  see  success  and  its  associated  burdens  in  a  more  realistic 
manner. 

The  message  here  is  simple:  slow  down,  or  die  early.  One  can  lead  a 
reasonably  full  and  satisfying  life  without  trying  to  change  the  world.  Indeed, 
some  of  the  most  influential  people  are  those  who  take  life  as  it  comes. 
Consider  Basho,  the  wandering  poet  of  old  Japan.  He  did  not  try  to  move 
mountains  or  command  armies.  Yet  he  is  remembered,  whereas  many  of  the 
most  ambitious  and  "successful"  Japanese  of  his  time  are  forgotten. 

In  short,  there  is  a  place  for  ambition  and  hard  work.  Relentless  effort  has  a 
price,  however,  and  the  price  is  too  high  if  work  destroys  one's  health, 
relationships,  and  life  in  general.  For  fast-driven  people,  "slow  down"  is 
usually  good  advice. 
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064.  Some  people  prefer  to  work  at  a  job  for  an  employer,  whereas 
other  people  would  rather  work  for  themselves  or  own  their  own 
businesses.  Which  do  you  think  is  best:  to  own  a  business,  to 
work  for  yourself,  or  to  have  a  job  for  an  employer?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


My  goals  in  employment  are  to  earn  an  adequate  income  and  to  avoid 
excessive  stress,  while  leaving  time  for  pursuits  like  reading  and  writing.  For 
several  reasons,  the  best  way  to  reach  these  goals  is  to  work  for  an  employer. 

First,  self-employment  is  very  strenuous,  and  there  is  no  guarantee  of 
making  an  adequate  income.  Many  people  try  self-employment  but  find  they 
do  not  have  the  MONEY  or  energy  to  turn  their  dream  of  "working  for 
themselves"  into  reality.  Self-employment  can  leave  a  person  overstressed 
and  overworked  without  making  much  money  at  all,  after  all  the  bills  are 
paid.  Self-employment,  then,  does  not  look  promising. 

Second,  owning  a  business  is  another  tiring  and  time-consuming  activity.  A 
company's  owner  has  tremendous  responsibilities:  for  employees,  products, 
and  many  other  things.  A  business  owner  may  have  to  work  18  hours  a  day, 
even  on  weekends,  to  meet  all  his  obligations.  He  may  make  a  lot  of  money, 
but  what  good  is  money  if  you  have  no  time  to  enjoy  the  things  it  buys? 

Therefore,  as  I  see  it,  the  best  plan  is  to  find  a  good  job  and  work  at  it 
diligently.  If  the  salary  is  enough  to  live  on,  hours  are  reasonable,  and 
responsibility  is  limited,  then  this  kind  of  employment  probably  would  be 
best.  Let  someone  else  bear  the  burden  of  owning  and  running  a  company.  A 
salaried  job  is  much  less  stressful  and  more  satisfying. 
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065.  A  city  can  preserve  old,  historically  important  buildings  or  tear 
them  down  and  put  up  new  buildings.  Which  policy  do  you  think 
is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


Most  of  us  have  an  interest  in  history.  We  may  not  know  our  community's 
history  in  great  depth,  but  we  enjoy  seeing  old  buildings  that  provide  a  link 
between  the  present  and  the  past  Historic  buildings  remind  us  that  we  did 
not  make  our  society  alone.  Instead,  we  built  on  what  previous  generations 
did.  That  is  a  valuable  lesson.  It  teaches  us  that  what  we  do  today  will  affect 
the  future,  so  we  had  better  be  wise  and  careful.  That  is  only  one  reason  why 
we  should  preserve  old,  historic  buildings. 

Another  reason  is  the  beauty  of  old  buildings.  Much  of  modem  architecture 
is  ugly.  The  buildings  serve  their  purpose  but  are  not  very  satisfying  to  look 
at.  There  is  no  comparing,  for  example,  Kyongbok  Palace  with  some  big  glass 
box  in  downtown  Seoul.  The  palace  is  much  more  beautiful.  It  also  reminds 
us  of  great  events  and  leaders  in  history.  Looking  at  the  palace,  we  think  of 
wise  rulers  like  King  Sejong  and  resolve  to  be  more  like  them. 

By  contrast,  a  modern  skyscraper  delivers  no  such  message.  All  it  says  is, 
"Look  at  me!  I'm  big,  bleak  and  ugly,  but  I'm  rich!"  Which  is  more  satisfying, 
that  message  or  the  lesson  of  the  palace? 

At  last,  this  is  not  to  say  that  all  old  buildings  should  be  preserved.  Many  of 
them  have  no  great  importance.  The  finest  and  most  historic  old  buildings, 
however,  must  be  preserved,  not  replaced  just  for  the  sake  of  newness. 
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067.  Imagine  you  are  an  employer.  Which  kind  of  employee  would 
you  rather  hire:  a  beginning  worker  who  will  work  for  a  low 
salary,  or  an  experienced  worker  who  requires  a  higher  salary? 
Which  would  you  prefer?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Business  people  like  to  say,  "You  get  what  you  pay  for."  That  principle  applies 
to  products,  certainly.  A  well-made  product  usually  costs  more  than  a  poorly 
made  product.  If  you  want  a  good  product,  you  have  to  pay  more  for  it.  The 
same  is  true  of  employees.  An  experienced  worker  is  a  more  valuable 
employee  than  someone  less  experienced.  Therefore  an  experienced  worker 
should  receive  a  higher  salary.  That  is  why  I  prefer  to  hire  an  experienced 
worker,  even  if  he  or  she  costs  a  little  more. 

Yet,  business  people  tend  to  ignore  this  principle  when  hiring  employees. 
They  tend  to  favor  less  experienced  workers  because  such  workers  can  be 
paid  less.  Then  the  company  (in  theory)  will  make  more  money  by  paying  less 
in  salaries.  This  is  a  short-sighted  approach.  It  may  improve  profits  in  the 
short  term  but  is  likely  to  hurt  the  company  in  the  long  run,  because 
businesses  get  the  kind  of  worker  they  pay  for.  Low  wages  mean  unskilled 
workers,  poorer  products  and  service,  and  long-term  failure.  Higher  wages 
mean  better  workers,  better  products  and  services,  and  long-term  success. 
You  have  to  pay  slightly  more  for  experienced  workers,  but  the  extra  expense 
is  worth  it. 

Here  is  an  illustration  from  recent  history.  In  the  1990s,  American  business 
practiced  "downsizing"  to  inflate  profits.  Companies  wanted  low-paid, 
inexperienced  workers  because  they  could  be  paid  less.  Experienced  workers 
were  at  a  disadvantage.  They  were  fired  or  retired  early.  This  strategy  failed. 
Companies'  profits  did  not  improve  greatly.  "Junk  workers,"  low-paid  and 
inexperienced,  could  not  do  their  jobs  very  well.  Products  and  services 
deteriorated.  The  lesson  here  was  plain.  Thus,  a  company  should  hire  the 
experienced  whenever  they  are  needed. 
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070.  Many  people  think  automobiles  have  caused  major  problems  fc 
us,  but  other  people  think  automobiles  have  made  our  lives 
better.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Hardly  anyone  would  wish  to  return  to  the  pre-automobile  era.  The 
automobile  has  become  so  important  to  our  lives  that  we  probably  could  not 
do  without  it.  Automobiles  carry  us  to  and  from  work,  and  from  city  to  city. 
They  transport  the  products  we  buy  to  market.  We  use  cars  for  shopping,  for 
vacation  travel,  and  even  business  meetings.  On  the  whole,  then,  one  would 
have  to  say  that  the  automobile  has  improved  modem  life. 

For  example,  it  is  no  accident  that  the  most  prosperous  countries  are  those 
with  the  best-developed  highway  systems.  The  reason  is  simple.  Prosperity  - 
that  is,  high  productivity  -  requires  a  big,  efficient  system  of  road  transport. 
In  other  words,  cars  go  with  wealth  and  success.  That  principle  holds  true  for 
nations  and  societies  as  well  as  individuals.  Fast,  convenient,  reliable 
transportation  by  automobile  is  the  key  to  prosperity.  Imagine  how  much  less 
efficient  commerce  would  be  without  cars! 


Another  great  benefit  of  automobiles  is  their  versatility.  They  can  be  used  for 
much  more  than  carrying  people.  They  also  can  haul  produce,  pull  logs,  and 
even  serve  as  mobile  laboratories.  A  computer-equipped  car  with  satellite 
communications  can  do  as  much  as  a  whole  business  office,  while  traveling 
at  90  kph! 

Of  course,  no  one  will  deny  that  cars  have  drawbacks.  Automobiles  cause 
pollution.  They  can  be  dangerous  if  handled  improperly.  They  also  can  be 
expensive.  On  balance,  however,  we  are  better  off  with  cars  than  without 
them. 
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071 .  Which  would  you  prefer:  a  job  with  a  high  salary  and  long  hours 
that  keeps  you  away  from  friends  and  family,  or  a  job  with  a 
lower  salary  that  gives  you  more  time  with  family  and  friends? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  preference. 
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Sample 


We  live  in  a  society  that  values  "success"  -  that  is,  high  income  and  prestige  - 
above  almost  everything  else.  From  childhood,  we  are  urged  to  be 
"successful,"  to  work  as  hard  as  possible,  and  to  rise  as  high  as  possible  in 
one's  career.  My  preferred  job,  however,  would  be  something  more  modest  It 
is  better  to  have  a  position  that  pays  less  but  also  leaves  more  time  for  family 
and  friends. 

For  example,  we  tend  to  think  of  "wealth"  and  "assets"  only  in  terms  of  money 
and  material  possessions.  The  fact  is  that  one  can  be  rich  in  relationships 
and  emotional  security  too.  Such  wealth  is  worth  more,  I  think,  than  large 
amounts  of  money  in  the  bank.  Ask  yourself  which  you  would  rather  have: 
good  friends  and  a  loving  family,  or  three  large  homes  and  a  yacht?  Someone 
who  owns  the  homes  and  yacht  might  be  happy  to  trade  them  for  more  good 
friendships  and  more  peace  in  the  family. 

Then  there  is  security  to  consider.  Which  really  makes  one  more  secure:  a 
supportive  family  and  friends,  or  a  large  roll  of  cash  in  one's  pocket?  Money 
can  be  stolen  or  lose  its  value  overnight.  Solid  family  relationships  and 
friendships,  on  the  other  hand,  can  survive  almost  anything. 

In  conclusion,  a  high-paying  job  may  be  satisfying,  but  there  is  a  danger  that 
one  may  reach  the  top  of  the  ladder  and  then  find  that  the  ladder  is 
unsupported.  A  more  modest  lifestyle  with  strong  personal  bonds  is  much 
more  satisfying  and  safer. 
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073.  Some  people  say  that  computers  have  made  life  more  difficult 
and  complicated.  Other  people  think  that  computers  make  our 
lives  easier,  safer,  and  less  troublesome.  Which  view  do  you 
support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 

answer-  **«« 


Sample 


No  one  can  deny  that  computers  have  made  many  activities  easier  and  more 
convenient  than  before.  The  issue  in  this  case  is,  however,  how  computers 
have  affected  life  as  a  whole.  Overall,  I  believe  they  have  made  life  more 
complex  and  stressful,  for  several  reasons. 

First,  computers  have  accelerated  the  pace  of  modern  living.  Because 
computers  work  so  fast,  they  make  many  other  things  go  faster  all  the  time, 
from  writing  letters  to  preparing  meals.  As  a  result,  we  have  to  move  faster 
just  to  keep  up.  Life  thus  has  become  more  hectic.  We  have  less  time  to  rest. 
Does  this  situation  make  life  "less  complex  and  stressful"?  I  would  say  no. 

At  the  same  time,  computers  have  increased  productivity.  Because  of 
computers,  global  productivity  today  is  perhaps  10  times  what  it  was  at  the 
end  of  World  War  II .  Does  this  mean  that  workers  have  more  free  time  now, 
thanks  to  computers?  Actually,  it  appears  we  have  to  work  harder  and  faster 
now  to  sustain  the  increased  productivity  that  computers  made  possible.  We 
are  on  a  treadmill,  so  to  speak,  that  computers  cause  to  run  a  bit  faster  with 
each  passing  year. 

In  conclusion:  look  around.  Does  life  on  the  whole  look  significantly  easier 
and  happier  in  our  computer  era  than  it  was,  for  example,  in  1940?  Some 
tasks  may  be  more  convenient  today  with  computers  to  help,  but  life  as  a 
whole  seems  to  get  ever  more  frantic  as  computers  speed  up  its  pace. 
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075.  Some  universities  make  students  specialize  in  a  single  subject. 
Other  universities  make  students  take  courses  in  many  different 
subjects.  Which  policy  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


There  is  of  course  a  place  for  highly  specialized  schools.  On  the  whole, 
however,  the  advantage  probably  lies  with  schools  that  teach  many  different 
subjects,  for  several  reasons. 

One  reason  is  that  students,  being  young,  usually  are  uncertain  what  they 
want  to  do  with  their  lives.  Should  they  go  into  engineering,  or  education,  or 
entomology?  A  school  with  many  different  areas  of  instruction  gives  students 
a  wide  choice  of  careers.  In  such  a  school,  a  student  may  discover  interests 
that  he  or  she  never  imagined  before.  A  pre-medical  student  may  discover  he 
enjoys  history,  declare  a  major  in  it,  and  proceed  from  there  to  law  school. 
The  possibilities  are  endless  when  one  attends  a  school  that  teaches  a  great 
variety  of  subjects. 

Also,  a  student  at  such  a  school  learns  to  look  at  problems  and  issues  from 
many  different  viewpoints.  Interdisciplinary  programs  exist  for  exactly  this 
purpose.  A  student  may  learn  to  treat  subjects  from  the  viewpoint  of  an 
historian,  a  sociologist,  and  a  linguist  all  at  once.  The  result  is  a  much 
broader  and  more  useful  education  than  a  narrowly  specialized  school  could 
provide. 

There  is  of  course  a  need  for  highly  specialized  institutions.  They  are 
necessary  after  a  student  has  decided  on  his  or  her  specialty  and  requires 
advanced  training  in  it.  To  start  however,  students  are  better  served  by  less 
specialized  schools  where  many  different  subjects  are  taught. 
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078.  Which  do  you  consider  more  important:  to  be  able  to  work  on 
your  own,  or  to  be  able  to  work  as  part  of  a  team?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


This  is  the  age  of  the  team.  The  day  of  the  independent  craftsman,  working 
alone,  is  long  past.  Now,  almost  all  serious  activity  requires  team  effort. 
Doctors  must  work  in  teams  to  treat  patients.  Engineers  must  work  in  teams 
to  design  autos  and  aircraft.  Construction  workers  must  work  in  teams  to 
put  up  buildings.  Office  work  of  every  kind  is  teamwork.  It  seems  clear  to  say, 
then,  that  it  is  more  important  to  be  able  to  work  with  a  group  of  people  on  a 
team  than  to  work  independently. 

Here  is  an  example  from  the  world  of  art.  The  artist  is  supposed  to  be  a  loner. 
We  think  of  the  artist  as  a  solitary  figure,  working  all  alone  to  paint  a  portrait, 
carve  a  sculpture,  or  whatever.  Just  as  often,  however,  even  the  artist  is  part 
of  a  team.  A  work  of  art  may  be  very  much  a  team  effort.  One  person  may 
prepare  materials.  Another  person  may  transport  the  materials  to  a  studio. 
The  studio  itself  may  be,  in  fact,  an  office,  with  a  computer  specialist,  a 
receptionist,  and  many  other  team  members  working  together. 

In  conclusion,  very  few  of  us  ever  work  alone.  Even  when  we  work 
unsupervised  at  our  desks,  we  are  part  of  a  team.  We  may  not  work  directly 
with  every  other  member  of  the  team  at  every  moment,  but  the  team  remains 
more  important  than  the  individual.  That  is  why  working  with  teams  is  more 
important  than  individual,  "independent"  work. 
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079.  Your  city  plans  to  build  a  monument  to  a  famous  person  from 
your  country.  Whom  would  you  select?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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One  good  choice  for  a  monument  or  statue,  I  believe,  would  be  Sunaya  Yoshi, 
also  known  as  Kim  Choong-sun,  the  Japanese  soldier  who  was  a  friend  to 
Koreans  during  the  Hideyoshi  invasion.  Indeed,  Sunaya  was  more  than  a 
friend  to  Koreans  in  their  struggle  against  the  Japanese  invaders.  Sunaya 
actually  fought  alongside  Koreans  in  that  war.  No  one  in  Korean  history 
deserves  a  memorial  more  than  he  does. 

First,  Sunaya's  character  was  noble  and  highly  principled.  From  his 
childhood,  Sunaya  was  a  friend  of  Korea.  In  his  early  years,  he  heard  about 
Korea  as  a  peace-loving,  highly  civilized  country  and  respected  Koreans 
deeply.  The  young  Sunaya  wished  to  visit  Korea.  His  wish  came  true,  though 
under  awful  circumstances,  during  the  invasion,  when  he  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  invading  Japanese  army.  Horrified  to  see  how  the  Japanese  treated 
Korea  and  its  people,  Sunaya  switched  allegiance  to  the  Korean  side.  That  act 
required  great  nobility  and  courage. 

Also,  Sunaya  did  much  to  strengthen  Korea  against  the  invaders.  For 
example,  he  made  copies  of  Japanese  rifles  and  taught  Koreans  how  to  shoot 
them.  Our  king  at  the  time.  King  Sunjo,  was  deeply  impressed  with  Sunaya's 
integrity  and  dedication,  and  granted  him  the  Korean  name  Kim  Choong- 
sun,  meaning  "Gold  of  Loyal  Virtue."  The  king  also  granted  him  a  title  of 
nobility  and  made  him  commander  of  troops  along  Korea's  northern  frontier. 

In  conclusion,  if  our  ancient  king  thought  so  highly  of  this  foreign  friend  of 
Korea,  why  should  we  not  honor  Kim  Choong-sun,  formerly  Sunaya  Yoshi, 
with  a  monument?  If  our  city  has  the  opportunity  to  build  a  statue  or 
monument  to  honor  a  famous  person  in  my  country,  I  will  definitely  choose 
Kim  Choong-sun. 
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084.  People  have  different  opinions  about  the  Internet  Some  people 
say  that  the  Internet  gives  us  much  valuable  information.  Other 
people  believe  that  having  so  much  information  causes 
problems.  Which  opinion  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


The  Internet,  it  seems,  can  provide  information  on  almost  anything  within 
seconds.  Using  a  search  engine,  one  can  find  information  on  subjects  from 
art  to  zoology.  So  much  information  is  available  on  the  Internet  that  one  risks 
getting  swamped  in  a  flood  of  news,  opinion,  and  hard  data.  There  is  no 
question,  then,  that  access  to  so  much  information  can  cause  problems. 

The  biggest  problem  is  reducing  that  flood  of  information  to  manageable  size. 
Doing  so  takes  skill  and  experience  -  and  time!  In  total,  you  may  spend 
several  days  each  year  reviewing  information  from  the  Internet  to  find  what 
meets  your  needs.  Although  the  information  may  be  useful,  is  it  worth  the 
time  needed  to  isolate  it?  That  is  a  serious  question. 

Then  there  is  the  quality  of  data  to  consider.  Much  of  the  information  on  the 
Internet  is  worthless.  Yet,  sometimes  it  is  hard  to  separate  the  worthless 
information  from  useful  material.  The  Internet  itself  offers  very  little  guidance 
on  how  to  do  this.  The  best  it  can  do,  in  most  cases,  is  to  deliver  information 
on  a  given  topic.  Your  computer  cannot  tell  you  which  information  to  accept 
and  which  to  reject.  That  is  your  job,  and  it  can  take  a  lot  of  time  and  effort. 

To  sum  up,  thanks  to  the  Internet,  we  have  plenty  of  information.  The  trouble 
is,  we  often  have  too  much  information,  which  can  be  as  undesirable  as  too 
little.  That  is  why  I  don't  want  to  rely  on  the  Internet  too  much. 
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092.  In  which  place  would  you  rather  live:  one  with  the  same  weather 
or  climate  all  the  year,  or  one  with  weather  that  changes  from 
season  to  season?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 
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Many  people  dream  of  living  in  a  place  with  "stable"  climate.  They  dislike 
changes  in  weather  and  would  like  to  live  where  the  weather  is  predictable  - 
always  the  same.  Such  places  exist.  They  have  the  same,  uniform  weather  all 
year  round.  The  problem  is.  the  weather  in  such  "uniform*'  places  tends  to  be 
uniformly  bad:  too  hot  too  cold,  too  wet,  or  too  dry.  For  several  reasons,  it  is 
much  better  to  live  where  weather  changes  at  least  once  or  twice  a  year. 

First,  changing  weather  helps  us  avoid  many  problems.  An  always-dry  place 
has  predictable  weather,  but  it  probably  is  short  of  water  too.  An  always- 
rainy  place  has  plenty  of  water,  but  it  may  be  vulnerable  to  floods. 
Changeable  weather,  on  the  other  hand,  helps  avoid  such  extremes. 

Second,  changing  weather  is  interesting.  In  Korea,  we  have  four  seasons, 
each  with  its  own  beauty.  There  is  lovely  snow  in  winter  and  warm  sunshine 
in  summer.  Spring  brings  colorful  flowers,  and  autumn  brings  bright  leaves. 
Life  would  be  boring  if  the  weather  never  changed. 

To  conclude,  some  climates  are  more  comfortable  than  others.  There  is  no 
reason  to  live  in  a  hot  desert  when  more  moderate  climates  are  available. 
Likewise,  why  put  up  with  constantly  rainy  climates  when  others  have 
greater  variety?  The  more  variety,  the  better!  That  is  why  it  is  best  to  live 
where  the  weather  changes  often. 
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095.  Some  people  think  governments  should  spend  large  amounts  of 
money  to  explore  outer  space.  Other  people  think  that  this 
money  should  be  used  to  improve  life  on  Earth  instead.  Which 
view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


When  we  talk  about  "exploring  outer  space,"  we  actually  are  talking  about 
two  very  different  kinds  of  space  missions.  The  first  kind  involves  spectacular 
manned  space  missions.  The  second  kind  of  space  mission  involves 
unmanned  satellites  or  space  probes  designed  to  send  photos  and  other  data 
back  to  stations  on  the  ground.  Unmanned  missions  are  worth  the  money. 
Manned  missions,  however,  are  a  waste,  or  worse. 

Manned  space  flight  is  hazardous  and  expensive,  and  returns  little  useful 
information  for  each  dollar  spent  on  it.  Unmanned  probes  and  satellites,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  highly  cost-effective  and  have  returned  countless 
volumes  of  information  about  Earth,  the  other  planets  in  our  solar  system, 
and  the  rest  of  the  universe  we  inhabit.  Most  of  what  we  know  about  outer 
space  has  been  transmitted  back  to  Earth  by  unmanned  probes.  They  are 
cheap  by  the  standards  of  spacecraft  and  may  keep  operating  for  years. 

By  contrast,  manned  missions  are  much  briefer  and  more  expensive  and 
have  exacted  a  heavy  toll  in  human  life.  The  United  States  alone  has  lost  ten 
astronauts  -  three  killed  in  an  Apollo  capsule  fire  in  the  1960s,  and  seven 
lost  in  the  explosion  of  the  shuttle  Challenger  in  1986.  Contrast  this  grisly 
record  with  that  of  unmanned  probes,  which,  if  they  fail  (as  sometimes  they 
do),  entail  no  loss  of  life. 

If  one  asks  whether  space  travel  is  worth  the  money,  then,  one  must  reply 
with  a  qualified  "yes."  Unmanned  space  flight  is  worth  every  penny.  Manned 
space  flight  is  not,  and  money  spent  on  it  would  be  better  redirected  into 
unmanned  missions  or  toward  pressing  needs  here  on  Earth. 
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096.  There  are  many  ways  to  relieve  stress.  Some  people  read,  others 
do  exercises,  and  still  others  work  around  their  homes.  Which 
way  would  you  prefer  to  relieve  stress?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Many  different  techniques  may  be  used  to  relieve  stress.  For  some  people, 
exercise  helps.  Other  people  find  that  music  replaces  a  stressful  mood  with  a 
more  relaxed  state  of  mind.  One  avenue  of  release  from  stress,  however,  is 
not  widely  practiced  but  is  nonetheless  effective:  writing  about  one's  inner 
discomfort. 

This  is  because  there  is  tremendous  relief  in  putting  one's  anxieties  down  on 
paper.  In  many  cases,  anxiety  seems  less  formidable  when  reduced  to  a  few 
written  words.  Writing  down  the  source  of  one's  worries  also  forces  one  into  a 
mode  of  thought  that  may  yield  a  solution  to  the  problem.  Because  writing  is 
a  formal,  "linear"  activity,  in  which  one  step  leads  to  another  and  then 
another,  it  may  encourage  the  writer  to  think  of  successive  steps  to  deal  with 
the  difficulty. 

For  example,  imagine  a  man  has  trouble  with  his  family.  He  writes  down  the 
nature  of  his  trouble.  Then  he  thinks  of  a  possible  means  to  resolve  it. 
"Maybe  a  marriage  counselor  can  help,"  he  writes.  He  might  add,  "Perhaps  I 
need  to  spend  more  time  talking  with  my  wife,  and  less  time  at  work."  The 
process  of  writing  has  put  him  in  a  more  contemplative  frame  of  mind,  in 
which  solutions  occur  to  him  more  easily. 

In  conclusion,  writing  down  one's  worries  also  provides  a  useful  long-term 
means  to  alleviate  anxiety.  When  worried  about  something,  write  down  on  an 
index  card  the  source  of  your  concern  and  what  you  fear  will  happen.  Then 
put  the  index  card  away,  and  look  at  it  again  several  days  or  weeks  later.  Did 
your  fears  come  true?  Probably,  they  did  not.  Your  worry  was  needless.  This 
exercise  helps  put  worries  and  fears  in  proper  perspective  and  enables  one  to 
cope  with  them  more  effectively  if  and  when  they  return. 
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099.  You  are  at  a  university  where  two  students  must  share  each 
dormitory  room.  Would  you  prefer  to  select  your  own  roommate, 
or  let  the  university  assign  a  roommate  to  you?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Because  it  is  best  to  have  as  much  control  as  possible  over  one's  private 
space  as  possible,  one  should  choose  one's  own  roommate  if  one  has  that 
option.  To  allow  a  university  to  choose  one's  roommate,  with  whom  one  must 
share  small  living  quarters  for  months,  is  to  risk  winding  up  in  an 
unpleasant  and  unpredictable  situation.  Here  are  a  few  examples  of  problems 
that  may  result  when  one  has  no  choice  of  roommates. 

First,  many  university  students  are  deeply  troubled.  They  are  at  a  time  of  life 
when  numerous  personal  problems  must  be  resolved,  and  students  are  not 
necessarily  successful  at  resolving  them.  In  extreme  cases,  a  student  may 
suffer  from  serious  emotional  disturbance  and  require  professional  care.  The 
chance  of  getting  such  an  unbalanced  person  as  a  roommate  may  be  very 
small,  but  the  risk  exists  nonetheless  . 


Second,  students  may  have  habits  such  as  playing  a  stereo  too  loudly, 
getting  drunk  every  night,  or  even  stealing  other  students'  property.  Alcohol 
abuse  is  also  a  particular  danger.  A  teenage  boy  who  drinks  heavily  may 
create  a  difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  situation  for  his  roommate. 

For  these  reasons  and  many  others  as  well,  it  is  best  to  choose  one's 
roommate  if  allowed  to  do  so.  One  thus  is  more  likely  to  live  peacefully  with 
someone  who  shares  one's  own  tastes,  habits,  recreations,  and  general 
outlook  on  life.  In  short,  "personal  chemistry"  is  likely  to  be  better  in  such  a 
situation  than  if  one  has  to  accept  whomever  the  university  may  select  as 
one's  roommate;  and  therefore  one's  time  at  college  probably  will  be  more 
enjoyable  as  well. 
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100.  Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  large  amounts  of 

money  to  buy  or  develop  computer  technology,  or  should  that 

money  be  spent  for  other,  basic  purposes?  Which  one  of  these 

options  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 

explain  your  answer. 

irfctiitii 


Sample 


Computer  technology  is  perhaps  the  single  most  important  branch  of 
technology,  and  so  nations  have  a  strong  interest  in  developing  their  nations' 
capabilities  in  that  field.  Although  some  would  say  government  involvement 
in  this  undertaking  is  essential,  it  seems  more  likely  that  government  would 
do  better  to  stand  on  the  sidelines.  Here  is  why. 

First,  when  governments  invest  in  something,  they  tend  to  do  so  in  a 
conservative,  traditional,  and  often  outdated  way.  This  fact  is  expressed  in 
the  saying,  "Generals  prepare  for  the  last  war."  Governments  usually  base 
strategies  on  information  that  is  ten  to  twenty  years  old.  Therefore,  a 
government  that  tries  to  help  develop  computer  technology  may  invest  in 
technology  that  is  already  old.  The  private  sector  probably  knows  better  what 
is  happening  now,  and  where  investment  should  go  for  best  results. 

Of  course,  a  government  has  great  resources  and  may  direct  them  on  the 
advice  of  well-informed  consultants  from  the  private  sector.  This  policy  may 
yield  impressive  results,  because  it  combines  up-to-the-minute  knowledge 
with  big  money.  If  a  government  wants  to  develop  or  buy  computer 
technology,  this  may  be  the  best  approach. 

Meanwhile,  however,  government  has  many  other  priorities  for  spending, 
from  defense  to  medical  care.  The  government  must  balance  those  urgent 
short-term  needs  against  strategic  investment  in  computer  technology.  Non- 
computer  spending  is  important  too;  and  unless  a  government's  investment 
in  computers  is  planned  carefully  and  directed  wisely,  the  money  would  be 
spent  to  better  effect  on  hospitals  and  other  priorities  outside  information 
processing. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Questio 

101.  Some  people  prefer  doing  work  with  machines,  whereas  other 
people  prefer  working  with  their  hands.  Which  do  you  think  is 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

••••£ 


Handwork  can  be  enjoyable,  and  indeed  handwork  is  still  the  only  way  to 
perform  certain  tasks.  Because  modern  technology  makes  machines 
available  for  so  many  jobs,  however,  there  is  no  need  to  spurn  them.  On  the 
contrary,  machines  make  many  tasks  quicker,  more  rewarding,  and  more 
enjoyable,  without  necessarily  constraining  creativity. 

For  example,  the  word  processor  may  not  have  the  romantic  appeal  of  a  quill 
or  an  expensive  fountain  pen,  but  it  also  allows  an  author  to  work  ten  times 
faster  than  when  manuscripts  were  handwritten,  with  fewer  mistakes  and 
much  greater  freedom  to  alter  text.  The  word  processor  has  transformed  the 
craft  of  writing  so  thoroughly  that  one  can  hardly  imagine  modem  journalism 
without  it.  No  serious  author  would  dream  of  returning  to  the  days  of  manual 
typewriters  with  cloth  ribbons. 

Also,  machines  make  work  more  reliable.  A  woodworker  with  a  modern  tool 
can  produce  work  of  uniformly  high  quality  much  more  easily  than  his  or  her 
predecessor  200  years  ago  could,  because  machines  have  increased  both  the 
speed  and  reliability  of  the  processes  involved. 

To  sum  up,  handwork  is  still  original  work,  and  as  such  has  a  certain  edge  in 
value  over  machine-made  artifacts.  Nonetheless,  even  this  advantage  is  not 
necessarily  denied  to  machine  work.  A  machine  is,  after  all,  merely  a  tool: 
more  sophisticated  than  a  knife  or  chisel,  but  just  a  tool  for  all  that. 
Meanwhile,  a  good  creative  artist  is  still  an  artist,  even  when  wielding  a  power 
saw  instead  of  a  paintbrush;  and  the  imagination  of  a  genuine  artisan  can 
and  will  emerge  from  his  or  her  work,  whether  it  is  fashioned  by  hand  in  a 
studio,  or  in  a  machine  shop. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 
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107.  Some  people  think  that  all  students  should  be  able  to  attend  a 
college  or  university.  Other  people  think  that  only  good  students 
should  be  able  to  do  so.  Discuss  these  opinions.  Which  do  you 
support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


•  ••#* 


Sample 


If  the  issue  is  whether  or  not  a  college  or  university  education  should  be  a 
"right,"  meaning  an  option  or  benefit  to  which  everyone  is  entitled  regardless 
of  situation,  the  answer  is  certainly  no.  Making  college  a  guaranteed  "right" 
would  be  like  ensuring  the  "right"  to  a  drivers  license.  Some  individuals 
simply  do  not  have  what  it  takes  to  study  on  the  college  or  university  level, 
just  as  some  individuals  are  unqualified  to  drive  an  automobile. 

In  principle,  an  institution  of  higher  education  must  restrict  admissions  to 
candidates  whose  record  indicates  ability  to  perform  on  a  certain  ininimum 
level  or  higher.  To  take  an  extreme  example,  a  place  in  the  freshman  class  at 
Harvard  or  Yale  could  hardly  be  offered  to  a  high- school  dropout  with  a 
straight-F  record,  merely  on  the  conviction  that  every  single  individual  is 
"entitled"  to  an  education.  The  concept  of  "rights"  does  not  extend  that  far. 

As  it  happens,  this  issue  is  probably  a  "non-issue,"  because  it  is  likely  to 
resolve  itself  without  the  need  for  a  formal  decision  on  policy.  Here  is  why.  A 
person  who  desires  a  college  or  university  education  is  almost  surely  a 
reasonably  good  student  in  the  first  place,  and  therefore  deserves 
consideration  for  higher  education.  The  dropout  mentioned  earlier,  on  the 
other  hand,  probably  would  be  uninterested  in  college  anyway.  Otherwise,  he 
would  have  performed  better  and  stayed  in  school. 

The  issue  then  becomes  this:  What  exactly  qualifies  an  individual  for  study 
on  the  college  or  university  level?  No  single  set  of  criteria  can  be  applied. 
Each  institution  must  decide  whom  to  admit  and  to  reject.  The  definition  of  a 
"good"  student  will  differ  from  one  school  to  another.  A  student  "good" 
enough  for  a  small  institution  in  a  rural  state  may  not  be  "good"  enough  for  a 
highly  selective  university.  Still,  the  student  who  desires  a  college  education 
can  probably  obtain  it  somewhere.  There  is  no  need  to  establish  a 
comprehensive  "right"  to  such  an  education,  because  opportunities  for  it 
exist  in  abundance  already. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Quest'on 


11 0.  Some  people  prefer  to  spend  most  of  their  time  with  friends 
Other  people  prefer  to  be  alone  most  of  the  time.  Which  way  of 
life  do  you  prefer?  Use  specific  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


Time  spent  with  friends  can  be  enjoyable.  There  is  also  a  time  to  be  alone, 
however,  and  to  think  seriously  without  the  input  of  others.  Relaxing  alone  at 
home  is  a  good  time  to  think  about  something  important  or  enjoyable, 
without  interference  from  other  people. 

Also,  solitude  is  an  aid  to  creativity.  Many  good  ideas  occur  when  one  sits 
alone  and  lets  one's  mind  wander.  The  result  may  be  a  valuable  new  insight. 
The  chemist  who  worked  out  the  structure  of  the  benzene  ring,  for  example, 
had  that  particular  idea  while  sitting  in  front  of  a  fireplace.  Would  that  idea 
have  occurred  to  him  if  he  had  been  sitting  with  friends  in  a  noisy  tavern? 


At  such  moments  of  creativity,  company  may  be  the  last  thing  one  desires. 
Consider  the  story  of  British  poet  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  who  composed 
his  famous  poem  "Kubla  Khan"  in  its  entirety  in  his  mind  and  was  ready  to 
put  the  poem  on  paper  when  he  received  an  unexpected  visitor.  The  visitor 
soon  departed,  but  meanwhile  Coleridge  had  forgotten  portions  of  the  poem. 
He  was  able  to  recall  and  record  only  bits  and  pieces  of  it.  Those  fragments 
became  one  of  the  best-known  poems  in  English.  What  must  the  original 
work  have  been  like?  We  will  never  know,  because  unwanted  company 
distracted  the  poet  as  he  was  about  to  write  it  down. 

Therefore,  companionship  may  have  its  benefits,  but  so  does  time  spent 
alone;  and  while  group  activity  may  be  fun,  solitude  yields  deeper  and  more 
lasting  rewards. 
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11 4.  Do  you  think  young  adults  are  influenced  more  by  their  friends 
or  by  their  family?  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •rtfc-fr 


Sample 


Adolescence  is  an  important  time  in  the  formation  of  a  person's  character. 
The  influence  and  reactions  of  a  young  adult's  family  will  be  critical  at  this 
time.  However,  friends  are  the  single  most  important  influence  on  a  young 
adult  because  of  their  frequent  contact  and  their  role  in  personality 
development. 

Because  adolescents  spend  so  much  time  with  their  friends,  the  influence  of 
friends  is  very  strong.  Young  people  are  busy  then,  with  school,  part-time 
jobs,  and  just  having  fun  with  friends.  All  three  of  those  activities  take  time 
away  from  interaction  with  the  family  and  replace  that  time  with  interaction 
with  friends.  Young  people  see  their  friends  at  school,  at  work,  in  their  free 
time  -  at  almost  all  times  of  the  day. 

Another  significant  reason  for  the  influence  of  friends  is  that  young 
adulthood  is  about  defining  one's  own  personality.  When  people  are  children, 
they  are  controlled  by  their  parents;  they  are  almost  an  extension  of  their 
parents.  Becoming  your  own  person  is  a  very  difficult  process.  In  it,  the 
opinion  of  friends  is  most  important  A  young  person  might  try  on  different 
characters  -  meek,  funny,  cool,  athletic  -  much  as  one  would  try  on  different 
clothes.  The  response  someone  gets  from  friends  will  determine  which 
characteristics  continue  or  fall  by  the  wayside. 

In  addition,  friends  are  influential  simply  because  of  their  overwhelming 
presence.  At  no  other  point  in  a  person's  life  will  anyone  spend  so  much  time 
with  friends.  Before  or  after  adolescence,  that  situation  can  change,  but  for 
young  adults,  their  friends  are  the  critical  influence.  For  these  reasons,  a 
young  adult's  friends  are  a  more  important  influence  than  the  family. 
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11 6.  In  your  opinion,  which  is  best:  to  learn  by  doing  things,  by 
talking  about  them,  or  by  listening  to  other  people  talk  about 
them?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


One  can  learn  much  from  reading  or  from  listening  to  others'  conversation, 
but  the  most  valuable  lessons  are  either  learned  from  experience  -  that  is, 
actually  doing  things  -  or  at  least  reinforced  by  it.  Thus,  to  leam  something, 
you  must  do  it.  There  is  no  other  way. 

Here  is  a  hypothetical  example.  One  can  read  many  books  about  the  game  of 
baseball  and  listen  to  baseball  players  talk  about  it,  but  the  only  way  to  leam 
it  is  to  get  out  on  the  field  and  play  it.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  such 
practical  experience.  This  same  principle  applies  to  countless  other  activities, 
from  driving  a  car  to  baking  bread. 

Even  when  knowledge  seems  purely  intellectual,  it  probably  has  a  certain 
practical  dimension  that  can  be  mastered  only  by  experience.  A  case  in  point 
involves  the  ancient  Greek  philosopher  Aristotle,  who  thought  the  sun,  moon, 
and  planets  revolved  around  the  Earth.  Aristotle's  Earth-centered  model  of 
the  cosmos  appeared  simple  at  first  but  actually  proved  too  complex  and 
unworkable. 

Much  less  complicated  and  more  effective  was  the  sun-centered  model 
developed  by  Copernicus.  In  the  Copernican  model,  the  Earth  and  other 
planets  revolved  around  the  sun.  This  model  required  no  exceptions  and 
modifications  like  those  in  the  Earth-centered  model. 

Though  simpler,  the  Copernican  model  was  not  immediately  apparent.  It  took 
many  years  of  practical  experience  to  replace  Aristotle's  old  model  with  a  new 
and  simpler  one.  This  particular  advance  in  astronomy  was  not  a  purely 
intellectual  exercise.  On  the  contrary,  it  required  lots  of  hard,  practical  work 
and  experience.  As  this  example  demonstrates,  experience  is  usually  the 
best,  and  sometimes  the  only,  teacher. 
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128.  Some  people  think  students  should  spend  the  whole  day  at 
school  on  their  studies.  Other  people  think  physical  exercise 
should  be  required  for  part  of  each  school  day.  Which  view  do 
you  favor?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your 
view. 


Sample 


Physical  exercise  is  an  important  part  of  children's  lives,  but  there  is  no  need 
to  require  it  as  part  of  each  day  at  school.  Children  are  naturally  active  and 
are  likely  to  get  all  the  physical  exercise  they  need  outside  school. 

Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  contain  the  urge  toward  running,  jumping,  and  other 
athletic  activities  in  children.  Wherever  a  reasonably  large  open  space  exists, 
you  are  almost  certain  to  find  children  engaged  in  a  vigorous  game  of 
baseball,  basketball,  handball,  or  some  sport  they  have  invented  for 
themselves.  Children  need  no  encouragement  to  get  exercise  in  this  way. 
They  certainly  need  not  have  mandated,  enforced  periods  of  physical  activity 
in  school. 

Another  reason  for  excluding  physical  exercise  classes  from  school  involves 
the  group  dynamics  of  such  classes,  which  encourage  a  certain  tyranny  of 
the  strong  over  the  weak.  Bigger,  stronger  children  start  acting  like  thugs. 
They  may  harass  or  even  assault  smaller,  weaker  children  in  an  environment 
where  success  is  equated  with  demonstrations  of  bodily  strength. 

In  such  cases,  the  risk  is  not  confined  to  individuals.  In  principle  at  least,  the 
school  itself  may  be  held  responsible  if  a  child  is  injured  -  or,  as  happens 
from  time  to  time,  killed  -  in  an  exercise  class.  Opportunities  for  injury  are 
numerous,  even  in  the  absence  of  actual  harassment. 

In  short,  physical  exercise  is  not  a  school's  legitimate  concern.  Leave 
students  to  pursue  their  own  sports  and  games  outside  school,  and  use 
school  hours  to  concentrate  on  learning. 
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129.  A  university  intends  to  start  a  new  research  institution  in  your 
country.  It  might  be  either  for  research  in  business  or  for 
farming  (agriculture).  Which  of  these  would  you  recommend, 
and  why?  Provide  specific  reasons  for  your  choice. 


Business  already  has  numerous  research  centers.  A  list  of  them  would  fill 
several  pages.  Moreover,  business  is  its  own  research  institution,  always 
studying  sales  figures  and  other  data  to  determine  what  sells  best  and  who 
will  buy  what.  Therefore,  I  favor  an  agricultural  research  center. 

All  societies  and  nations,  no  matter  how  advanced  in  business,  are  basically 
agricultural.  Everyone  needs  to  eat.  No  country  can  succeed  unless  it  does  a 
good  job  of  feeding  its  people.  The  former  Soviet  Union  had  great  trouble  with 
agriculture.  Now  the  Soviet  Union  is  history.  There  is  a  lesson  here.  In  the 
last  analysis,  everything  depends  on  food. 

Also,  agriculture  faces  tremendous  challenges  in  the  years  just  ahead.  Crops 
are  becoming  weak.  That  is,  they  have  been  bred  so  selectively  for  high  yield 
that  they  have  become  vulnerable  to  disease.  A  new  disease  might  destroy  a 
whole  crop  within  days.  We  need  stronger,  disease-resistant  crops.  An 
agricultural  research  center  could  help  develop  them. 

Finally,  a  university  is  a  uniquely  productive  environment  for  research.  A 
university  has  great  resources  for  gathering  and  processing  information.  In 
this  age  of  the  Internet,  a  university  research  center  for  agriculture  could  also 
bring  together,  online,  experts  in  many  different  fields  of  study.  Then  they 
could  concentrate  their  attention  most  effectively  on  problems  in  agriculture. 

No  one  denies  that  business  is  important.  It  faces  challenges  and  problems, 
as  agriculture  does.  Business,  however,  already  has  an  impressive  research 
capability.  Now  it  is  time  to  give  the  same  capability  to  agriculture. 
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135.  Should  high  schools  require  all  students  to  wear  uniforms, 
should  high  schools  let  students  decide  what  they  will  wear  to 
school?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 


Sample 


The  issue  of  whether  or  not  to  require  students  to  wear  school  uniforms  is 
not  central  to  the  quality  of  education.  A  good  school  will  be  good  with  or 
without  uniforms,  whereas  no  uniform  by  itself  will  make  a  bad  school  into  a 
good  one.  Nonetheless,  a  school  uniform  is  a  good  idea  in  principle,  for 
several  reasons. 

First,  there  is  much  truth  in  the  saying,  "Clothes  make  the  person."  A  well- 
dressed  person  is  likely  to  have  a  more  productive  frame  of  mind  and  set  of 
behaviors  than  a  poorly  dressed  person  has.  That  is  why  a  school  uniform 
may  help  to  maintain  desirable  behavior  among  students.  The  uniform 
encourages  a  sense  of  being  part  of  a  special  group  whose  standards  of 
conduct  are  higher  than  average. 

Uniforms  are  also  conducive  to  discipline.  The  armed  forces  issue  uniforms  to 
their  personnel  for  this  reason.  A  military  uniform  signifies  a  commitment,  in 
a  sense,  to  honor  rules  and  regulations.  This  approach  works.  Discipline  in  a 
uniformed  service  is  usually  easier  to  enforce  than  in  a  non-uniformed  group. 
What  works  in  the  military  can  work  in  schools  as  well.  School  uniforms  may 
impart  a  certain  discipline  to  students  while  also  making  that  discipline 
easier  to  maintain.  Identically  dressed  students  have  a  greater  than  average 
tendency  to  consider  themselves  equal  and  to  obey  rules,  as  long  as  it  is 
made  clear  that  the  rules  apply  to  everyone. 

In  conclusion,  as  for  anyone  else,  too  much  freedom  of  choice  is  harmful  for 
students.  A  school  must  impose  certain  limits  on  students'  conduct;  and  a 
uniform  is  a  reasonably  effective  way  to  maintain  good  behavior  where 
essentially  good  behavior  exists  already. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 

140.  Many  products  (clothing,  chairs,  et  cetera)  can  be  made  by 
machine  or  by  hand.  Do  you  prefer  hand-made  or  machine-made 
products?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your 
view. 


Handmade  items  can  be  beautiful  and  valuable,  but  for  ordinary  objects  in 
everyday  use,  almost  everyone  would  prefer  machine-made  merchandise. 
One  reason  is  reliable  quality.  When  an  item  is  made  by  machine,  it  may  not 
be  as  beautiful  as  a  handmade  article,  but  quality  tends  to  be  more  uniform 
in  the  case  of  a  machine-manufactured  product.  Therefore,  I  prefer  items 
made  by  machine. 

However,  one  cannot  have  such  assurance  of  uniform  quality  when  dealing 
with  handmade  products,  because  the  quality  of  workmanship  may  differ 
greatly  from  item  to  item.  One  specimen  may  be  excellent,  and  another 
substandard.  Machine-made  products,  by  contrast,  are  more  likely  to  provide 
quality  one  can  trust  in  every  case. 

Cost  is  another  reason  to  prefer  machine-made  products.  When  something  is 
manufactured  in  large  numbers  by  machine,  then  the  cost  per  item  is  likely 
to  drop,  because  materials  can  be  bought  in  large  quantities,  resulting  in  a 
saving  which  can  be  passed  along  to  the  consumer.  Also,  because  a  machine 
(unlike  a  human  craftsman)  need  not  be  paid  a  salary,  manufacturing  cost 
and  consumer  price  can  be  reduced  still  further.  Savings  to  manufacturers 
and  consumers  can  thus  be  tremendous. 

There  are  of  course  situations  where  only  handmade  products  are  desirable. 
A  mass-produced  Rembrandt,  for  example,  would  not  be  a  Rembrandt  at  all. 
Such  situations,  however,  are  rare.  For  most  purposes,  machine-made 
products,  from  clothing  to  china,  are  unquestionably  best,  both  for  quality 
and  for  value. 
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143.  Should  students  have  one  long  vacation  each  year,  or  several 
brief  vacations?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  •*** 


Sample 


Several  short  vacations  probably  would  make  more  sense  than  a  single  long 
vacation,  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  A  series  of  brief  vacations  would  provide 
welcome,  but  not  overly  long,  interruptions  in  study,  so  that  students  would 
have  a  few  days  for  rest  after  extended  periods  of  academic  work.  Such  short 
respites  from  study  would  allow  students  to  regain  energy  and  return  to 
school  refreshed  after  vacation. 

A  number  of  short  vacations  scattered  through  the  year  might  also  help 
improve  students'  memory  for  course  material.  If  students  had  a  single  long 
vacation  between  school  sessions,  they  might  forget  much  of  what  they 
learned.  Shorter  vacations  could  help  make  sure  students  retained  more  of 
what  they  learned,  because  they  would  be  away  from  school  for  only  brief 
periods  at  a  time. 

This  is,  at  least,  a  fair  presumption.  To  illustrate  it  ask  yourself:  which  do 
you  recall  in  most  detail,  events  one  week  ago  or  events  two  months  ago?  The 
answer  almost  certainly  will  be:  events  a  week  ago.  There  has  been  less  time 
for  you  to  forget  that  information,  and  therefore  you  recall  it  better.  This  same 
principle  is  good  reason  to  favor  several  short  vacations  for  students  instead 
of  a  single  long  period  away  from  school.  The  longer  students  are  out  of 
school,  the  more  apt  they  are  to  forget  what  they  learned  there. 

Discipline  also  might  benefit  from  the  short-vacation  arrangement.  Students 
who  remain  out  of  school  for  a  long  time  may  lose  their  rigorous  study  habits 
and  respect  for  school  regimen.  A  student  on  vacation  for  three 
uninterrupted  months  may  become  soft,  so  to  speak,  and  have  trouble 
adjusting  to  the  demands  of  school  when  classes  eventually  resume.  Briefer 
but  more  numerous  vacations  would  allow  less  time  for  slackness  to  develop 
between  sessions.  A  long  vacation,  then,  may  be  more  popular  with  students, 
but  several  short  vacations  would  be  likely  to  serve  their  interests  better. 
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144.  Which  do  you  think  makes  a  better  place  to  live:  a  modern 
apartment  or  a  traditional  home?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 


Traditional  houses  have  advantages  over  apartments,  such  as  greater  space 
and  perhaps  a  large  yard,  but  on  the  whole  I  prefer  apartment  living  for 
several  reasons. 

First,  an  apartment  is  easier  to  keep  clean  than  an  entire  house.  One  need 
only  clean  perhaps  two  or  three  rooms,  once  or  twice  a  week.  Nothing  in  the 
apartment  is  far  from  anything  else,  so  convenience  in  an  apartment  is 
greater  than  in  a  full-sized  house.  One  can  keep  track  of  everything  in  an 
apartment  easily. 

Second,  there  is  a  certain  added  security  in  living  in  an  apartment  building. 
The  building  may  have  a  full-time  security  staff,  or  at  least  a  person  stationed 
at  the  front  desk  to  monitor  persons  entering  and  leaving  the  building.  Such 
measures  tend  to  reduce  crime.  Moreover,  the  presence  of  many  neighbors 
nearby  is  a  deterrent  to  crime,  because  a  criminal  in  that  situation  is  likely  to 
be  noticed  and  reported.  A  house,  however,  makes  a  more  tempting  target  for 
burglars,  especially  if  it  is  clear  that  the  occupant  is  not  at  home. 

Finally,  home  ownership  is  sometimes  described  as  a  "money  pit."  One  must 
spend  large  amounts  of  money  on  maintenance  and  repairs.  These  expenses 
are  much  lower,  or  nonexistent,  if  one  rents  an  apartment.  On  balance,  then, 
the  advantages  of  apartment  living  outweigh  its  drawbacks  and  make  renting 
an  apartment  preferable  to  owning  a  house. 
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145.  Does  advertising  help  us  by  bringing  new  and  useful  products  to 
our  attention,  or  does  advertising  urge  us  to  buy  more  than  we 
really  need?  Which  opinion  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  •*** 


Sample 


Some  advertising  is  indeed  worthwhile  because  it  provides  valuable 
information  or  informs  us  of  useful  new  products.  Such  advertising,  however, 
is  rare.  Most  advertising  encourages  us  to  spend  money  we  may  not  have  on 
things  we  do  not  need.  Here  are  several  examples. 

First,  makers  of  soft  drinks  spend  huge  sums  on  promotion.  The  drinks  are 
not  vital  commodities.  Water  would  be  just  as  refreshing,  and  less  expensive. 
Still,  beverage  manufacturers  invest  tremendous  amounts  of  money  in 
advertising  to  sell  their  products,  trying  to  persuade  the  public  that  their 
drinks  are  delicious  and  are  consumed  by  tasteful,  fashionable  people,  of 
whom  you  supposedly  will  be  one  if  you  buy  and  drink  this  acidic,  sugary 
stuff. 

Second,  toy  manufacturers  urge  parents  to  buy  elaborate,  expensive  toys  for 
their  children.  The  toys  will  soon  be  forgotten  and  abandoned,  because  they 
leave  nothing  to  the  child's  imagination.  A  child  can  have  more  imaginative 
fun  with  ordinary  paper  than  with  a  costly  plaything.  Money  spent  on  such 
toys  could  have  been  invested  in  a  child's  future  in  much  more  productive 
ways. 

Fast  food  provides  another  case  in  point.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  anything  less 
healthful  that  the  high-fat,  nutrient-deficient  meals  pushed  by  fast-food 
chains.  A  single  sandwich  may  contain  more  than  1 ,000  Kcal,  mostly  in  the 
form  of  fat  A  can  of  tuna  and  an  apple  would  make  a  better  meal  and  cost 
much  less.  Yet,  advertising  persuades  large  numbers  of  people  that  meat  and 
fried  vegetables  literally  dripping  fat  are  the  finest  fare  one  can  imagine. 
People  do  not  need  this  food.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  bad  for  them.  Nonetheless, 
they  follow  advertisers'  inducements  to  buy  it.  That  is  basically  the  task  of 
advertising:  to  sell  something  useless  or  even  dangerous  as  if  it  were  an  asset 
and  a  bargain. 
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146.  Would  you  rather  spend  your  leisure  time  indoors  or  outdoors? 
Which  would  you  select?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 


Outdoor  activity  is  enjoyable,  and  a  certain  amount  of  it  is  necessary  for 
health.  The  exercise  provided  by  even  a  modest  daily  walk  is  valuable  in 
preventing  many  illnesses.  There  is  also  a  psychological  benefit  from  being 
outdoors.  Always  staying  indoors  is  boring  and  gives  one  a  feeling  of  being 
confined.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible  to  carry  outdoor  activity  to 
extremes.  Extremism  in  almost  anything  is  inadvisable,  and  that  includes 
outdoor  activity.  Thus,  my  preference  is  for  indoor  activity. 

In  early  20th-century  America,  for  example,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
"fresh  air"  campaign.  Being  outdoors  in  "fresh  air"  supposedly  would  provide 
all  kinds  of  benefits  for  one's  health.  Famous  U.S.  newspaper  cartoonist 
George  Herriman  satirized  the  "fresh  air"  fad  in  a  comic  strip,  "Major  Ozone's 
Fresh  Air  Crusade." 

In  the  comic  strip,  one  Major  Ozone,  a  health  enthusiast,  would  go  in  search 
of  fresh  air  and  have  a  ridiculous  adventure  along  the  way.  In  one  episode. 
Major  Ozone  carried  his  quest  so  far  that  he  was  committed  to  a  mental 
institution.  Major  Ozone's  adventures  were  amusing,  but  they  dramatized  a 
serious  point.  Extremism  in  almost  anything  is  undesirable,  and  that 
includes  outdoor  activity. 

Most  of  the  time,  it  is  all  right  to  be  indoors  even  in  one's  free  time.  There  are 
many  things  one  can  do  indoors  to  keep  fit  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  exercise. 
One  can  run  on  an  indoor  track,  play  squash  on  an  indoor  court,  or  swim  in 
an  indoor  pool.  There  is  no  need,  then,  to  spend  excessive  amounts  of  time 
outdoors.  In  other  words,  we  don't  need  to  overemphasize  the  benefits  of 
outdoor  activities. 
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157.  Would  you  prefer  to  study  at  a  traditional  school,  or  at  home, 
using  computers  and  television  to  make  your  home  a 
"classroom"?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain 
your  opinion. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


The  kind  of  "learning"  TV  and  computers  allow  is,  in  many  cases,  closer  to 
entertainment  than  actual  education.  That  is  why  they  are  never  likely  to 
replace  study  at  traditional  schools. 

First,  the  traditional  classroom  setting  has  many  advantages  over  remote 
learning.  One  is  immediacy.  A  discussion  in  a  classroom  occurs  in  a  very 
different  environment  from  a  set  of  responses  online.  Talking  with  another 
person  in  a  face-to-face  conversation  conveys  ideas  far  more  effectively  than  a 
line  of  text  on  a  video  screen  would,  and  meanwhile  affords  more  effective 
interaction. 

Also,  proponents  of  "interactive  video"  and  other  modern  learning 
technologies  are  in  danger  of  forgetting  that  the  most  "interactive,"  and  in 
general  the  best,  kind  of  instruction  consists  of  personal  meetings  in  a 
classroom.  In  a  classroom  discussion,  participants  may  convey  much 
meaning  by  intonation,  facial  expressions,  and  other  elements  of 
communication  which  may  be  lost  in  televised  or  computer-based 
instruction.  TV  and  computers  may  be  useful  channels  for  information,  but 
they  also  are  filters  which  remove  much  of  the  information  content  from 
lessons. 

To  use  an  analogy,  classroom  education  is  like  sitting  down  to  a  nourishing 
meal.  Televised  or  computerized  education  is  like  merely  seeing  that  same 
meal  on  a  screen,  and  typing  out  comments  about  it.  Which  of  these  two 
experiences  is  more  rewarding:  the  meal,  or  the  digitized  image  of  it?  Given 
the  choice,  most  of  us  would  prefer  the  actual  meal.  Seen  from  this 
perspective,  classroom  education  is  the  better  choice  as  well. 
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Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 

160.  When  you  have  to  complain  about  a  product,  do  you  think  it  is 
better  to  write  a  letter  of  complaint,  or  to  make  your  complaint  in 
person?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your 
opinion. 


When  feasible,  it  probably  is  best  to  present  a  complaint  in  person  rather 
than  by  writing,  because  face-to-face  contact  is  often  a  gentler  way  to  register 
dissatisfaction.  Such  a  person-to-person  encounter  allows  the  two  parties  to 
convey  information  by  words  and  by  expression,  tone  of  voice,  and  gesture, 
and  thus  minimize  the  risk  of  miscommunication.  A  letter,  by  contrast,  is 
limited  to  bare  words  and  cannot  convey  important  meaning  through  other 
channels,  as  in  a  face-to-face  meeting. 

Also,  a  personal  meeting  is  more  immediately  interactive  than  a  letter. 
Imagine  you  go  to  a  computer  store  to  complain  about  an  inoperative  printer, 
and  take  the  device  with  you.  "What's  wrong  with  it?"  a  customer  service 
representative  says.  "It  doesn't  print"  "Did  you  make  sure  the  connection 
was  solid?"  the  representative  asks.  If  the  answer  is  yes,  then  the  problem  is 
probably  with  the  printer.  If  you  say  no,  however,  then  the  problem  was  with 
the  connection,  not  the  printer  itself,  and  the  problem  is  solved.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  reconnect  the  computer  correctly  with  the  printer.  The  visit  has 
resolved  your  difficulty  quickly  and  easily.  A  written  complaint  and  response 
would  have  required  much  longer. 

If  the  complaint  is  of  a  very  sensitive  nature,  then  a  meeting  in  person  is  all 
but  mandatory,  because  the  complaint  must  be  delivered  very  carefully, 
without  causing  needless  offense.  Then,  a  conciliatory  manner  is  needed;  and 
it  is  much  easier  to  achieve  in  person  than  by  letter. 

There  are  of  course  times  when  written  documentation  of  a  complaint  is 
necessary  to  establish  a  "paper  trail"  that  may  be  followed  later  if  necessary. 
Also,  a  letter  is  sometimes  the  only  feasible  way  to  register  a  complaint, 
especially  if  the  recipient  is  far  away.  Personal  meetings  are  best  for  many 
purposes,  however,  and  should  be  preferred  when  possible. 
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167.  Your  school  has  enough  money  to  buy  either  books  for  its 
library  or  computers  for  its  students.  Do  you  think  the  school 
should  buy  computers  or  books?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


Sample 


The  gains  expected  from  putting  computers  in  schools  have  not  been 
realized.  Except  for  how  to  operate  a  computer,  students  have  learned 
nothing  from  computer-based  education  that  they  could  not  have  learned 
without  it.  In  short,  the  so-called  computer  revolution  in  learning  technology 
has  failed.  That  is  why  a  school  is  much  better  advised  to  put  its  money  into 
books  for  the  library  than  into  computers  for  students. 

The  best  education  is  still  book-centered,  not  computer-centered.  Computers 
may  have  the  seeming  advantage  of  flashy  graphics  and  the  ability  to  display 
information  in  many  different  formats,  but  a  bock  has  the  crucial  advantage 
of  teaching  true  literacy,  not  merely  facility  in  operating  a  machine.  A  student 
reading  a  book  is  forced  to  make  the  all-important  step  of  discerning  the 
meaning  to  be  found  in  a  written  word.  The  link  between  word  and  meaning  - 
that  is,  word  and  information  content  -  is  best  taught  through  books. 

When  children  learn  genuine  literacy,  as  opposed  to  "computer  literacy,"  a 
vast  new  world  of  ideas  opens  to  them,  because  they  have  learned  actively  to 
extract  meaning  from  words,  not  merely  to  sit  passively  and  watch  images 
flow  across  a  screen.  This  lesson  is  the  most  important  one  that  any  of  us 
ever  leams.  Books  can  teach  it.  Computers,  as  a  rule,  cannot. 

Look  at  Cervantes,  Melville,  Dickens,  Turgenev,  Madame  de  Stael,  Mary 
Shelley,  and  countless  other  famous  authors.  They  were  among  the  most 
literate  individuals  of  all  time.  How  did  they  acquire  literacy?  They  did  so 
through  the  laborious  but  invaluable  study  of  books.  That  is  why  a 
computer,  though  it  has  its  place  in  a  modem  school,  can  never  replace  a 
book.  That  is  also  why  the  school's  money  should  go  for  books,  not 
computers. 
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175.  Do  you  prefer  classes  where  teachers  do  all  the  talking,  or  where 
students  are  allowed  to  speak  too?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


•••** 


In  some  classes,  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  for  students  to  say  much.  A  big 
class  in  introductory  biology,  for  example,  may  have  200  students.  It  would 
not  be  feasible  to  let  200  students  ask  questions.  When  classes  are  smaller 
and  require  in-depth  discussion  of  subject  matter,  however,  it  is  essential  for 
students  to  do  at  least  some  of  the  talking,  because  the  expression  of  their 
opinions  and  questions  is  an  integral  part  of  the  learning  process.  One 
probably  learns  much  more  in  a  setting  like  this,  where  students  can  talk  for 
part  of  the  time. 

Almost  everyone  who  has  attended  college  has  pleasant  memories  of  classes 
where  students  were  free  to  ask  questions  and  discuss  material  among 
themselves.  Three  different  students  will  view  a  particular  issue  from  three 
different  perspectives,  each  of  which  may  be  as  valid  and  instructive  as  the 
teacher's  own.  Such  an  exchange  of  ideas  not  only  gives  students  new  insight 
into  course  material,  but  also  lets  them  improve  their  debating  skills. 

In  a  hypothetical  class  about  the  American  Civil  War,  for  example,  one 
student  may  argue  that  the  war  was  fought  for  the  principle  of  freedom, 
specifically  the  freedom  of  African-American  slaves  in  the  South.  Another 
student  may  reply  that  the  war  actually  was  fought  against  the  principle  of 
freedom,  because  the  North  went  to  war  to  prevent  the  South  from  becoming 
a  free  and  independent  nation.  After  such  an  exchange  of  views,  the  war  - 
and  U.S.  history  in  general  -  may  look  much  different. 

Where  possible,  then,  students  should  be  able  to  speak  out  in  class.  The 
resulting  discussions  may  not  always  be  harmonious,  but  they  usually  will 
be  instructive. 
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181 .  Which  do  you  think  would  be  the  better  policy  in  your  country: 
to  develop  land  for  houses  and  business,  or  to  leave  the  land 
undeveloped  and  natural?  Use  specific  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 


•  •••# 


Sample 


The  problem  with  land  development  is  that  development  projects  are  not 
always  what  society  actually  needs.  Instead,  they  only  represent  what  will 
make  money.  The  result  is  a  huge  number  of  development  projects  that 
occupy  land,  operate  for  a  brief  time,  and  then  are  abandoned  or  sold. 
Development  has  produced  something  that  made  money  over  a  short  period, 
then  was  discarded  when  no  longer  profitable.  On  balance,  then,  it  probably 
is  better  to  leave  as  much  land  as  possible  in  its  natural  state.  Once 
developed,  pristine  land  is  usually  gone  for  good. 

To  illustrate,  let  us  examine  a  hypothetical  example:  a  miniature  golf  course. 
Its  social  utility  is  dubious.  It  would  provide  recreation,  but  opportunities  for 
recreation  are  abundant  already,  so  there  is  no  need  to  add  another.  At  the 
same  time,  the  site  of  the  proposed  facility  is  a  woodland  that  has  grown 
undisturbed  for  more  than  a  century  and  contains  a  complex  ecosystem  that 
development  would  ruin. 

Seen  in  this  context,  the  community  has  little  to  gain,  and  a  valuable  natural 
resource  to  lose.  If  no  law  specifically  protects  the  woodland  from 
development,  however,  then  probably  development  will  proceed,  if  the 
landowner  and  developer  decide  that  there  is  money  to  be  made. 

To  conclude,  there  may  be  a  marginal  benefit  to  a  few  individuals  -  people 
who  visit  the  miniature  golf  course  -  and  a  tangible  benefit  to  the  owner  and 
developer,  in  the  form  of  profits.  If  one  considers  development  in  light  of  long- 
term  benefits  and  the  value  of  natural  resources,  on  the  other  hand,  then  one 
cannot  help  thinking  the  land  should  have  been  preserved  in  its  original 
stale.  That  is  why  preserving  undeveloped  land  is  probably  better  than 
developing  it,  unless  development  would  provide  something  of  unquestioned 
benefit  to  the  community. 
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184.  Do  you  prefer  to  study  alone,  or  as  part  of  a  group  of  students? 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 
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Sometimes,  studying  in  a  group  can  be  beneficial.  One  student  may  point  out 
something  that  everyone  in  the  group  needs  to  know.  Also,  the  group  may 
find  problems  easier  to  solve  when  everyone  contributes  something  to  the 
solution.  As  a  rule,  however,  studying  alone  is  probably  preferable  to  group 
study,  for  several  reasons. 

First,  most  material  does  not  require  group  study.  It  can  be  absorbed  without 
too  much  trouble  by  an  individual  studying  alone.  Elementary  biology  or 
chemistry  falls  into  this  category.  The  facts  must  be  scanned  and  stored  in 
each  individual's  memory.  There  is  no  way  to  leam  them  except  by  solitary 
study.  The  same  is  true  of  basic  history  or  geography.  Names,  dates,  and 
places  must  be  committed  to  memory,  one  at  a  time.  This  is  the  essential 
"grunt  work"  of  learning  and  must  be  accomplished  on  the  individual  level. 
Study  partners  cannot  do  this  work  for  a  student 

Second,  even  more  advanced  material  is  often  better  suited  to  individual 
study  than  group  study.  French  Romantic  poetry  is  an  advanced  field,  yet 
one  does  not  necessarily  benefit  from  group  study  of  it.  One  must  read  the 
poems  oneself,  alone,  for  an  adequate  understanding  of  them.  Preferably,  one 
should  read  them  out  loud  to  oneself.  Only  in  this  way  can  one  understand, 
for  example,  Hugo  or  Vigny.  Likewise,  an  author  such  as  Melville  or 
Cervantes  can  be  comprehended  only  through  intensive,  individual  effort. 
Discussion  may  help  reinforce  many  aspects  of  understanding  in  such  cases, 
of  course,  but  discussion  is  of  value  only  if  it  follows  careful  study  on  an 
individual  basis. 

In  conclusion,  this  pattern  characterizes  education  in  general.  Many  things 
are  discovered  by  groups,  and  group  study  can  strengthen  mastery  of  what 
one  knows  already;  but  the  most  profound,  lasting,  and  valuable  lessons 
come  from  private  reflection  on  what  one  has  learned. 
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185.  Imagine  you  had  enough  money  to  buy  either  a  business  or  a 
home.  Which  would  you  prefer  to  buy?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
explain  your  preference. 
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Sample 


A  business  represents  a  better  long-term  investment  than  a  house.  A  house 
may  be  comfortable  and  impressive,  but  it  is  also  a  burden  and  a  great 
expense.  It  requires  considerable  sums  of  money  for  maintenance,  repairs, 
heat,  other  utilities,  and  taxes.  Moreover,  a  house  ties  one  down  to  a  certain 
location.  It  represents  a  commitment  to  remain  somewhere  for  a  long  time. 
Such  a  commitment  is  not  always  a  good  idea.  There  may  be  times  when  one 
needs  to  relocate. 

By  contrast,  a  business  generates  income.  It  is  productive.  It  can  provide 
financial  independence.  In  a  time  when  employment  is  often  precarious, 
there  is  a  great  advantage  in  having  one's  own  business.  One  need  not  worry 
about  being  laid  off,  nor  being  forced  into  unemployment  when  one's 
employer  folds.  Being  one's  own  employer  -  that  is,  a  business  owner  - 
provides  security  that  is  denied  to  salaried  employees. 

Even  a  modest  business  of  one's  own  can  make  the  owner  wealthy  in  the 
long  term.  We  all  have  seen  examples  of  a  small  business  that  made  its 
owner  a  millionaire  over  30  years.  A  salaried  man  could  hardly  hope  for  such 
success.  It  comes  only  through  ownership  and  operation  of  a  business. 

Much  depends,  of  course,  on  the  nature  of  the  business.  Some  businesses 
may  be  poor  investments.  If  one  buys  a  business,  one  first  ought  to  make 
sure  that  it  has  a  reasonably  large  and  stable  clientele,  and  the  margin  of 
profit  is  adequate.  Otherwise,  a  business  may  be  an  unprofitable  proposition. 
On  the  whole,  however,  a  business  offers  much  more  promise  than  a  home 
as  an  investment 
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Never  appeared  yet 
Rarely  appear 
Occasionally  appear 
Often  appear 
Very  often  appear 
Almost  regularly  appear 


Type 


Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

001.  People  have  many  different  reasons  for  attending  college  or 
university:  for  example,  to  advance  their  careers  or  acquire 
specialized  knowledge.  What  reasons  do  you  think  people  have 
for  attending  college  or  university?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


There  are  numerous  reasons  for  attending  college,  but  the  most  important 
reason  is  to  get  a  good  job  after  graduation.  A  person  without  a  college  degree 
will  probably  be  confined  to  the  lowest-paying  and  least  promising  jobs,  if  he 
is  employable  at  all.  An  undergraduate  degree  has  become  the  minimum 
educational  qualification  for  desirable  jobs,  and  many  positions  with  high 
salaries  require  master's  or  doctoral  degrees. 

The  day  is  past  when  a  person  without  a  college  degree  could  make  a  notable 
success  of  himself.  Not  too  many  years  ago,  a  high  school  graduate  with  a 
sharp  mind  and  certain  practical  skills  could  rise  by  a  combination  of 
alertness  and  hard  work.  American  inventor  Thomas  Edison,  who  had  no 
college  degree,  nonetheless  made  himself  a  classic  success  story  as  what  we 
now  call  a  "technologist."  Even  without  a  college  diploma,  Edison  attained 
success  and  changed  the  world. 

The  situation  has  changed  greatly,  however,  since  Edison's  lifetime.  As  a  rule, 
major  discoveries  and  inventions  are  no  longer  made  by  brilliant  individuals, 
but  rather  by  teams  of  highly  educated  specialists.  Backyard  inventors  still 
exist,  but  the  advantage  has  passed  to  groups  of  experts  with  advanced 
degrees.  Without  a  college  or  university  degree,  one  is  likely  to  go  nowhere, 
except  possibly  down  to  society's  lowest  strata. 

This  does  not  mean  that  a  college  degree  by  itself  guarantees  success.  One 
can  have  a  BA.  and  still  be  jobless.  A  college  diploma  increasingly  often 
marks  the  boundary,  however,  between  the  poor  and  the  middle  class.  One 
might  say  a  diploma  is  a  certificate  of  middle-class  status.  It  opens  doors  that 
are  shut  firmly  to  anyone  with  less  than  a  four-year  degree,  and  provides  at 
least  the  hope  for  advancement  to  higher  status  and  greater  wealth. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 


003.  Food  today  is  much  easier  to  prepare  than  it  used  to  be.  Do  we 
live  better  because  of  that  change?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


On  the  whole,  "instant"  foods  have  probably  improved  the  way  people  live. 
The  greatest  saving  is  in  time.  Generations  raised  on  easy-to-prepare  foods 
have  no  idea  how  long  it  took  to  prepare  meals  before  such  foods  were 
available.  The  meal  that  can  be  prepared  in  ten  minutes  today  might  have 
required  an  hour  or  more  in  1930.  Then,  making  a  meal  might  involve  boiling 
water,  peeling  vegetables,  chopping  meat,  and  cooking  all  of  them  together  for 
an  hour  or  longer. 

By  contrast,  pre-packaged  foods  save  the  user  most  of  that  preliminary  effort. 
The  food  may  be  sold  in  a  plastic  packet  that  can  be  heated  quickly  and  then 
opened,  with  the  cooked  meal  inside.  Such  meals  may  save  a  person  three 
hours  a  day  in  preparing  food.  Multiply  three  hours  each  day  times  the 
number  of  days  in  a  year,  and  the  result  is  almost  46  days  saved  by  easy-to- 
prepare  meals.  Because  time  spent  can  never  be  recovered,  this  saving  can 
be  truly  invaluable.  One  has  an  extra  month  and  a  half  each  year  for  other 
activities. 

The  cost  saving  from  instant  foods  can  also  be  considerable.  Because  such 
foods  can  be  manufactured  in  large  quantities  rather  than  in  individual 
portions,  materials  can  be  bought  in  bulk,  at  a  saving  that  can  be  passed 
along  to  the  consumer.  Storage  of  instant  food  products  is  also  relatively 
easy.  Such  foods  may  be  kept  in  dried  form  for  months  without  deterioration. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  instant  foods  are  superior  to  fresh  foods  in  every  way. 
Fresh  foods  may  taste  much  better  than  instant  foods.  The  time  saving  alone, 
however,  is  enough  to  justify  the  widespread  use  of  instant  foods.  That 
advantage  is  surely  worth  a  little  loss  of  flavor. 
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007.  How  do  television  and  motion  pictures  affect  our 

behavior?  Use 

specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 

•  ••rttt 

Sample 


Movies  and  television  are  among  the  leading  influences  on  a  person's 
behavior.  An  individual  may  spend  six  hours  per  day  or  even  longer,  on  the 
average,  in  front  of  a  television  set  or  video  player,  watching  anything  from 
situation  comedies  to  horror  films.  This  experience  constitutes  a  powerful 
daily  indoctrination,  and  its  influence  may  alter  the  viewer's  thinking  and 
behavior  in  many  different  ways. 

First,  television  and  motion  pictures  reinforce  certain  ideals  and  behaviors.  A 
case  in  point  involves  the  pursuit  of  individual  profit  Popular  entertainment, 
as  a  rule,  equates  personal  virtue  with  monetary  wealth  and  financial 
success.  The  hero  of  a  movie  or  television  drama  is  more  likely  to  be  a 
successful  businessman  than  a  poor  but  honest  philosopher,  and  the 
wealthy  hero's  personal  virtues  are  apt  to  be  presented  as  functions  of  his 
bank  balance. 

In  this  manner,  it  is  difficult  to  hear  the  equation,  "Virtue  =  money"  repeated 
constantly  without  adopting  it,  to  one  extent  or  another,  as  one's  own  maxim 
-  even  if  one  has  no  conscious  awareness  of  doing  so.  The  result  can  be  a 
gross  overemphasis  on  material  gain,  up  to  and  including  utter  disregard  for 
human  life  in  pursuit  of  a  dollar.  Steady  exposure  to  such  messages  can 
desensitize  one  to  values  other  than  increasing  income. 

Then  there  is  the  stimulus  to  consume.  Encouraging  consumption  is  the 
business  of  modem  entertainment,  which  teaches  that  happiness  is  to  be 
found  in  possessions.  Some  entire  motion  pictures  and  television  specials  are 
merely  commercial  messages  for  particular  products.  So  widespread  is  this 
practice  that  a  viewer  must  make  a  conscious  effort  to  resist  the  appeal  of 
advertisements  disguised  as  motion  pictures,  videos,  and  TV  programs.  Such 
is  the  power  of  ads  disguised  as  entertainment  in  our  time. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results 

012.  When  many  people  visit  a  new  place,  they  stop  at 

there.  Why  do  you  imagine  people  stop  at  museums?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  ••fctt 


When  people  visit  a  new  place,  they  may  make  a  local  museum  their  first 
stop  because  it  provides  a  quick  and  entertaining  introduction  to  the  area.  A 
town's  museum  probably  contains  exhibits  about  the  town's  history,  its 
major  industries,  and  its  people.  Such  a  museum  may  actually  be  the  chief 
attraction  of  a  town.  A  town  museum  is  also  a  good  place  to  collect  literature 
about  the  town  and  seek  recommendations  on  sites  to  visit  and  things  to  see 
while  there. 

Many  museums  are  devoted  to  specific  topics.  There  are  museums  of 
minerals,  monsters,  whaling,  stamps,  food,  nuclear  weapons,  and  practically 
anything  else  one  can  imagine.  A  highly  specialized  museum  can  provide  a 
whole  day's  entertainment  and  instruction. 

Moreover,  a  museum  is  a  good  place  to  go  for  relaxation  and  reflection. 
Because  museums  are  usually  quiet  places,  they  provide  an  excellent 
environment  for  escaping  the  tumult  and  distraction  of  everyday  life  for  a 
while.  Many  museums  are  located  in  attractive  suburban  or  rural  settings 
which  are  themselves  worthwhile  places  to  visit.  A  few  hours  spent  at  a 
museum  may  be  the  most  refreshing  way  to  spend  one's  time. 

Also,  a  museum  adds  a  certain  dimension  to  history  that  is  unavailable  by 
any  other  means.  It  is  one  thing  to  read  about  sea  mines  used  at  sea  in 
World  War  II,  for  example,  but  much  more  impressive  to  see  one  on  display, 
big  and  black  and  menacing,  at  a  museum.  Museums  bring  history  to  life. 
That  may  be  a  cliche,  but  it  became  a  cliche  only  because  it  is  true. 


TOEFL  Writing   159 


Type 


- 


Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

015.  Neighbors  are  the  people  who  live  closest  to  us.  What  are  the 
qualities  that  you  think  make  a  person  a  good  neighbor?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •*•&•£ 


Sample 


Poet  Robert  Frost  wrote  that  good  fences  made  good  neighbors.  In  other 
words,  a  neighbor  should  be  close,  but  not  too  close.  A  neighbor  should  know 
when  his  presence  is  wanted,  and  when  it  is  not;  where  his  property  ends, 
and  yours  begins;  and  how  to  lead  his  life  while  letting  you  lead  your  own. 

First,  being  a  good  neighbor  means  having  a  correct  perception  of  territory.  A 
good  neighbor  respects  others'  property.  He  does  not  wander  uninvited  onto 
neighbors'  land,  nor  (if  he  has  dogs  or  livestock)  does  he  let  his  animals  roam. 
A  good  neighbor  will  also  keep  his  property  decently  maintained,  so  that  an 
untidy  appearance  will  not  detract  from  his  neighbors'  property. 

Second,  a  good  neighbor  respects  others'  privacy.  He  does  not  abuse  his 
neighbors'  hospitality.  He  would  rather  be  seen  too  seldom  than  too  often.  He 
is  neither  rude  nor  abusive.  When  he  has  a  disagreement  with  a  neighbor,  he 
tries  to  setde  the  matter  calmly  and  politely.  If  he  has  strong  personal 
convictions,  he  usually  keeps  them  to  himself,  and  tries  to  avoid  offense 
when  he  does  express  them. 

In  short,  a  good  neighbor  means  being  attentive  to  others,  but  not  inquisitive. 
He  may  observe  that  the  couple  next  door  is  having  loud  arguments,  but  he 
does  not  try  to  intervene  in  the  dispute  unless  his  help  is  requested,  because 
he  presumes  other  people  are  adults  capable  of  resolving  their  differences  for 
themselves.  Independent  but  on  good  terms  with  one's  neighbors:  that  is 
what  a  good  neighbor  should  be. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 



s 
018.  What  qualities  do  you  think  make  a  person  a  good  boss  or 

supervisor?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  in  your 

explanation. 


•  ••** 


It  is  perhaps  easier  to  say  specifically  what  a  good  boss  should  not  be  than 
what  a  good  boss  should  be.  There  are  definitely  some  practices  and  policies 
a  boss  ought  to  avoid.  One  is  a  threatening  and  intimidating  style  of 
management.  A  manager  who  adopts  a  "crack  the  whip"  policy  toward  work 
and  workers  is  unlikely  to  succeed.  Such  a  policy  is  apt  to  produce 
resentment,  mass  resignations,  and  an  actual  loss  of  productivity  rather  than 
improved  performance. 

Another  practice  to  avoid  is  favoritism.  When  certain  employees  come  to  be 
seen  as  specially  favored  by  their  bosses,  morale  in  the  office  suffers.  Just  as 
the  perception  in  school  that  a  certain  student  is  the  "teacher's  pet"  creates 
resentment  among  other  students,  even  the  suggestion  of  favoritism  in  an 
office  may  do  serious  damage  to  employees'  motivation  and  work. 

Likewise,  making  a  particular  employee  the  "goat,"  or  person  singled  out  for 
special  harassment  or  blame,  is  a  highly  destructive  practice  which  should  be 
avoided  at  all  times.  A  boss  who  indulges  in  this  practice  is  doing  himself 
more  harm  than  the  oppressed  employee,  by  giving  himself  a  reputation  for 
unfairness  and  malice. 

Finally,  a  boss  should  make  every  effort  to  treat  employees  impartially,  use 
positive  incentives  (awards,  bonuses,  et  cetera)  rather  than  negative  ones 
(threats  and  penalties)  to  motivate  employees,  and  understand  that  attitudes 
at  higher  levels  of  management  affect  performance  further  down.  A  good  boss 
can  make  a  company  successful;  a  bad  boss,  on  the  other  hand,  can  destroy 
it.  If  the  boss  does  a  poor  job,  then  so  will  everyone  else.  If  the  boss  performs 
well,  however,  then  the  rest  of  the  organization  will  have  reason  to  do  the 
same. 
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019.  Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  more  money  to 
improve  highways  and  roads,  or  to  improve  public 
transportations  such  as  buses,  subways,  and  trains?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Governments  on  all  levels,  especially  localities,  have  a  strong  interest  in 
promoting  public  transportation.  The  ideal  situation  would  be  to  make  public 
transit  as  convenient  as  private  transportation  (that  is,  automobiles)  and  less 
expensive.  That  ideal  is  difficult  to  attain,  but  the  closer  one  can  come  to  it, 
the  better;  and  the  more  a  community  invests  in  public  transportation,  the 
more  the  community  is  likely  to  benefit. 

First,  New  York  City  is  an  example  of  what  happens  when  a  city's 
infrastructure  is  devoted  mainly  to  private  transportation.  New  York  is 
enslaved,  in  effect  to  the  automobile.  Huge  numbers  of  private  cars  pour  into 
the  city  each  morning  and  out  again  each  evening,  producing  congestion, 
pollution,  and  noise.  At  certain  times  and  places,  traffic  in  the  city  may  move 
only  one  or  two  blocks  per  hour  -  slower  than  the  pace  of  a  leisurely  walk. 
This  is  hardly  the  most  effective  or  pleasant  form  of  transit. 

Second,  smaller  cities  such  as  Washington,  D.C.,  are  little  better.  Traffic  in 
the  Washington  area  is  so  congested  that  some  highways,  including 
Interstate  95  in  northern  Virginia,  almost  never  have  smooth,  rapid  traffic 
flow.  Motorists  in  the  Washington  area  advise  one  another  always  to  keep  the 
car's  fuel  tank  full,  because  one  never  knows  when  one  may  encounter  a 
traffic  jam  and  have  to  spend  hours  trapped  on  the  road. 

Finally,  decent  public  transportation  helps  to  avert  such  problems,  with 
resultant  savings  in  energy  and  time.  Moreover,  in  many  cases,  there  is  no 
need  for  private  transportation.  Trains,  subways,  or  buses  would  work  just 
as  well,  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  private  cars,  and  a  small  fraction  of  the 
environmental  damage  that  cars  cause.  As  private  automobile  use  declines, 
highway  maintenance  costs  drop  as  well.  The  list  of  benefits  from  public 
transportation  would  fill  a  page.  They  are  so  numerous  and  so  well- 
demonstrated  that  the  case  for  investing  heavily  in  public  transportation  is 
compelling. 
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021.  As  a  rule,  people  live  longer  now  than  they  used  to.  Why  do  you 
think  this  is  happening?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


The  extension  of  the  human  life  span  in  the  developed  countries  was  one  of 
the  most  dramatic  developments  of  the  20th  century.  Between  1900  and 
2000,  for  example,  the  anticipated  average  lifetime  of  an  individual  increased 
by  perhaps  10  years  or  more.  At  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  a  person 
of  age  65  was  considered  old.  By  the  end  of  the  century,  a  person  bom  in  the 
United  States  might  expect  to  reach  age  75  or  80,  given  adequate  medical 
care. 

Medicine  deserves  much  of  the  credit  for  this  situation.  Medical  advances 
against  conditions  such  as  cancer,  heart  disease,  and  infectious  diseases 
such  as  tuberculosis  have  extended  the  average  human  lifetime  significantly. 
At  the  same  time,  awareness  of  the  importance  of  diet  to  health  has 
contributed  to  preventing  many  kinds  of  disease,  while  campaigns  against 
smoking  and  excessive  drinking  have  done  much  to  promote  better  health 
and  prolong  lives  as  well. 

Meanwhile,  the  welfare  states  of  the  western  world  have  made  a  tremendous 
effort  to  redistribute  income  from  the  young  to  the  old,  thus  making  the 
elderly  more  affluent  and  healthier.  Indeed,  many  developed  nations  have 
become,  in  a  sense,  little  more  than  support  systems  for  the  aged.  The  elderly 
have  special  communities  with  on-site  medical  services,  as  well  as  a  wide 
variety  of  special  privileges,  subsidies,  and  luxuries. 

In  short,  prolonging  life  to  the  maximum  extent  has  become  social  policy.  It 
comes  as  no  surprise,  then,  that  more  people  are  living  into  old  age  than  ever 
before. 
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022.  On  the  job,  we  work  with  various  kinds  of  people.  These  people 
are  our  co-workers.  What  do  you  think  are  good  qualities  for  a 
co-worker  to  have?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


A  good  co-worker,  with  whom  one  interacts  in  a  productive  and  harmonious 
manner,  ought  to  have  a  few  basic  characteristics.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  of  these  is  civility.  Nothing  disrupts  harmony  in  an  office  quite  as 
much  as  a  rude,  abrasive  individual.  By  contrast,  an  amiable  co-worker, 
patient  and  polite,  is  a  great  asset.  Such  a  person  may  hold  an  entire  office 
together.  That  is  why  civility  is  vital  in  a  co-worker. 

More  specifically,  a  civil  co-worker  will  refrain  from  making  offensive  remarks. 
Almost  anyone  with  experience  in  office  work  has  encountered  a  co-worker 
with  disagreeable  or  extremist  views  and  a  habit  of  expressing  them  openly. 
This  practice  is,  to  put  it  mildly,  unwanted.  Anyone  who  indulges  in  it 
demonstrates  that  he  or  she  is  insecure  about  something  and  compensating 
for  it  by  verbal  aggression.  This  is  hardly  the  best  strategy  for  advancing  one's 
career. 

Also,  a  co-worker  should  be  reasonably  quiet  and  avoid  causing  distraction 
by  talking  loudly  or  making  other  unnecessary  noise.  Someone  who  talks 
endlessly  may  disrupt  work  seriously.  At  the  very  least,  such  a  person 
displays  indifference  toward  others  and  is  unlikely  to  be  respected  by  co- 
workers. 

Another  highly  desirable  trait  for  a  co-worker  is  the  willingness  to  accept 
responsibility.  We  all  have  met  individuals  who  try  to  avoid  responsibility  and 
transfer  it  unfairly  to  others.  Such  a  person  may  blame  others  for  his  or  her 
own  failings  and  unwillingness  to  perform  adequately.  It  is  clear  that  such  a 
person  has  no  place  in  an  office,  nor  any  other  organization.  Responsibility, 
civility,  and  respect  for  others  are  the  most  important  traits  of  a  good  co- 
worker. 
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023.  Teenagers  in  some  nations  work  at  jobs  while  they  are  still  in 
school.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  idea  for  students  to  have  jobs? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


***** 


Sample 


Nothing  is  necessarily  wrong  about  teenagers  having  jobs  while  they  are  still 
students.  Nothing  teaches  the  responsible  use  of  money  better  than  having  to 
earn  it.  Also,  a  teenager's  income  may  make  the  difference  between  want  and 
sufficiency  for  a  low-income  family.  There  are  numerous  households  where 
every  penny  counts,  and  a  teenager's  wages  may  keep  his  or  her  whole  family 
above  the  poverty  line. 

Meanwhile,  a  teenager  on  the  job  may  see  opportunities  for  advancement.  A 
glowing  career  may  begin  with  humble  employment.  Almost  everyone,  for 
example,  has  heard  of  the  great  U.S.  telecommunications  mogul  David 
Sarnoff;  but  not  everyone  knows  the  young  Samoff  was  once  a  mere  wireless 
operator  in  New  York  City.  It  is  harder  to  imagine  a  lower  position  in  the 
corporate  structure  than  that. 

Yet,  Samoff  worked  hard,  and  grasped  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  one 
night  in  1912,  when  he  detected  the  world's  first  SOS  message,  from  the 
sinking  British  liner  Titanic.  Samoff  thus  became  part  of  one  of  the  biggest 
news  stories  of  the  20th  century,  and  his  spectacular  rise  in  the  industry 
began.  Many  cases  like  Sarnoff  s  could  be  cited,  including  that  of  actor 
Charlie  Chaplin,  whose  career  started  with  tiny  roles  in  theaters. 

Another  benefit  of  jobs  for  teenagers  is  that  they  teach  teamwork.  One  of  the 
most  important  lessons  one  can  leam  on  the  job  is  how  to  perform  as  part  of 
a  team.  That  particular  ability  will  be  needed  throughout  one's  career.  The 
earlier  one  acquires  it,  the  better,  whether  one  leams  it  in  a  department 
store,  on  a  fishing  boat,  or  behind  a  lunch  counter. 

When  a  job  is  reasonably  safe  and  simple,  then,  a  teenager  can  do  it  and 
should  be  allowed  to  do  so,  no  matter  how  humble  the  task.  At  the  very  least 
it  is  honest  work;  and  it  might  lead  to  something  much  better. 
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024.  Someone  you  know  plans  to  move  to  your  community.  What  do 
you  think  that  person  would  find  pleasant  or  unpleasant  about 
your  community?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 


Sample 


Seoul,  my  home,  has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages  as  a  place  to  live  and 
work,  but  life  here  is  generally  agreeable.  Drawbacks  to  life  in  Seoul  are  few. 
and  their  effects  can  be  minimized  by  careful  planning.  At  the  same  time, 
Seoul's  strengths  are  so  numerous  that  they  outweigh  the  disadvantages  by 
far. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  single  drawback  to  life  in  Seoul  is  overcrowding.  Seoul  is 
one  of  the  world's  12  largest  cities  and  has  a  very  high  population  density.  As 
a  result,  one  must  cope  with  crowds  and  traffic  jams  on  a  daily  basis. 
Crowding  and  heavy  traffic  are  simply  realities  of  life  in  Seoul,  however,  and 
anyone  who  lives  here  must  leam  to  tolerate  them. 

On  the  positive  side,  Seoul  is  much  safer  than  major  American  cities  such  as 
New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Washington,  D.C.  In  the  neighborhood  where  I  live, 
one  can  walk  outdoors  at  a  late  hour  with  no  fear  of  assault  or  robbery.  I 
have  actually  had  misplaced  or  overpaid  money  returned  to  me  by  strangers. 
Violent  crime  is  extremely  rare.  So  is  vandalism.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  such 
an  atmosphere  of  safety  and  honesty  in  a  U.S.  city. 

Almost  anything  one  might  need  or  wish  is  available  in  Seoul,  in  many  cases 
at  a  modest  price.  If  you  cannot  find  something  in  Seoul,  then  you  probably 
do  not  need  it  People  are  usually  polite.  Public  transportation  is  inexpensive 
and  reliable.  The  city's  cultural  opportunities  are  excellent  In  short  if  work 
requires  you  to  live  in  a  very  large  city,  then  Seoul  is  probably  the  best  place 
to  be.  That  is  why  I  recommend  it  to  anyone  who  is  considering  moving  here. 


166   Lingua  Forum 


Type 


Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 


036.  Look  at  the  list  of  the  following  kinds  of  transportation: 
airplanes,  automobiles,  or  bicycles.  Pick  one  of  those  vehicles 
and  describe  how  you  think  it  has  changed  our  lives.  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


it  i^  it  it  it 


Sample 


In  terms  of  its  impact  on  society,  the  automobile  is  much  more  important 
than  the  bicycle  or  airplane.  The  bicycle  made  individual  transportation 
economical  over  short  distances,  and  the  airplane  made  it  possible  to  carry 
heavy  loads  quickly  over  long  distances.  For  intermediate  loads  and  distances 
-  one  to  four  people,  over  perhaps  five  to  100  km  -  the  automobile  was  most 
effective,  however,  and  thus  had  the  most  profound  effect  on  society. 

The  automobile  played  a  vital  role,  for  example,  in  the  post-World  War  II 
development  of  the  United  States.  The  arrival  of  the  "car  culture"  gave 
Americans  unprecedented  mobility  and  allowed  them  to  travel  and  settle 
almost  anywhere  suitable  terrain  could  be  found.  No  longer  were  they 
confined  to  cities.  As  soon  as  autos  became  widely  available,  and  adequate 
highways  were  constructed  for  them,  satellite  cities,  or  "suburbs,"  began 
appearing  around  every  city.  Homeowners  began  to  call  themselves 
"suburbanites. " 

Meanwhile,  entire  new  industries  arose  to  serve  a  society  on  wheels.  One 
such  industry  was  the  "motel,"  a  roadside  hotel  for  travelers  by  car.  From 
humble  beginnings,  motels  grew  in  size  and  sophistication  until  they  became 
almost  small  cities  themseives.  The  distinctive  orange  roof  of  one  motel  chain 
became  a  familiar  sight  throughout  the  country.  Motels  in  turn  attracted 
other  businesses  and  served  as  nuclei,  so  to  speak,  for  new  communities. 
None  of  these  developments  would  have  occurred  without  automobiles. 

In  short,  the  automobile  created  new  industries,  altered  American 
demographics,  and  changed  the  character  of  the  country  permanently,  in 
ways  that  would  have  been  impossible  for  any  other  form  of  transportation. 
In  many  ways,  the  emergence  of  the  "car  culture,"  not  airline  travel,  was  the 
single  most  significant  development  in  U.S.  society  during  the  20th  century. 
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042.  A  successful  person  in  our  modern  world  needs  many  skills. 
Which  skill  do  you  think  is  most  important  to  success?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Various  jobs  may  require  specialized  skills  such  as  proficiency  in 
mathematics  or  business  administration.  The  single  most  valuable  skill  an 
individual  can  possess,  however,  is  probably  the  ability  to  avoid  and  resolve 
conflict. 

This  is  because  conflict  is  trie  last  thing  an  organization  needs  within  its 
ranks.  No  organization  succeeds  when  its  members  are  at  odds  with  one 
another.  That  is  why  a  "smooth."  or  conflict-averse,  personality  is  worth  far 
more,  in  many  situations,  than  impressive  academic  training  or  technical 
ability.  In  short,  "people  skills"  are  much  more  valuable  in  the  long  run  than 
intellectual  or  technical  skills. 

To  illustrate,  we  all  have  seen  individuals  with  irritating  personalities  or  a 
ruthless,  cruel  style  of  management.  Such  individuals  may  be  successful  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  they  rarely  rise  high  in  rank,  because  no  one  likes, 
respects,  or  trusts  them.  Such  an  individual  can  actually  destroy  an 
organization  by  driving  away  its  most  capable  members. 

In  short,  an  organization  -  a  company,  an  office,  or  whatever  -  runs  on 
harmony  and  mutual  trust.  A  manager  with  good  "people  skills"  is  essential 
to  its  operation.  The  ability  to  keep  everyone  working  together  smoothly,  by 
avoiding  conflict  and  by  resolving  it  if  and  when  it  occurs,  is  what  counts 
most  It  is  the  most  important  skill  of  all.  Those  who  master  it  have  acquired 
the  single  greatest  asset  to  one's  career. 
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043.  Some  people  enjoy  dangerous  activities  such  as  hazardous 
sports.  Why  do  you  think  those  people  like  such  activities?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Hazardous  sports  may  involve  jumping  from  high  platforms,  driving 
automobiles  at  extreme  speeds,  wrestling  wild  animals,  or  bodily  assault. 
One  apparently  has  nothing  to  gain  from  such  sports,  and  much  to  lose,  up 
to  and  including  one's  life.  Why,  then,  are  so  many  people  attracted  so 
powerfully  to  sports  of  this  kind?  There  are  various  reasons,  notably  the  need 
for  excitement  and  a  release  from  boredom. 

Undoubtedly,  much  of  modem  life  is  boring.  One  goes  to  the  office,  works  for 
eight  hours,  then  comes  home,  has  dinner,  and  goes  to  bed  shortly 
afterward.  Each  day's  activity  follows  this  same  pattern.  Unless  one's  work  is 
extremely  absorbing,  the  result  is  boredom.  Some  people  can  adjust  to  such 
a  lifestyle,  and  even  prefer  it.  Other  people,  however,  crave  greater 
excitement.  They  need  stimulation  to  counteract  a  boring  routine.  The  more 
boring  their  lives,  the  more  they  need  excitement.  Dangerous  sports  satisfy 
that  need. 

By  contrast,  risking  life  and  limb  gives  one  a  thrill.  Some  individuals  may 
devote  their  lives  to  seeking  such  moments.  Danger  delights  them.  They 
obtain  a  high  from  it.  The  high  may  be  addictive.  Then  the  thrill-seeker 
indulges  in  perilous  sports  on  a  regular  basis,  regardless  of  risk.  Is  this  desire 
pathological?  Perhaps  it  is.  It  is  also  understandable,  however,  given  the  over- 
regulated,  confining  character  of  many  people's  lives. 

In  men.  another  urge  is  the  desire  to  prove  one's  "manhood"'  by  engaging  in 
some  dangerous  activity.  A  man  may  think  he  is  a  "real  man"  only  if  he 
confronts  danger  and  overcomes  it.  This  is  not  exactly  rational  behavior,  but 
it  satisfies  inner  needs  born  of  a  curious  but  widespread  interpretation  of 
"masculinity,"  as  well  as  the  craving  for  excitement.  From  these  motives, 
there  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  what  certain  individuals  will  do  for  "recreation." 
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046.  What  qualities  do  you  think  one  needs  to  be  a  good  daughter  or 
son?  Do  you  think  those  qualities  are  different  now  in  your 
society  than  they  used  to  be,  or  are  they  still  the  same  as 
always?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


One  hears  much  about  the  qualities  needed  for  parenthood,  but  much  less 
about  the  demands  of  being  a  son  or  daughter.  Being  a  son  or  daughter  can 
be  difficult,  because  one  is  growing  up,  changing  rapidly,  and  meanwhile 
dealing  with  parents  who  may  or  may  not  be  well-qualified  to  raise  children. 
Even  in  the  best- adjusted  households,  there  is  tremendous  potential  for 
miscommunication  and  misunderstanding  between  parents  and  their 
children.  It  helps,  however,  if  children  bear  a  few  things  in  mind. 

First,  patience  is  important.  Practically  nothing  yields  instant  results. 
Everything  takes  time.  This  rule  applies  especially  to  parent-child 
relationships.  When  coping  with  a  difficult  situation  at  home,  try  to  keep  your 
temper  and  wait  for  problems  to  be  resolved. 

Second,  recognize  your  parents'  authority.  It  is  their  home,  after  all,  and  they 
make  the  rules.  Make  an  effort  to  follow  those  rules,  even  if  they  seem 
restrictive  and  pointless  at  times.  There  usually  is  some  reason  for  them. 

Third,  understand  the  need  for  compromise.  When  you  and  your  parents 
disagree  about  something,  try  to  find  some  middle  ground.  Here,  it  helps  to 
consider  issues  from  your  parents'  viewpoint  as  well  as  your  own. 
Understanding  the  parents'  perspective  whenever  possible  is  a  useful  tool  for 
children. 

Finally,  make  harmony  at  home  a  priority.  No  one  benefits  from  conflict  in  a 
household.  To  make  a  home  harmonious,  children  may  have  to  say  "yes" 
when  they  really  want  to  say  "no,"  and  do  things  they  find  disagreeable  or 
boring.  The  result  however,  will  be  a  happier  and  more  functional  home  than 
one  where  parents  and  children  are  constantly  at  odds. 
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048.  People  work  because  they  must  make  money  to  live.  That  is  one 
reason  why  people  work.  What  other  reasons  do  people  have  for 
working?  Discuss  at  least  one  of  those  reasons.  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Beyond  making  a  living,  there  are  countless  reasons  why  people  work. 
Someone  may  work  very  hard  at  something  from  a  desire  for  immortality.  The 
person  wants  to  do  something  for  which  he  or  she  will  be  remembered  long 
after  death.  In  other  words,  the  person  wants  a  monument.  Monuments 
represent  a  longing  to  be  remembered  and  admired  even  after  one  is  gone. 
Toward  this  goal,  a  person  may  work  long  and  hard,  and  spend  large 
amounts  of  money. 

A  more  subtle  expression  of  this  same  impulse  is  philanthropy.  A  wealthy 
person  may  donate  millions  of  dollars  for  a  library,  a  university  building,  or 
whatever,  on  the  understanding  that  the  building  will  be  named  after  the 
donor.  This  kind  of  "good  work"  serves  two  purposes.  It  contributes  to  public 
welfare  and  immortalizes  the  donor  at  the  same  time. 

Here  is  a  hypothetical  example.  Multi-millionaire  William  Jones  (fictitious 
name)  donates  a  million  dollars  to  build  a  new  municipal  library  in  his 
hometown.  The  result  is  the  William  Jones  Memorial  library.  Generations 
grow  up  using  the  library,  from  childhood  through  adulthood,  and  cherish 
warm  feelings  toward  William  Jones,  long  after  his  death,  for  his  generosity 
and  philanthropy.  Mr.  Jones  gets  his  wish,  and  the  community  gets  a 
valuable  facility. 

More  selfless  individuals  may  work  with  no  expectation  of  acknowledgement 
or  reward.  Such  dedication  is  rare,  but  it  occurs.  Many  other  examples  are 
possible.  An  artist  may  work  hard  at  his  art  for  its  own  sake.  A  singer  may 
practice  singing  because  she  loves  to  sing.  In  short,  money  is  not  the  sole 
motive  for  hard  work.  Love  and  a  desire  for  immortality  may  be  equally 
strong. 
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052.  How  would  you  change  your  hometown  to  make  it  more 
attractive  to  people  of  your  own  age?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 
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Probably,  the  best  thing  a  town  can  do  to  make  itself  more  desirable  as  a 
place  to  live  is  to  make  sure  it  has  the  best  possible  environment  for  raising 
families.  This  is  because  a  community  exists,  in  large  part,  to  nurture  future 
generations  of  young  men  and  women. 

Schools,  for  example,  do  much  to  determine  how  suitable  or  unsuitable  a 
community  is  for  raising  a  family.  A  city  with  good  schools  -  adequately 
funded,  maintained,  and  staffed,  offering  a  wide  range  of  studies  in  a 
reasonably  safe  and  secure  setting  -  has  a  tremendous  advantage  over 
another  city  that  has  mediocre  or  low-quality  schools.  A  city  with 
substandard  schools,  on  the  other  hand,  is  more  likely  to  produce  an  ill- 
educated  generation,  illiterate,  innumerate,  and  effectively  unemployable. 

Providing  a  good  environment  for  raising  families  costs  money,  of  course,  and 
not  all  towns  and  cities  are  willing  to  spend  it.  This  is  a  situation  where  one 
gets  what  one  pays  for,  and  must  pay  for  what  one  gets.  Decent  schools  do 
not  simply  spring  out  of  the  ground,  like  grass.  They  must  be  funded. 

This  is  why  residents  of  a  community  should  watch  its  budget  and  spending 
priorities  carefully.  Is  local  policy  purely  short-range  in  character,  with  no 
concern  for  educating  the  rising  generation,  or  does  the  community 
emphasize  creating  and  maintaining  a  protective,  nurturing  environment  for 
its  young?  The  answer  to  this  question  determines  both  the  community's 
present  and  future  desirability  as  a  place  to  live  and  work. 
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062.  Would  you  prefer  a  friend  who  is  dependable,  someone  who  is 
very  intelligent,  or  someone  with  a  good  sense  of  humor?  Which 
of  these  qualities,  in  your  opinion,  is  most  important  in  a  friend? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 
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We  live  in  a  society  where  everyone  depends  on  everyone  else  to  one  extent  or 
another.  That  means  reliability  is  important.  When  you  rely  on  someone  to  do 
a  job,  or  to  keep  an  appointment,  or  just  to  be  nearby  if  needed, 
dependability  is  more  important  than  high  intelligence  or  humor.  Here  is 
why. 


First,  intelligence  can  be  overrated.  We  often  treat  it  as  a  virtue  in  itself,  when 
in  fact  it  is  not.  It  is  a  valuable  tool,  but  hardly  a  virtue.  A  very  intelligent 
person  can  also  be  unreliable,  dishonest,  and  even  treacherous.  History  is 
full  of  highly  intelligent  men  and  women  who  were  also  crooked  and 
untrustworthy  in  their  behavior.  Would  you  feel  comfortable  having  such  a 
person  as  a  "friend,"  however  intelligent  he  or  she  might  be?  Most  likely,  you 
would  not. 

Second,  a  sense  of  humor  has  its  limitations  too.  It  can  make  a  person 
pleasant  company.  Humor  also  can  be  vicious  and  destructive,  however,  and 
can  destroy  friendships  as  easily  as  it  creates  them.  We  have  all  known 
friendships  that  ended  when  someone  told  a  cruel  joke.  A  sense  of  humor  is 
therefore  not  always  a  desirable  trait. 


Finally,  a  very  intelligent  or  humorous  person  may  not  be  there  if  and  when 
needed.  If  you  were  in  trouble  or  very  unhappy,  and  needed  help,  to  whom 
would  you  turn  first:  a  highly  intelligent  friend,  a  very  witty  friend,  or  a 
reliable  friend?  The  reliable  friend  would  probably  be  the  best  choice.  That  is 
why  reliability,  not  keen  intelligence  or  sharp  wit,  is  the  most  valuable  trait  in 
a  friend. 
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068.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  teachers  to  assign  homework  for 
students  every  day?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 
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Sample 


Homework  is  an  important  part  of  learning.  It  reinforces  the  lessons  and 
principles  taught  in  class.  After  learning  something  in  class  during  the  day,  it 
is  important  to  spend  at  least  a  few  minutes  at  home  practicing  what  was 
learned.  Even  if  it  lasts  only  a  few  minutes,  this  homework  is  essential, 
because  it  reinforces  and  strengthens  the  learning  received  in  class.  The 
more  reinforcement  one  gets,  the  better  the  lesson  is  learned.  This  is  why 
daily  homework  is  necessary  for  students. 

Here  is  one  reason  why  daily  homework  matters  so  much.  Most  learning  is 
rote  learning.  You  have  to  repeat  something  over  and  over  until  you  know  it 
by  heart.  This  work  is  not  enjoyable,  but  it  is  necessary.  Frequent  repetition 
drives  the  lesson  home,  so  to  speak.  Soon,  one  knows  the  lesson  as  well  as 
one  knows  one's  own  name.  Then,  daily  homework  has  done  its  job.  It  has 
taught  the  lesson  permanently.  Also,  daily  homework  assignments  remind 
students  that  learning  is  not  confined  to  classrooms.  It  occurs,  and  should 
occur,  everywhere. 

Of  course,  homework  assignments  need  not  be  lengthy.  A  short  assignment 
every  night  is  probably  better  than  one  long  assignment  every  week. 
Frequency  is  more  important  than  length.  Repeat  something  often,  and 
students  will  remember.  Present  it  only  once,  and  they  probably  will  forget. 
That  is  why  daily  homework  assignments,  even  if  they  last  only  a  few 
minutes  per  night,  are  necessary  for  students. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

080.  Which  custom  from  your  country  do  you  think  people  in  other 
countries  should  adopt?  Select  a  custom,  and  use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


ftixitft-ft 


It  is  hard  to  apply  one  country's  customs  to  another.  People  in  Malaysia,  for 
example,  think  it  is  polite  to  sit  with  one's  legs  folded  a  certain  way.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  Korean  probably  would  see  no  advantage  in  pointing  one's  legs 
a  particular  way.  Korean  eating  customs,  however,  do  have  many  benefits, 
and  I  think  other  countries  would  do  well  to  adopt  them. 

First,  Koreans  eat  lots  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables.  This  kind  of  diet  is 
healthy.  Koreans  also  eat  much  less  red  meat  than  Westerners  do.  A  diet 
relatively  low  in  meat  cuts  fat  intake  and  makes  a  person  feel  better.  Portion 
sizes  in  Korea  tend  to  be  small,  so  one  eats  less  at  a  single  sitting.  Small 
portions  discourage  overeating  -  another  benefit  to  health. 

Second,  Korean  food  is  commonly  cut  into  small  pieces  before  or  during 
cooking.  Small  pieces  of  food  are  easier  to  eat  and  digest  than  big  chunks  of 
food.  Even  Korean  eating  utensils,  I  believe,  are  superior.  They  can  be  used 
easily  at  meals  and  cleaned  easily  after  meals. 

Third,  even  the  Korean  pattern  of  eating  is  appealing.  Koreans  eat  a  little  bit 
of  one  dish  at  meals,  then  sample  another,  and  another.  This  pattern  makes 
meals  calm  and  relaxing.  People  in  the  West,  by  contrast,  tend  to  eat 
everything  fast. 

In  conclusion,  western  foods  and  eating  habits  dominate  much  of  the  world, 
but  I  think  it  is  time  for  a  change.  People  would  feel  better  and  enjoy  better 
health  if  they  adopted  more  Korean  eating  customs. 
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085.  Someone  from  another  country  has  only  a  single  day  to  visit 
your  country.  Where  do  you  recommend  the  visitor  should  go 
for  that  day,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


A  one-day  visitor  to  Korea  might  do  well  to  spend  that  day  exploring  the  area 
around  Sejongno  and  Jonggak  in  Seoul.  Everything  that  is  admirable, 
colorful,  and  notable  about  Korea  is  represented  in  that  little  part  of  the  city. 

For  example,  at  the  north  end  of  Sejongno  stands  Kyongbok  Palace.  It  is 
perhaps  the  most  magnificent  monument  to  Korea's  history.  Next,  walk  past 
the  great  gate  at  Kwanghwamun,  cross  the  street,  and  walk  down  Sejongno. 
On  the  right  stands  the  mighty  Sejong  Cultural  Center,  named  for  Korea's 
greatest  king.  Just  ahead  is  the  monument  to  Admiral  Yi,  Korea's  greatest 
military  hero.  This  is  one  of  the  most  historic  streets  in  the  world. 

Now  take  a  left  and  walk  toward  crowded  Jonggak.  Suddenly,  you  pass  from 
historic  Korea  to  modem,  high-tech  Korea.  Internet  rooms,  electronics  stores, 
and  countless  other  businesses  show  the  visitor  that  Korea  and  its 
technology  are  leading  the  world  into  the  21st  century.  Lest  the  visitor  think 
Korea  is  entirely  an  electronic  society,  he  or  she  should  spend  a  few  minutes 
in  one  or  more  of  Jonggak's  superb  bookstores.  Those  huge,  crowded 
bookstores  are  proof  that  Korea  is  probably  the  most  literate  country  on 
earth.  Korean  cuisine  is  well-represented  in  Jonggak  too.  Restaurants  there 
are  good  places  to  sample  the  low-fat,  healthful  cooking  that  makes  Korean 
food  a  fine  alternative  to  the  high-fat  Western  diet 

Of  course,  Korea  also  has  beautiful  mountains  and  beaches;  but  for  one-day 
visitors,  Sejongno  and  Jonggak  together  pack  the  best  of  Korea  into  a  few 
hectares  of  land. 
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087.  There  have  been  many  discoveries  in  the  past  100  years.  In  your 
opinion,  which  discovery  has  done  the  most  to  help  your 
country?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Many  inventions  have  helped  Korea  greatly  in  the  past  100  years.  The 
telephone  has  improved  communications.  The  automobile  has  given  Korea  a 
fine  transportation  network.  Airplanes  have  helped  to  make  Korea  a 
transportation  hub  of  Asia.  Perhaps  the  most  important  single  invention, 
however,  is  the  transistor.  In  countless  ways,  the  transistor  has  helped  to 
transform  Korea  into  one  of  the  world's  most  advanced  and  successful 
nations.  Here  are  a  few  examples. 

First,  Korea  was  able  to  specialize  in  transistor  (that  is,  "chip")  manufacture 
and  become  a  world  leader  in  that  field.  A  country  need  not  be  large  to 
succeed  in  chip-making.  Though  relatively  small,  Korea  was  able  to  compete 
successfully  even  with  the  United  States.  Also,  chips  can  be  produced  in  a 
reasonably  small  area,  from  simple  materials,  without  vast  investments  in 
infrastructure.  Korea  had  the  skilled,  well-educated  work  force  required  to 
make  chips.  Chip  manufacture  is  certainly  not  easy,  but  for  Korea  it  was  an 
excellent  choice. 

Second,  Korea  is  a  forward-looking  country.  It  knows  its  future  lies  in 
information  technology  (IT).  In  Korea,  there  was  therefore  a  strong  incentive 
to  invest  in  chips  and  in  IT  in  general.  This  investment  paid  off  beautifully. 
Korea  is  now  leading  the  world  into  a  new  IT  era. 

In  short,  Korea  and  the  transistor  were  made  for  each  other,  in  a  sense.  Now 
the  average  First  World  consumer  owns  billions  of  transistors  in  computers 
and  other  appliances.  Much  of  the  credit  for  this  situation  should  go  to 
Koreans,  who  helped  make  the  transistor  one  of  the  most  important 
inventions  of  the  last  100  years. 
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093.  Students  at  many  schools  and  universities  must  live  with 


at  many  schools  and  universities  must  live  with 
roommates.  Which  qualities  do  you  think  a  good  roommate 
should  have?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer 
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Sample 


When  two  people  share  a  room  for  almost  a  year,  it  is  important  that  they 
have  several  qualities.  One  of  those  qualities  is  toleration.  The  other  person 
probably  will  have  habits  and  tastes  that  are  different  from  yours.  Respect  for 
his  or  her  habits  and  tastes  is  essential.  If  one  roommate  hates  loud  music, 
for  example,  the  other  roommate  should  respect  that  attitude  and  listen  to 
loud  music  only  on  headphones.  Respect  for  the  other  person's  property  is 
important  too.  Before  borrowing  something,  one  roommate  should  at  least 
ask  the  other's  permission. 

Another  important  quality  is  willingness  to  compromise.  If  one  roommate 
wants  to  entertain  friends  in  the  room  for  a  couple  of  hours,  then  the  other 
roommate  should  be  willing  to  go  somewhere  else  for  a  while,  as  long  as  some 
arrangement  is  made  beforehand.  In  matters  of  decoration,  compromise  also 
may  be  vital.  One  roommate  may  put  up  a  poster  that  the  other  roommate 
considers  in  very  bad  taste.  The  best  plan  in  that  case  is  probably  to  tolerate 
the  poster.  Its  owner,  after  all,  is  entitled  to  decorate  his  or  her  half  of  the 
room  as  desired,  within  reasonable  limits. 

Sometimes,  one  roommate  or  the  other  has  unreasonable  habits  or  attitudes 
and  will  not  alter  them.  Almost  all  of  us  have  known  people  who  were 
impossible  to  live  with.  They  were  hostile,  or  drank  too  much,  or  stole.  There 
is  no  way  to  live  comfortably  with  such  people.  The  best  plan  is  to  practice 
toleration,  compromise,  and  respect  for  others,  and  try  to  find  a  roommate 
who  behaves  the  same  way. 
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103.  What  is  the  quality  (intelligence,  honesty,  etc.)  that  you  consider 
most  important  to  making  a  person  a  success  in  life?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer.  You  may 
choose  qualities  other  than  those  mentioned  in  the  prompt. 


Sample 


Perhaps  the  most  valuable  characteristic  a  person  can  have  is  the  ability  to 
evaluate  a  person's  personality  and  performance  after  brief  acquaintance. 
Some  people  have  this  ability,  and  it  serves  them  well.  Here  are  two 
hypothetical  cases  to  illustrate. 

Employee  A  was  taught  at  an  early  age  that  he  was  a  specially  privileged 
individual.  He  was  not  held  to  high  standards.  In  short,  he  was  spoiled.  At 
first  glance,  he  may  look  acceptable  as  an  employee  -  well  dressed,  friendly, 
and  polite.  His  behavior,  however,  tells  a  close  observer  that  he  has  serious 
problems.  He  prefers  to  avoid  accepting  responsibility  when  it  is  delegated  to 
him,  and  he  tries  to  shift  the  blame  for  his  own  poor  performance  onto 
others.  A  supervisor  who  can  detect  this  mans  shortcomings  early,  before  he 
has  an  opportunity  to  cause  serious  trouble,  will  save  the  organization  much 
difficulty. 

By  contrast,  everything  about  Employee  B  says  that  this  person  is  a  model 
employee:  efficient,  hard-working,  and  responsible.  The  perceptive  supervisor 
can  see  that  this  person  has  a  much  better  attitude  toward  work,  and  toward 
life  in  general,  than  Employee  A  who  elevated  irresponsibility  almost  to  the 
status  of  an  art. 

The  earlier  these  evaluations  can  be  made,  and  corrections  made  as  needed, 
the  better  the  organization  will  operate.  That  is  why  a  person  with  the  ability 
to  gauge  an  employee's  character  and  performance  accurately,  from  the  very 
start,  has  an  extremely  valuable  skill.  Therefore,  a  reasonably  accurate 
impression  of  a  new  or  would-be  employee  is  one  of  the  most  important  items 
of  information  a  company  or  office  can  have. 
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130.  Some  young  children  spend  much  time  playing  sports.  What  are 
the  positive  and  negative  aspects  of  this  practice?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 
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Sample 


Many  children  spend  so  much  time  practicing  sports  that  there  is  little  time 
for  anything  else  in  their  lives.  More  often  than  not,  such  children  are  praised 
for  their  athleticism,  because  society  values  it  highly  and  reserves  great 
honors  for  the  best  athletes.  This  situation  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
athleticism  is  a  bad  thing.  If  a  child  has  notable  athletic  ability,  then  it  is  only 
fair  to  let  him  or  her  develop  it.  When  athletic  practice  consumes  almost  all  of 
a  child's  day,  however,  it  is  time  for  a  change. 

First,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  a  healthy,  strong  body  is  not  one's 
only  asset.  Other  traits  such  as  emotional  maturity  must  be  cultivated  as 
well.  Although  sports  are  frequently  praised  for  "building  character,"  there  is 
a  limit  to  what  they  can  do  in  this  respect.  Unless  the  young  athlete  receives 
careful  guidance  in  behavior  and  social  relationships,  he  or  she  may  grow  up 
to  be  an  unbalanced  personality,  strong  on  sports  but  immature  in  other 
ways. 

Then  there  is  the  matter  of  learning.  Some  schools  place  such  heavy 
emphasis  on  sports  that  a  youthful  athlete  may  graduate  with  a  degree  but 
remain  uneducated.  Greater  emphasis  on  academics,  and  less  on  athletics, 
would  have  served  the  student  better.  After  all,  strength  and  agility  diminish 
with  age,  but  a  useful  education  lasts  a  lifetime. 

In  short,  athletic  ability  is  important  and  praiseworthy,  but  so  are  many 
other  things.  That  is  why  the  child  who  spends  virtually  the  whole  day  on 
practicing  sports  is  overemphasizing  one  aspect  of  life  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  vital  pursuits. 
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139.  In  your  opinion,  which  room  in  a  house  is  the  most  important? 
Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  view. 
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Sample 


If  the  house  under  discussion  here  is  home  to  a  family,  then  the  most 
important  room  might  be  the  dining  room.  That  is  where  the  entire  family 
gathers  for  meals  and  conversation,  and  therefore  the  place  where 
information  is  most  likely  to  be  shared,  views  exchanged,  and  advice  given. 
That  is  why  the  dining  room  occupies  a  special  importance  in  a  home. 

The  dining  room  is  where  children  leam  from  their  parents  about  the  world 
and  life  in  general.  The  family  may  talk  about  news,  or  the  economy,  or 
whatever  else  bears  on  their  daily  lives.  Bonds  are  strengthened  here  among 
family  members,  and  conflicts  are  resolved.  (This  presumes,  of  course,  that 
the  family  is  reasonably  close-knit  and  committed  to  getting  along  with  one 
another  in  the  first  place.  If  that  presumption  is  invalid,  and  family  members 
are  constantly  at  odds  with  one  another,  instead,  the  dining  room  may  be  a 
source  of  conflict  and  division.) 

At  dinner,  children  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  their  concerns  with  their 
parents  and  seek  advice  on  how  to  cope  with  situations  outside  the  home.  If 
friction  occurs  between  siblings,  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  express 
their  differences  at  the  dinner  table  and  find  some  common  ground.  Dinner  is 
also  an  opportunity  to  coordinate  plans  and  activities  among  family 
members,  such  as  attendance  at  a  son's  baseball  game  or  a  daughter's  violin 
recital,  or  a  vacation  trip. 

Perhaps  most  important  of  all,  the  dining  room  is  a  place  to  relax  and  relieve 
tensions  after  a  stressful  day.  A  meal  is  good  for  relaxation,  because  the 
irritations  and  upsets  of  the  day  subside  at  dinnertime.  It  is  hard  to  remain 
agitated  or  furious  after  a  satisfying  dinner.  That  is  yet  another  reason  why 
the  dining  room,  in  many  houses,  ought  to  be  considered  the  most  important 
room  of  all. 
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142.  A  gift  (such  as  sports  equipment,  a  musical  instrument,  et 
cetera)  can  help  a  child  develop.  Which  gift  would  you  give  a 
child  to  help  him  or  her  develop?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons 
and  examples  to  support  your  view. 
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Sample 


Look  at  a  child's  surroundings,  and  one  has  a  certain  idea  how  the  child  will 
develop.  Of  many  influences  -  such  as  music,  video  culture,  and  books  -  I 
consider  books  the  most  important,  and  so  my  gifts  to  children  would  be 
books. 

Books  convey  the  gift  of  literacy,  which  carries  with  it  many  other  benefits  as 
well.  Learning  to  read  gives  a  child  access  to  a  world  of  ideas,  characters, 
situations,  and  adventures  denied  to  a  non-literate  individual.  Practically  any 
kind  of  reading  has  both  its  pleasures  and  its  profit.  Even  a  fondness  for 
comic  books  may  lead  a  child  eventually  to  Cervantes  or  Shakespeare. 

However,  literacy  does  more  for  a  child  than  provide  amusement.  The  process 
of  learning  to  read  also  aligns  the  mind,  so  to  speak,  in  a  certain  direction 
that  is  beneficial  to  the  individual  and  to  society  as  a  whole.  This,  as  U.S. 
academic  Barry  Sanders  once  pointed  out.  is  why  the  most  literate  societies 
are,  as  a  rule,  also  the  most  orderly,  peaceful,  and  civilized. 

In  short,  reading  involves  mental  discipline.  This  is  a  demanding  process. 
Mastering  it  conditions  the  mind  to  handle  other,  similarly  difficult  tasks  and 
to  accept  a  certain  order  and  discipline  as  a  condition  of  success.  The 
intellectual  order  and  discipline  required  for  literacy  translate  into  order  and 
discipline  on  the  social  level  as  well.  That  is  another  benefit  of  reading  and 
another  good  reason  to  give  books  to  a  child. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Q 

147.  Someone  has  given  your  school  a  large  amount  ot  money 

gift.  How  do  you  think  the  school  could  spend  the  money  best? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 
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Sample 


Presumably,  the  gift  involves  a  substantial  sum  of  money.  One  good  use  for  it 
would  be  to  provide  the  nucleus  of  a  scholarship  fund.  Such  a  fund  would 
yield  benefits  over  a  long  period.  Every  year,  scholarship  money  could  help 
one  or  more  promising  students  to  pursue  higher-level  studies.  Here  is  a 
hypothetical  example  to  illustrate. 


Imagine  a  student  has  shown  exceptional  talent  in  mathematics,  or  foreign 
languages,  or  some  other  field  of  study,  but  comes  from  a  family  of  modest 
income  and  cannot  quite  afford  the  tuition  for  college-  or  university-level 
studies.  A  scholarship  may  make  the  difference  between  attending  college  or 
remaining  without  a  college  degree.  Could  there  be  a  more  praiseworthy  use 
for  a  gift  of  money  than  to  help  college-bound  students  who  otherwise  could 
not  afford  a  college  education? 

Some  may  say  that  a  gift  of  money  should  not  be  used  to  benefit  only  a  single 
individual,  but  instead  should  be  spent  on  something  that  will  benefit  all 
students  equally,  such  as  textbooks  or  computers  for  the  classroom. 
According  to  this  argument,  using  the  money  for  a  single  student's  benefit  is 
unfair  discrimination.  The  best  response  to  this  argument  is  to  cite  the 
principle  of  concentration.  One  obtains  the  best  results  by  concentrating 
one's  resources  on  a  certain  promising  student.  That  would  not  constitute 
discrimination,  because  many  or  all  students  would  be  eligible  for  the 
scholarship,  even  if  only  one  student  could  actually  receive  it. 


A  scholarship,  then,  is  probably  the  best  application  of  the  money.  The  school 
already  has  a  budget  for  books,  computers,  and  other  such  needs.  A  large  gift 
of  money,  by  contrast,  represents  a  rare  opportunity  to  help  deserving 
students  and  should  be  used  to  establish  a  scholarship  for  that  purpose. 


TOEFL  Writing   183 


Type 


3 


Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

1 51.  Which  animal  in  your  country  is  most  important?  Why?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  ••## 


Sample 


The  most  important  animal  in  my  country  is  the  tiger,  the  symbol  of  Korea. 
The  tiger  is  important  because  it  is  a  majestic  animal  and  a  symbol  of 
strength  and  beauty.  Other  animals  may  be  more  abundant,  but  no  other 
animal  in  Korea  has  the  tiger's  dignity  and  prestige.  The  tiger  is  to  Korea 
what  the  eagle  is  to  the  United  States,  or  what  the  bulldog  is  to  England. 

The  tiger,  however,  is  more  than  just  a  national  symbol.  It  is  a  major 
character  in  folklore  as  well.  Korea  has  many  stories  about  tigers.  These 
stories  use  tigers  to  teach  important  lessons.  In  one  story,  a  tiger  tries  to  trick 
people  into  thinking  he  is  human,  but  fails.  The  moral  here  is:  be  what  you 
are,  not  what  you  dream  you  are. 

The  Korean  tiger  in  folklore  has  many  moods.  His  behavior  varies  greatly.  He 
can  be  calm  or  angry,  kind  or  hostile,  wise  or  careless.  We  may  find  him 
laughing,  or  weeping,  or  even  smoking  a  pipe.  He  is  marvelously  strong  and 
patient  One  story  tells  how  a  tiger  drags  a  man  who  is  hanging  on  to  his  tail. 
Yet  the  tiger  can  be  vulnerable  too.  In  one  story,  for  example,  a  little  puppy 
captures  three  tigers  with  only  a  rope  and  some  grease. 

In  short,  the  Korean  tiger  represents  the  Korean  people  and  nation.  The  tiger 
symbolizes  all  of  their  strengths  and  weaknesses.  He  stands  for  the  average 
Korean.  Thus  the  tiger  is  Korea's  most  important  animal.  That  is  why  you  see 
pictures  of  tigers  everywhere  in  Korea,  even  though  real  tigers  are  rare. 
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152.  Major  natural  resources  like  forests  and  fresh  water  are  being 
lost  in  many  countries.  Select  one  resource  that  is  being  lost 
and  explain  why  we  must  save  it.  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

•  **## 


Sample 


The  survival  of  wildlife  depends  on  preserving  breeding  grounds,  but  this 
concept  is  not  always  applied  to  wildlife  protection,  even  when  indeed  such 
protection  is  a  priority  at  all.  Nonetheless,  wild  animals  cannot  survive 
without  a  place  to  reproduce.  When  we  consider  how  to  protect  and  preserve 
wildlife,  we  must  think  of  preserving  not  only  the  habitats  of  grown  animals, 
but  also  the  environments  in  which  they  reproduce.  That  is  why  their 
breeding  grounds  must  be  protected. 

For  example,  American  salmon  make  lengthy  journeys  upstream  in  rivers  to 
spawn.  North  Atlantic  eels  may  migrate  for  spawning  between  the  open  ocean 
and  rivers  inland.  Some  wildfowl  make  journeys  of  thousands  of  kilometers 
to  reproduce.  Therefore,  preserving  the  habitats  of  adult  animals  is  only  one 
element  of  protecting  the  species  as  a  whole.  If  the  breeding  ground  is 
destroyed  or  compromised,  then  preserving  the  adults'  habitat  serves  no 
purpose.  Damming  a  stream  or  river  hundreds  of  kilometers  from  the  ocean 
may  condemn  a  marine  species  to  destruction.  Likewise,  cutting  a  forest  in 
one  part  of  the  continent  may  deprive  migratory  species  far  away  of  their 
breeding  area. 

Thus,  we  must  utilize  accurate  and  sufficient  information  about  breeding 
grounds  when  attempting  to  protect  a  given  species.  This  effort  may  require 
international  cooperation.  It  also  may  involve  vastly  different  bodies  of  law 
which  must  be  reconciled  if  breeding  grounds  are  to  be  protected. 

After  all,  protecting  wildlife  and  their  breeding  grounds  requires  teamwork  on 
the  part  of  everyone  from  marine  biologists  to  lawyers.  Sometimes  it  is 
difficult  to  evaluate  so  many  environments,  habitats,  and  variables  when 
formulating  wildlife  protection  measures.  Regardless,  such  effort  is  needed  to 
save  wild  animals  and  their  breeding  grounds. 
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154.  Some  countries  have  banned  smoking  in  public  places  and 
office  buildings.  What  is  your  point  of  view  regarding  that 
policy?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

***** 


Sample 


It  has  been  argued  that  laws  banning  smoking  in  public  places  (offices, 
theaters,  restaurants,  et  cetera)  represent  an  infringement  on  the  "rights"  of 
smokers  to  smoke  when  and  where  they  please.  The  "right"  to  smoke  is  thus 
equated  with  other  "rights"  such  as  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of 
religion.  Smokers  argue:  if  speech  and  worship  can  have  legal  protection, 
then  why  not  smoking  as  well?  This  is,  however,  simply  a  specious  analogy. 
There  is  a  persuasive  defense,  based  on  several  arguments,  for  statutory 
restrictions  on  smoking  in  public  places. 

Perhaps  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  anti-smoking  laws  is  that 
smoking  is  harmful  both  to  the  smoker  and  to  bystanders  who  breathe  the 
smoke  which  he  or  she  emits.  Although  one  reasonably  may  claim  the  right 
to  indulge  in  a  harmful  practice  when  alone,  one  may  not  claim  a  right  to 
inflict  harm  on  others  by  that  practice  in  public. 

If  smoking  harmed  only  the  smoker,  then  advocates  of  "smokers'  rights" 
might  have  a  solid  argument  against  anti-smoking  laws.  Diffusion  of  smoke 
through  the  air,  however,  makes  smoking  a  public  menace,  and  therefore 
subject  to  laws  governing  public  health,  so  that  anti-smoking  laws  are  both 
defensible  and  essential  to  the  public's  well-being. 

To  conclude,  the  conflict  between  individual  rights  and  the  public  welfare  is 
never  fully  resolved.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  decision  appears  easy.  A 
smoker's  "right"  to  smoke  should  be  guaranteed  only  when  it  does  not 
endanger  the  health  of  others.  For  that  reason  alone,  anti-smoking  laws  in 
public  places  are  both  defensible  and  necessary. 
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n  food  to 


155.  Plants  supply  us  with  many  important  things,  from  food  to 
medication.  Select  one  kind  of  plant  and  explain  why  it  is 
important  to  you  or  people  in  your  country.  Use  specific  reasons 
and  examples  to  explain  your  view. 


Sample 


Countless  plants  are  important  to  us  in  one  way  or  another.  Pears,  peppers, 
cashews,  lettuce,  cabbage,  onions,  eggplants,  celery,  parsley,  wheat,  rice, 
com,  oats,  mustard,  melons,  basil,  bay,  kiwi  fruit  -  the  list  of  important 
plants  would  fill  a  page,  not  even  counting  spice  plants  such  as  pepper  and 
coriander.  Perhaps  the  most  important  single  plant,  however,  is  the  humble 
soybean. 

The  soybean  is  hardly  spectacular.  Most  people  would  not  recognize  a 
soybean  plant  if  they  saw  one.  Yet,  the  soybean  is  highly  nutritious  and  rich 
in  protein,  and  can  be  converted  into  many  different  kinds  of  food.  Soybeans 
yield  a  tasty  and  protein-rich  "milk"  that  is  popular  in  many  parts  of  the 
world.  Soybean  curd,  known  as  tubu  or  tofu,  makes  an  excellent  substitute 
for  meat.  Soy  protein  can  be  extracted  from  the  soybean  plant,  converted  into 
a  dry  powder,  and  used  to  increase  the  protein  content  of  other  foods. 
"Soyburgers,"  part  meat  and  part  soy  protein,  are  already  widely  eaten. 

Much  of  the  world  grows  up  on  soy  products.  The  soybean  plant  is  one  of  the 
most  important  crops  in  the  world,  from  the  standpoint  of  both  economics 
and  nutrition.  Without  soybeans,  much  of  the  world's  population  would  face 
starvation,  or  at  least  serious  malnutrition.  In  some  respects,  soy  outranks 
even  bread  as  a  support  of  life. 

That  is  why  the  soybean  plant,  so  to  speak,  holds  up  much  of  the  world. 
Other  crops  may  taste  better  and  cost  more,  but  soy  keeps  us  going  as 
practically  nothing  else  can. 
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158.  Do  you  think  we  should  give  special  attention  to  the  opinions  of 
famous  people  such  as  athletes,  movie  stars,  and  musicians? 
Why,  or  why  not?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain 
your  opinion. 


Sample 


Anyone,  famous  or  not,  is  entitled  to  an  opinion.  If  a  celebrity  is  an 
acknowledged  expert  on  a  certain  subject,  such  as  football,  or  music,  or 
astronomy,  then  that  person  can  speak  about  it  with  authority.  Outside  that 
field,  however,  I  think  the  celebrity's  opinions  are  worth  no  more  than  anyone 
else's. 

If  a  famous  opera  singer  such  as  Luciano  Pavarotti  talks  about  opera,  his 
views  are  expert  opinions  and  should  be  taken  seriously.  A  distinguished 
chemist  such  as  Linus  Pauling  should  be  taken  seriously  when  he  speaks 
about  chemistry.  A  Broadway  star  such  as  Sarah  Brightman  should  be  taken 
seriously  when  she  talks  about  the  stage.  People  like  these  are  eminently 
qualified  to  give  opinions  within  their  areas  of  expertise. 

On  the  other  hand,  comments  by  non- experts  should  be  treated  with 
skepticism.  A  case  in  point  involves  the  opposition  of  various  celebrities  to 
nuclear  weapons  during  the  1980s.  The  celebrities  spoke  as  if  they  were 
authorities  on  nuclear  weapons  and  arms  control.  Yet,  when  a  reporter  asked 
some  of  them  if  they  could  define  expressions  such  as  "throw  weight."  the 
celebrities  were  at  a  loss.  They  showed  they  did  not  know  what  they  were 
talking  about,  and  thus  they  lost  credibility. 

To  conclude,  this  is  not  to  say  that  experts  are  always  right,  nor  that  non- 
experts are  always  wrong.  An  expert  may  overlook  something  very  important, 
whereas  a  non-expert  may  have  a  valuable  insight  into  a  problem.  When  a 
rock  star  starts  evaluating  prospects  for  space  travel  or  genetic  engineering, 
however,  one  should  remember  that  the  rock  star's  views  are  uninformed, 
and  therefore  dubious.  Celebrity  does  not  necessarily  mean  expertise  or 
authority. 
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159.  The  world  changed  greatly  in  the  20th  century.  What  do  you 
consider  one  important  change  that  occurred  in  the  20th 
century?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

••••* 


Sample 


Probably  the  single  most  important  development  of  the  20th  century  was  the 
tremendous  advance  in  information  processing.  In  the  1920s,  workers  were 
still  using  adding  machines  for  calculations.  A  "desktop"  was  still  a 
rectangular  piece  of  wood  or  glass. 


Within  a  single  human  lifetime,  however,  information  processing  technology 
changed  almost  beyond  recognition.  During  World  War  II,  engineers  were 
using  computers  the  size  of  entire  rooms  to  solve  mathematical  problems. 
Over  the  next  50  years,  those  same  monstrous  machines  were  reduced  in 
size  until  they  could  fit  atop  a  small  table.  At  the  same  time,  the  capabilities 
of  software  were  expanded  until  nearly  anyone  in  1995  could  perform 
sophisticated  data-processing  operations. 

This  computer  revolution  in  the  late  20th  century  had  countless  benefits, 
from  improved  quality  control  in  manufacturing  to  more  effective  health  care. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  the  explosive  growth  in  information  resources 
posed  many  troubling  questions.  Governments,  for  example,  could  use 
computers  to  control  individuals  -  and  society  as  a  whole  -  with 
unprecedented  effectiveness.  People  began  to  worry  about  "computer  files." 
They  feared  the  government  was  keeping  such  files  concerning  them. 


Would  computers  make  possible  tyrannies  even  more  oppressive  than 
Hitler's  Germany?  Hitler's  "data  systems,"  after  all,  amounted  to  little  more 
than  index  cards  and  old-fashioned  filing  cabinets.  What  might  a  Hitler  with 
supercomputers  do?  "Hitler  with  supercomputers"  would  have  been  a 
meaningless  concept  in  1900.  By  2000,  it  had  become  a  serious  and 
frightening  prospect.  Nothing  illustrates  more  clearly  the  swift  progress  in 
information  processing  during  the  20th  century. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

161 .  People  who  receive  special  gifts  remember  them  long  afterward. 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 


•  •••&-£ 


Sample 


A  gift  is  a  reminder  of  the  person  who  gave  it.  Even  a  small  gift  presented 
with  affection,  may  be  treasured  for  a  lifetime  in  remembrance  of  the  gift's 
donor.  Children  especially  recall  gifts  presented  to  them.  In  the  child's  mind, 
a  humble  stuffed  toy  may  have  tremendous  value  for  its  association  with  a 
beloved  relative.  The  loved  one  may  be  gone,  yet  remains  present,  in  a  sense, 
through  the  gift  he  or  she  presented. 

Also,  a  present  may  be  remembered  because  it  changed  the  direction  of  one's 
life.  The  gift  of  a  recording  may  introduce  the  recipient  to  an  entire  new  world 
of  music.  The  gift  of  a  book  may  open  a  new  universe  of  knowledge  to  the 
reader.  Such  a  present  may  have  an  influence  vastly  out  of  proportion  to  its 
size,  cost,  or  elegance.  A  future  Ph.D.  may  result  from  the  gift  of  a  book  to  a 
child.  One  never  knows. 

Moreover,  a  gift  may  be  remembered  as  empowerment.  A  set  of  tools,  or 
paints,  or  whatever  else,  presented  as  a  gift  to  a  child  may  provide  an 
unprecedented  power  of  creativity  and  self-expression.  Energy  that  otherwise 
might  be  directed  into  wasteful  or  even  anti-social  acts  is  instead  diverted, 
thanks  to  that  useful  gift,  into  something  productive.  One  should  never 
underestimate  the  influence  of  even  the  smallest  gift.  It  may  be  the  missing 
piece,  so  to  speak,  that  completes  an  unfinished  life. 

Finally,  many  individuals  are  remembered  for  the  gifts  they  presented. 
Philanthropists  such  as  Andrew  Carnegie  and  Charles  H.  Taylor  presented 
whole  libraries  to  communities  with  tremendous  benefits.  A  gift  can  uplift 
and  improve  a  whole  community  or  nation  as  well  as  an  individual;  and  its 
giver  will  benefit  as  much  as  the  recipient 
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162.  Do  you  think  some  famous  entertainers  and  athletes  deserve  to 
receive  millions  of  dollars  per  year  in  salaries?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  view. 


•  ••ft* 


Sample 


When  someone  criticizes  the  high  salaries  given  to  certain  entertainers  and 
athletes,  one  can  only  suspect  that  the  criticism  is  based  on  envy.  A  person 
making  only  a  modest  income  may  feel  jealous  of  a  highly-paid  TV  star  or 
newscaster  and  wish  to  see  that  celebrity's  income  "redistributed"  -  that  is, 
confiscated  and  handed  out  to  other,  lower-paid  persons.  This  principle  is 
often  described  as  "fair"  or  "progressive."  In  fact,  it  is  mere  robbery,  and 
unjustifiable.  If  a  celebrity  can  make  a  large  salary,  then  there  is  no  reason  to 
deprive  him  or  her  of  it. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  every  celebrity's  work  is  as  important  to  society  as,  for 
example,  that  of  a  surgeon  or  emergency  response  worker.  A  celebrity  may  be 
paid  huge  sums  for  a  task  that  has  very  little  intrinsic  utility,  such  as  smiling 
at  a  TV  camera  and  praising  a  product.  Viewed  in  that  light,  the  celebrity's 
earnings  may  seem  excessive. 

If  one  considers  the  celebrity  as  a  commodity,  however,  then  the  situation 
looks  different.  A  commodity  is  worth  whatever  a  free-market  system  decides 
it  is  worth.  If  the  commodity  is  a  handsome  actor  or  beautiful  actress,  and 
bidders  for  that  person's  services  are  willing  to  pay  $100,000  per  day,  then 
that  is  the  commodity's  value,  and  the  celebrity  receives  what  he  or  she  is 
worth  on  the  open  market.  From  the  free-market  perspective,  then,  a  high 
salary  is  justified  in  this  case. 

That  is  why  celebrities  should  be  permitted  high  salaries  if  society  chooses  to 
make  them  rich.  The  alternative  is  an  unjust  system  of  confiscation  based  on 
the  so-called  politics  of  envy. 
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1 63.  Is  literacy,  the  ability  to  read  and  write,  more  important  now  than 
it  used  to  be?  Why,  or  why  not?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


•  a*** 


Sample 


It  is  hard  to  imagine  any  trait  that  is  more  important  in  our  modem  world 
than  the  ability  to  read  and  write.  Society  requires  basic  literacy,  because  an 
information-based  society  and  economy  require  a  certain  facility  for  receiving 
and  transmitting  information.  That  is  why  the  ability  to  read  and  write  is 
essential  today. 

Up  to  the  early  20th  century,  an  illiterate  individual  might  find  suitable  work, 
and  enough  of  it,  to  survive.  As  late  as  1940,  many  tasks  involved  unskilled 
or  semi-skilled  labor  that  did  not  require  the  ability  to  read  and  write.  One 
could  be  a  good  carpenter,  for  example,  without  any  great  degree  of  literacy. 
An  unlettered  fisherman  or  farmer  could  succeed,  because  work  did  not 
require  the  transfer  of  large  amounts  of  information  in  printed  form. 

In  earlier  centuries,  literacy  was  even  less  important.  Society  then  functioned 
reasonably  well  with  only  a  few  literate  individuals.  Even  a  monarch  might  be 
illiterate,  yet  rule  successfully.  The  Emperor  Charlemagne,  for  one,  was 
largely  illiterate.  He  tried  to  acquire  literacy  as  an  adult  but  found  the 
challenge  too  great.  The  need  for  literacy  increased,  but  not  too  dramatically, 
for  centuries  afterward. 

Around  World  War  II,  however,  things  changed  quickly.  Almost  overnight, 
society  entered  the  so-called  new  industrial  era  and  information  era.  All 
manner  of  skilled  labor  was  needed,  in  fields  ranging  from  computer 
programming  to  aircraft  manufacture.  Such  labor  required  literate  workers. 
Strong  muscles  were  no  longer  enough.  One  also  had  to  be  able  to  read  and 
write  well. 

Now,  the  best  jobs  -  managerial,  professional,  technical,  and  so  forth  - 
require  advanced  literacy.  Without  it,  one  is  condemned  to  the  lowest  kinds 
of  employment,  if  one  can  find  a  job  at  all.  Therefore,  literacy  is  essential  for 
our  modem  life. 
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164.  There  are  many  different  ways  to  maintain  good  health.  What  do 
you  do  to  keep  yourself  healthy?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  view. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


Almost  everyone  has  particular  recommendations  for  staying  healthy.  Eat 
green  vegetables,  join  an  exercise  club,  keep  regular  hours:  these  are  just  a 
few  suggestions  that  one  is  likely  to  hear  from  friends  and  co-workers. 
Perhaps  the  two  most  valuable  advice,  however,  is  to  avoid  tobacco,  drugs, 
and  excessive  use  of  alcohol.  Keeping  those  tliree  influences  out  of  one's  life 
may  not  ensure  perfect  health,  but  at  least  will  spare  one  much  possible 
harm. 

First,  smoking  can  lead  to  emphysema,  lung  cancer,  heart  disease,  and  many 
other  illnesses.  A  tobacco  habit  is  also  a  form  of  drug  addiction.  It  creates  an 
artificial  dependency  on  a  substance,  namely  nicotine.  Other  kinds  of  drugs 
also  may  create  dependency  and  damage  one's  health.  Eliminating  them 
from  one's  life  removes  a  serious  threat  to  one's  well-being. 

Second,  heavy  consumption  of  alcohol  is  definitely  a  health  hazard.  Drinking 
to  excess  can  damage  almost  every  system  of  the  body,  shorten  one's 
lifespan,  and  impair  one's  performance  on  tasks  requiring  concentration.  In 
extreme  cases,  heavy  drinking  can  be  lethal.  Almost  everyone  has  known  a 
person,  or  at  least  been  told  about  a  person,  who  lost  his  or  her  life  to 
overuse  of  alcohol.  Self-destruction  by  alcohol  may  be  rapid  or  gradual;  but  it 
is  a  definite  hazard  for  anyone  who  drinks  to  get  drunk. 

These  three  recommendations  -  avoid  drugs,  drink  only  in  moderation  (or  not 
at  all),  and  do  not  smoke  -  are  of  course  only  part  of  the  recipe  for  a 
reasonably  healthy  life.  A  well-balanced  diet  low  in  fat  is  important  too. 
Likewise,  a  varied  diet  with  lots  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  is  more 
healthful.  Merely  keeping  tobacco,  drugs,  and  heavy  drinking  out  of  one's  life, 
however,  will  go  a  long  way  toward  eliminating  many  threats  to  one's  health. 
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165.  You  have  chosen  to  spend  several  hours  each  month  doing 
something  to  benefit  your  community.  What  is  one  thing  you 
would  do,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  view 


Sample 


Assisting  in  a  literacy  program  is  one  of  the  greatest  contributions  one  can 
make  to  a  community.  One  can  no  longer  rely  on  schools  to  impart  adequate 
literacy  to  children,  and  so  the  rest  of  the  community  must  take  up  the  slack, 
so  to  speak,  organizing  and  implementing  programs  to  teach  basic  reading 
and  writing  skills.  This  small  investment  of  time  and  effort  now  may  yield  rich 
benefits  later. 

For  example,  there  is  a  strong  positive  correlation  between  literacy  and 
prosperity.  As  a  rule,  a  literate  country  is  a  thriving  country.  Who  dominates 
the  world:  literate  societies  such  as  France,  Germany,  and  Japan,  or  largely 
illiterate  societies  like  the  poorer  nations  of  Africa?  The  answer  is  clear. 

Literacy  also  confers  tremendous  advantages  on  the  individual.  British 
essayist  George  Orwell,  in  a  memoir  of  the  Spanish  civil  war,  observed  that  a 
literate,  well-educated  prisoner  endures  captivity  much  better  than  an 
illiterate  prisoner,  because  a  literate  mind  is  filled  with  knowledge  that  will 
keep  the  intellect  active  during  imprisonment.  Very  few  of  us  will  ever  be 
imprisoned,  but  the  advantages  of  a  mind  honed  and  armed  by  literacy  are 
evident  nonetheless. 

To  sum  up,  teach  a  child  to  read,  and  the  child  has  entered  a  whole  new 
universe.  Moreover,  a  literate  child  may  grow  up  to  be  a  scholar  whose  works 
enlighten  the  world.  There  is  almost  no  end  to  the  potential  of  a  literate  mind. 
A  literacy  program,  then,  is  surely  worth  a  few  hours  of  one's  time  each  week. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 


766.  Adults  are  treated  differently  from  children.  Which  events,  such 
as  ceremonies  or  customs,  make  the  difference  between  a  child 
and  an  adult?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  view. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


There  are  many  ways  to  define  adulthood.  A  good  definition  of  adulthood,  I 
believe,  is  the  age  of  economic  independence,  when  a  person  starts  making  a 
living  and  supporting  himself  or  herself.  This  definition  has  some  practical 
advantages. 

First,  it  is  not  tied  to  any  arbitrary  scale  of  age.  Thus,  it  is  more  realistic  than 
saying  that  adulthood  begins  at  age  18  (or  whenever).  By  this  definition,  a 
very  independent  boy  might  become  a  man  at  age  15,  or  a  very  lazy  man 
might  remain  a  "boy"  until  age  30  or  beyond. 

Second,  the  "economic  independence"  definition  gives  children  an  incentive  to 
grow  up  quickly  and  behave  as  responsible  members  of  society.  It  tells 
children,  in  effect,  "You'll  be  considered  adults  when  you  deserve  to  be 
considered  adults." 

Of  course,  this  definition  has  drawbacks  too.  How  does  one  define  "economic 
independence"?  Does  it  mean  simply  having  a  job,  or  making  a  certain 
annual  income?  There  is  room  for  disagreement.  Nonetheless,  I  think  the 
best  definition  of  adulthood  is  some  measure  of  economic  independence  - 
that  is,  "standing  on  one's  own  two  feet." 
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168.  Why  do  you  think  many  students  choose  to  attend  schools 
universities  abroad,  outside  their  own  countries?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


Sample 


Studying  abroad  confers  certain  advantages  on  a  student.  Although  study  at 
a  school  in  another  country  does  not  always  yield  a  better  education  than 
attending  a  school  in  one's  homeland,  study  overseas  may  present 
opportunities  unavailable  in  one's  own  country.  Here  are  a  few  examples. 

First,  the  personal  and  professional  contacts  one  makes  at  school  may  prove 
to  be  much  more  valuable,  in  the  long  run,  than  the  information  one  learns 
in  class.  A  classmate  may  become  a  famous  writer,  or  a  powerful  politician, 
or  a  leading  business  executive.  Even  classmates  who  attain  relatively 
modest  success  can  be  valuable  contacts,  for  they  will  be  part  of  a  network  of 
school  alumni  that  one  may  consult  for  information,  advice,  and  even  jobs. 
The  most  profitable  part  of  studying  in  another  country,  then,  may  be 
forming  close  personal  relationships  with  some  of  its  future  leaders. 

Also,  some  branches  of  knowledge  are  best  studied  abroad.  Russian  language 
and  culture  are  best  studied  in  Russia.  U.S.  literature  and  history  are 
probably  best  learned  at  a  school  in  the  United  States.  British  prehistory  is 
best  studied  in  Britain.  For  total  immersion  in  Japanese  language  and 
culture,  the  only  place  to  study  is  Japan.  One's  sole  opportunity  for  some 
kinds  of  learning  is  to  study  in  another  country,  because  such  learning  is 
available  nowhere  else. 

There  is  also  simply  great  pleasure  in  studying  abroad.  Some  parts  of  the 
world  are  fascinating  and  beautiful,  and  it  is  a  privilege  to  live  and  attend 
school  there.  Studying  in  Paris  is  the  dream  of  many  students.  A  small  school 
in  rural  New  England,  in  the  northeastern  United  States,  may  be  the 
experience  of  a  lifetime.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  it  is  understandable 
that  study  in  another  country  appeals  to  countless  students. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Questio 

169.  People  listen  to  music  on  many  different  occasions  and  for 
many  different  reasons.  Why  do  you  think  music  is  important  in 
our  lives?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

***** 


Sample 


Music  is  important  because  it  can  create,  reinforce,  or  dispel  an  emotional 
mood.  A  sad  person  might  listen  to  something  cheerful  to  chase  away  gloom. 
An  agitated  person  might  prefer  to  put  a  relaxing  piece  of  music  on  the 
stereo.  Music  is,  in  short,  a  mood-altering  device.  Music  can  alter  moods  just 
as  effectively  as  a  tranquillizing  drug  or  other  chemical,  and  entails  fewer 
risks  to  one's  health. 

Music  is  also  useful  to  reinforce  ideas  or  habits  of  thought  This  is  why  so 
many  commercials  on  radio  and  television  use  musical  rhymes  and  other 
tunes  to  put  across  their  messages.  A  slogan  or  text  that  is  unremarkable  by 
itself  may  become  highly  memorable  when  set  to  music.  A  catchy  advertising 
jingle,  and  the  product  it  promotes,  may  remain  in  one's  mind  for  years  after 
a  single  hearing. 

In  similar  fashion,  many  national  anthems  have  undistinguished  lyrics,  but 
the  words  seem  uplifting,  or  at  least  less  banal,  when  they  are  sung. 
Examples  include  the  lyrics  to  the  United  States  anthem,  "The  Star-Spangled 
Banner."  Also,  would  anyone  remember  Rouget  de  Iisle's  "La  Marseillaise," 
had  it  not  become  France's  stirring  anthem?  Likewise,  the  fourth  movement 
of  Beethoven's  ninth  symphony  incorporates  a  bad  poem  (Schiller's  "Ode  to 
Joy")  but  has  made  that  poem  famous  by  setting  it  to  impressive  music. 

One  even  may  use  music  to  make  a  social  statement.  Playing  Bach  on  one's 
stereo,  for  instance,  delivers  a  certain  message  about  one's  tastes, 
personality,  and  preferences.  By  contrast  acid  rock,  country  music,  a  folk 
song,  or  Byzantine  chant  delivers  quite  a  different  message.  What  we  listen  to 
says  much  about  what  we  are  as  individuals;  and  just  as  we  use  music  to 
alter  the  state  of  our  own  minds,  we  can  use  music  also  to  sway  the  minds  of 
others,  by  inserting  messages  of  one  kind  or  another. 
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170.  Organizations  and  groups  play  an  important  part  in  many 
people's  lives.  Why  do  so  many  people  consider  groups  and 
organizations  important?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

***** 


Sample 


No  one  goes  through  life  completely  alone.  Our  lives  are,  almost  by  definition, 
group  activities.  Because  humans  are  social  animals,  practically  everyone 
has  at  least  a  few  group  associations,  which  may  confer  many  benefits  on  the 
individual. 

One  advantage  of  group  membership  is  increased  influence.  In  most  cases,  a 
group  or  organization  has  more  influence  on  the  rest  of  a  society  than  a  lone 
individual  has.  because  the  group  can  join  the  talents,  energy,  and  other 
resources  of  its  members  into  a  powerful,  well-directed  campaign  for  or 
against  something.  An  organization  of  like-minded  individuals  can  thus  exert 
great  influence. 

Group  membership  also  may  provide  protection.  This  is  why  fish  travel  in 
schools.  A  school  of  fish  is  much  larger  than  an  individual  fish  and  may  serve 
to  intimidate  predators.  The  same  principle  applies  to  humans.  A  group  or 
organization  is  more  powerful  and  more  difficult  to  attack  than  an  individual. 
The  management  of  a  business,  for  example,  may  be  less  likely  to  harass  or 
fire  an  individual  employee  if  that  employee  is  part  of  a  strong  union,  because 
the  union  will  support  the  individual  member  in  any  dispute  with 
management 

Then  there  are  the  pleasure  and  sense  of  security  that  accompany  being  part 
of  a  group.  People  enjoy  doing  things  together,  and  group  membership  gives 
one  a  certain  sense  of  identity  as  well.  When  someone  asks  what  one  does, 
one  can  say  something  like  "I'm  a  member  of  ..."  and  name  the  group  or 
organization.  The  group  is,  in  a  sense,  one's  tribe,  identification  with  which 
defines  the  individual.  Whether  the  group  is  serious  or  frivolous,  it  provides 
both  social  and  psychological  benefits. 
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172.  How  can  schools  help  students  handle  problems  that  the 
students  face  when  they  move  to  new  schools?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


***** 


Sample 


It  is  perhaps  inevitable  that  students  will  face  problems  when  moving  to  a 
new  school.  After  all,  they  are  leaving  a  familiar  environment  and  entering  a 
new,  unfamiliar,  and  possibly  hostile  place  where  newcomers  are  definitely  at 
a  disadvantage  until  they  become  accustomed  to  it.  Schools,  however,  can 
help  students  in  various  ways  to  make  such  a  transition. 


One  way  is  to  give  new  students  a  comprehensive  orientation  to  the  school. 
The  administration  can  tell  new  students  what  to  expect  from  the  school,  in 
terms  of  students'  characteristics  and  behavior,  traditions,  organizations,  and 
so  on.  A  printed  guide  to  the  school  might  be  helpful. 

Another  useful  practice  might  be  to  introduce  incoming  students  formally  to 
their  new  classmates.  This  might  be  done  in  the  homeroom  on  the  incoming 
students'  first  day  at  school.  The  school's  counselors  and  other  staff  should 
be  given  some  idea  of  problems  that  may  arise  when  the  new  students  enter 
the  school,  so  that  difficulties,  when  and  if  they  arise,  will  not  catch  everyone 
unprepared. 


Of  course,  there  is  a  limit  to  what  schools  can  do  to  ease  the  adjustment  of 
new  students  to  a  school.  Much  of  the  transition  is  the  responsibility  of 
students  themselves  and  cannot  reasonably  be  assigned  to  the  school 
administration.  Regardless,  schools  can  help  to  make  the  arrival  of  new 
students  smoother,  even  if  a  certain  amount  of  friction,  resistance,  and 
difficulty  is  bound  to  occur. 
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174.  Each  new  generation  of  people  differs  somehow  from  earlier 
generations.  How  does  your  generation  differ  from  the  previous 
(your  parents')  generation?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  opinion. 


Sample 


My  parents'  generation  believed  in  certain  "absolutes,"  or  postulates  whose 
truth  was  simply  accepted  without  question.  In  general,  non-conformist  acts 
were  discouraged,  and  society  placed  a  high  value  on  internal  harmony,  even 
to  the  extent  of  suppressing  legitimate  dissent.  In  a  word,  my  parents' 
generation  was  conformist 

In  my  generation,  that  situation  changed.  The  old-fashioned  conformist 
became  an  object  of  contempt,  and  the  "non-conformist"  characterized  by 
eccentricity  and  even  anti-social  behavior,  became  the  ideal.  Bizarre  clothing 
became  practically  the  norm  for  many  young  people,  and  "Kill  your  parents!" 
actually  became  something  of  a  rallying  cry  for  college  students.  We  believed 
there  were  no  longer  any  absolutes.  Everything  was  relative  now,  and  very 
litde  was  considered  categorically  "right"  or  "wrong." 

Nothing  illustrated  the  dramatic  difference  between  my  parents'  generation 
and  mine  more  clearly  than  popular  entertainment.  Moviegoers  in  the  1940s 
and  early  1950s  enjoyed  the  whimsy  of  Bing  Crosby  and  the  sentimentality  of 
James  Stewart,  celebrating  Depression-era  and  wartime  ideals;  25  years 
later,  Peter  Fonda  and  Dennis  Hopper  were  stars,  and  the  cinema  celebrated 
recreational  drugs  such  as  LSD  (lysergic  acid  diethylamide). 

Years  afterward,  it  became  clear  to  my  generation  that  we  were  as  conformist 
as  our  parents  had  been.  The  only  significant  difference  between  our 
generation  and  theirs  was  the  set  of  ideals  which  each  generation  embraced. 
Our  generation  adopted  -  in  the  name  of  an  illusory  "freedom"  -  a  conformist 
culture  every  bit  as  cruel,  hypocritical,  and  repressive  as  the  one  before  it. 
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1 78.  Now  that  we  have  entered  the  21st  century,  what  are  some 
changes  that  you  expect  to  see  in  the  new  century?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 
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Sample 


It  probably  is  pointless  to  try  projecting  developments  of  the  coming  century. 
A  look  at  the  20th  century  shows  why.  Imagine  you  are  living  in  the  year 
1901  and  wondering  what  life  will  be  like  in  the  year  2000.  In  1901,  powered 
flight  appeared  feasible,  but  no  one  foresaw  the  giant  passenger  jets  of  the 
1970s.  Likewise,  the  laptop  computer  and  pocket  calculator  were  undreamed 
of  in  1901  but  became  parts  of  everyday  life  well  before  the  year  2000.  What, 
then,  does  the  21st  century  hold?  We  can  scarcely  even  guess. 

Nonetheless,  it  seems  safe  to  say  that  one  struggle  of  the  20th  century  - 
individual  liberty  versus  state  power  -  will  continue  for  the  indefinite  future. 
The  20th  century  saw  the  emergence  of  the  modern  totalitarian  state,  which 
tried  to  control  the  entire  life,  and  even  the  thoughts,  of  every  individual. 
Totalitarianism  as  practiced  by  Hitler  and  Stalin  failed  because  Western 
democracy,  where  individual  liberty  results  in  a  more  dynamic,  resourceful, 
and  adaptable  society,  was  better  suited  to  an  era  of  rapid  progress  in  science 
and  technology. 


The  same  Western  technology  that  doomed  the  totalitarian  regimes  of  the 
1900s,  however,  may  contain  the  seeds  of  an  even  more  dreadful  tyranny. 
Modem  technology  is  creating  a  new  set  of  information  processors  that  could 
provide  a  direct  interface  between  machines  and  the  human  mind,  so  that  (in 
principle  at  least)  individuals  with  processors  implanted  in  their  brains  might 
be  directed  and  manipulated  in  almost  the  same  manner  as  a  radio- 
controlled  toy. 

Is  such  a  society  of  "robotized"  people,  where  the  many  are  literally  controlled 
by  their  governments,  a  prospect  for  the  21st  century?  Perhaps  that 
unpleasant  vision  is  only  a  hint  of  what  the  coming  century  has  in  store  for 
us. 
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179.  In  your  opinion,  what  arc  some  qualities  needed  to  be  a  good 
parent?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 
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Sample 


It  is  hard  to  write  a  rule  book  for  being  a  "good  parent."  The  principles  and 
practices  that  work  well  in  one  household  may  be  utterly  inappropriate  for 
another.  Nonetheless,  a  few  guidelines  are  probably  appropriate  for  all 
parents,  at  all  times. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  quality  for  a  parent  to  have  is  patience. 
Sometimes  patience  is  difficult.  Children  can  be  infuriating,  and  at  times  the 
temptation  may  be  great  to  scream  at  them  and  use  abusive  language.  This 
tactic  may  work  lor  the  moment  but  do  substantial  harm  in  the  long  run. 
Children,  after  all,  are  neither  totally  deaf  nor  completely  unthinking,  and 
their  memories  are  longer  and  more  accurate  than  many  parents  care  to 
think.  That  is  why  bitter  words  aimed  at  children  are  apt  to  have  negative 
effects  long  after  they  are  spoken. 

Another  principle  parents  should  remember  is  that  they  should  not  try  to 
relive  their  own  childhoods  through  their  children.  Here  is  an  example.  A 
parent  may  regret  that  he  or  she  never  became  an  accomplished  athlete,  and 
for  that  reason  push  a  child  into  athletics  to  an  unreasonable  extent. 
Pushing  a  child  toward  athletic  achievements  despite  lack  of  aptitude  is  likely 
to  do  at  least  as  much  harm  as  good. 

Likewise,  parents  should  not  try  too  hard  to  squeeze  a  child  (so  to  speak)  into 
one  extremely  specific  mold.  If  a  boy  has  the  aptitude  to  become  a  highly 
successful  aircraft  mechanic,  for  example,  does  anyone  benefit  if  his  parents 
try  to  make  him  into  a  ballet  dancer  instead?  If  a  daughter  is  brilliant  at 
mathematics,  should  her  parents  force  her  to  excel  in  flower  arranging?  In 
both  cases,  the  answer  certainly  is  no.  This  is  an  important  lesson  for  all 
parents  to  bear  in  mind. 
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180.  Why  do  you  think  movies  are  popular  all  around  the  world?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 
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Movies  are  popular  because  they  provide  a  selective  mirror  of  reality.  They  are 
commentaries  on  life.  Motion  pictures  may  show  us  a  situation  of  the 
present,  a  future  that  might  arrive,  or  a  past  that  actually  never  existed.  They 
may  be  funny,  tragic,  thrilling,  puzzling,  or  shocking.  All  of  them,  however, 
tell  us  something  about  the  world  we  live  in,  and  about  ourselves. 

For  example,  consider  the  classic  horror  movie  Jaws.  On  one  level,  the  movie 
was  about  a  giant  shark  attacking  swimmers  at  a  beach  near  a  small  town. 
Primarily,  however,  the  movie  was  about  the  townspeople  and  how  they 
responded  to  a  threat.  The  message  of  Jaws  was  that  every  individual 
responds  in  a  unique  way  to  a  crisis.  Watching  Jaws,  one  had  to  ask  how 
one  would  behave  in  a  situation  like  that  shown  in  the  movie.  Would  one  be 
courageous,  cowardly,  or  greedy?  That  self-inquiry  was  what  made  the  movie 
interesting. 

Movies  also  show  us  exciting  things  that  we  could  never  experience  in  real 
life.  James  Cameron's  Titanic  depicted  the  wreck  of  the  most  famous 
passenger  liner  of  all  time.  Spectacular  special  effects  allowed  one  to  witness 
the  simulated  sinking  of  a  great  ship.  The  real  Titanic  is  gone  forever;  but  a 
movie  let  viewers  imagine  being  present  at  the  single  most  famed  maritime 
catastrophe  in  history. 

Of  course,  there  are  also  many  other  reasons  why  movies  are  popular,  such 
as  the  social  occasions  which  movie  attendance  provides.  The  main  reason 
for  the  popularity  of  motion  pictures,  however,  is  what  they  tell  us,  or  invite 
us  to  discover,  about  our  society  and  ourselves. 
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182.  Some  people  are  very  fond  of  their  pets  and  treat  their  pets 
almost  as  family  members.  Do  you  approve  or  disapprove  of  this 
kind  of  relationship  with  pets?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 


Sample 


Some  individuals  bond  very  closely  with  their  pets,  so  that  the  animals,  in 
effect,  become  members  of  the  family  and  are  treated  practically  as  children. 
Indeed,  it  is  possible  to  give  a  pet  too  much  attention.  On  the  whole,  however, 
a  fondness  for  pets  is  probably  a  good  thing,  for  several  reasons. 

One  advantage  of  keeping  pets  is  emotional  satisfaction.  Many  people  find 
tremendous  comfort  in  pets,  which  help  their  owners  maintain  a  healthy 
emotional  equilibrium.  It  may  be  better  to  have  an  affectionate,  rewarding 
relationship  with  a  pet  than  troubled  relationships  with  other  people.  Most  of 
us  would  rather  spend  the  evening  at  home  with  a  devoted  dog  than  with  a 
quarrelsome  person. 

In  turn,  emotional  satisfaction  derived  from  pets  is  conducive  to  good  health. 
Having  a  friendly  dog  or  cat  can  make  one  both  happier  and  healthier.  The 
contentment  and  satisfaction  a  pet  provides  may  diminish  stress  and  relieve 
stress-related  illness.  Thus,  a  pet  may  appear  to  be  an  extravagance  but 
actually  be  important  to  its  owner's  well-being. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  German  dictator  Adolf  Hitler  was  fond  of  dogs, 
especially  his  German  shepherd  Blondi.  Hitler's  companions  remarked  on 
how  close  Hitler  was  to  Blondi,  and  how  happy  he  seemed  in  the  dog's 
presence.  If  a  dog  could  induce  affection  even  in  Hitler,  then  pet  ownership 
must  have  substantial  benefits  for  almost  anyone.  Some  pet  owners  may 
overindulge  their  animals,  but  that  is  their  privilege.  Besides,  the  benefits 
pets  provide  are  probably  worth  a  little  pampering. 
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Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

183.  Motion  pictures  reveal  much  about  the  countries  where  they 
were  made.  What  can  you  learn  about  a  country  by  watching  its 
motion  pictures?  Use  specific  examples  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •••* 


Movies  tell  us  much  about  the  countries  where  they  were  made.  Let  us  look 
at  three  examples:  Japan,  Hong  Kong,  and  the  United  States. 

First,  the  Japanese  see  themselves  as  kind,  soft-hearted  people  in  a  cruel 
world.  Their  movies  reflect  this  self-image.  The  typical  Japanese  movie 
involves  a  well-meaning,  trusting  person  who  wanders  into  unfamiliar 
territory  and  is  treated  badly.  The  ending  may  be  happy  or  sad,  but  the 
message  remains  the  same:  we  are  a  misunderstood,  persecuted  people. 

Second,  Hong  Kong  movies  have  fantastic  stories.  A  single  swordsman  may 
confront  an  entire  army  and  win.  The  message  is:  China  can  take  on  the 
world.  One  Chinese  is  worth  a  thousand  of  his  enemies.  Although  Hong  Kong 
cinema  is  full  of  violence,  it  is  highly  stylized  violence,  unlikely  to  be  copied  in 
real  life.  Also,  Hong  Kong  movies  have  a  strong  moral  element  -  a  noble  hero 
versus  an  evil  villain. 

Third,  violence  in  U.S.  movies  is  different.  It  is  both  crude  and  cruel,  and 
could  indeed  be  copied  in  real  life.  U.S.  movies  also  may  have  no  "hero"  and 
"villain, "  but  instead  two  equally  vicious  enemies.  The  "hero"  is  whoever  kills 
the  other  first.  Brutality,  cruelty,  and  amorality  in  American  films,  some 
would  say,  reflect  the  character  of  American  society. 

In  conclusion,  one  could  extend  this  list.  French  and  Italian  movies  are  full  of 
romance.  Russian  movies  tend  to  be  serious  and  formalistic.  In  almost  every 
case,  however,  movies  are  characteristic  of  the  countries  where  they  are 
made.  A  Russian  could  not  have  made  Star  Wars,  nor  could  a  French 
director  have  made  Kurosawa's  Rashomon.  To  a  large  extent,  nationality 
shapes  cinema. 
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requency 


#&£"&■&  Never  appeared  yet 

+•&&•&&  Rarely  appear 

-k-ktcfrti  Occasionally  appear 

*  *  *  wr  H  Often  appear 

****#  Very  often  appear 

*****  Almost  regularly  appear 


Compare  and  Prefer  Question 


fyp 


004.  There  is  a  saying,  "Not  all  knowledge  is  found  in  books. 
Compare  and  contrast  knowledge  acquired  from  books  with 
knowledge  acquired  from  experience.  Which  do  you  consider 
more  important,  and  why? 

***** 


Sample 


Knowledge  acquired  from  books  is  important.  Applying  that  knowledge, 
however,  is  something  very  different  from  merely  acquiring  it.  For  information 
to  have  any  practical  importance,  it  must  be  applied  somehow.  What  we  call 
"experience"  is  largely  the  application  of  what  we  have  learned.  Therefore, 
experience  is  at  least  as  important  as  study,  if  not  more  so. 

A  book,  for  example,  may  tell  us  how  to  build  a  house,  sail  a  boat,  or  repair  a 
car.  The  next  step  is  to  put  that  knowledge  into  practice  -  that  is,  to  learn  a 
task  by  actually  performing  it.  This  practical  knowledge,  commonly  called 
"know-how,"  is  the  essential  step  between  knowing  something  and  truly 
mastering  it.  Without  know-how,  all  the  collected  information  in  the  world  is 
useless.  With  appropriate  know-how,  and  only  then,  knowledge  becomes  a 
practical  tool. 

To  use  another  example,  know-how  is  to  "book  learning"  as  the  hand  is  to  the 
brain.  The  brain  contains  great  amounts  of  information  but  relies  on  the 
hand  to  carry  out  specific  tasks.  Neither  the  brain  nor  the  hand  can  build  a 
wall  by  itself.  Only  together  can  the  brain,  providing  information  and 
directing  operations,  and  the  hand,  placing  bricks  and  applying  mortar, 
construct  the  wall. 

Of  course,  no  one  should  underestimate  the  importance  of  learning 
contained  in  texts.  Without  such  knowledge,  we  would  be  in  a  sad  condition 
indeed,  for  we  would  have  to  approach  every  task  and  problem  anew,  every 
time,  lacking  the  guidance  that  written  instructions  provide.  "Book  learning" 
saves  us  that  effort  but  still  is  only  a  beginning.  Applying  learning  in  a  real- 
world  setting  is  the  next,  and  probably  more  important,  step  in  education. 
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Compare  and  Prefer  Question  A 



104.  Which  group  do  you  think  contributes  more  of  value  to  society: 
artists  or  scientists?  Compare  the  contributions  of  each  group. 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


-fr**** 


Although  society  honors  the  scientist  with  respect  and  (to  some  extent)  high 
social  prestige,  society  appears  to  reserve  its  greatest  immediate,  monetary 
rewards  for  artists  -  specifically,  those  who  produce  entertainment  with  the 
widest  possible  appeal  and  therefore  the  greatest  potential  for  corporate 
profit.  Artists  who  create  such  worlds  are  rewarded  with  wealth,  fame,  and 
influence  beyond  the  most  extravagant  dreams  of  scientists. 

Here  is  a  case  in  point.  About  50  years  ago,  a  British  astrophysicist  named 
Fred  Hoyle  promulgated  a  "steady  state"  model  of  the  universe,  directly 
opposed  to  the  "big  bang"  model  in  which  the  universe  was  thought  to  have 
originated  with  the  explosion  of  a  great,  primordial  block  of  matter.  Hoyle's 
steady-state  universe  was  a  much  quieter  and  less  dramatic  place,  creating 
new  parts  just  fast  enough  to  replace  its  worn-out  components. 

Eventually  Hoyle's  model  was  proven  basically  wrong,  but  parts  of  it 
contributed  greatly  to  astrophysics  and  cosmology,  and  Hoyle  was  knighted. 
Hoyle  himself,  however,  remained  practically  unknown  to  the  public  as  a 
whole.  About  this  same  time,  a  British  singer  named  Julie  Andrews  became 
one  of  the  most  famous  entertainers  in  history,  while  a  British  author  of 
romance  novels  (an  "artist,"  in  a  very  loosely  defined  sense  of  the  word) 
became  both  renowned  and  rich  for  her  writings.  The  scientist  did  basically 
more  important  work,  while  the  artists  received  greater  tangible  rewards. 

It  is  ironic,  then,  that  from  a  long-term  perspective,  the  scientist  may  come 
out  ahead  of  the  artist.  The  artist's  work  may  go  out  of  fashion  and  be 
forgotten,  whereas  the  scientist's  work  is  more  enduring.  Do  we  remember 
who  was  the  greatest  actor  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  London?  No;  but  we 
remember  Newton. 
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in  dormitories  on 


105.  Students  at  a  university  may  choose  to  live 

campus,  and  in  apartments  in  town.  Compare  the  advantages  of 
each  plan.  Which  do  think  is  better?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 


tiittt&ti 


Sample 


On-campus  student  housing  -  that  is,  a  dormitory  -  has  certain  advantages 
over  apartments.  The  dormitory  is  inexpensive  and  may  contain  almost 
everything  students  need,  from  laundry  facilities  to  a  cafeteria.  Nonetheless, 
student  housing  also  has  so  many  drawbacks  that  an  apartment  in  the 
community  is  probably  the  better  place  to  live. 

For  example,  disadvantages  of  dormitory  life  include  noise,  overcrowding,  and 
lack  of  privacy.  In  such  a  situation,  where  some  students  play  stereos  loudly, 
get  drunk  often,  and  show  no  respect  for  others'  property,  it  is  difficult  to 
study  or  even  sleep.  Moreover,  small  differences  between  students  may 
become  magnified  into  major  quarrels  and  sometimes  lead  to  violence.  There 
is  a  temptation  to  steal  others'  belongings.  A  student  with  unpopular  views  or 
unpleasant  mannerisms  may  find  himself  harassed  and  even  injured.  There 
are  also  moments  when  one  simply  must  be  alone,  for  study  or  whatever 
other  reason;  and  in  a  dormitory  setting,  solitude  can  be  difficult  to  arrange. 

For  all  these  reasons,  an  apartment  is  better  than  a  dormitory.  The 
apartment  may  be  more  expensive,  but  it  also  offers  the  individual  more 
control  over  his  or  her  personal  environment  One  can  have  silence  or  music, 
as  one  wishes;  keep  late  hours  without  disturbing  anyone;  sleep  without 
disturbance;  and  be  reasonably  secure  against  thievery.  Studying  is  easier  in 
the  privacy  of  one's  apartment  than  in  a  crowded,  noisy  dormitory,  and  if  one 
desires  company,  then  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  invite  friends  to  the  apartment 
for  a  visit 

Although  one  may  have  to  pay  more  for  an  apartment  than  for  a  dormitory 
room,  the  advantages  of  apartment  living  more  than  outweigh  the  additional 
cost.  Given  a  choice  between  a  dormitory  and  a  decent  apartment,  the 
apartment  is  almost  always  the  better  option. 
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106.  Imagine  that  you  must  travel  40  miles  (64  km)  from  your  home  to 
another  place.  Compare  various  kinds  of  transportation  could 
you  use,  and  which  would  you  select?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


A  journey  of  64  km  is  a  moderate  distance.  An  automobile  lets  one  make  the 
trip  at  a  time  of  one's  own  choosing,  and  a  bus  is  inexpensive.  For  maximum 
comfort  and  value  for  money,  however,  a  train  is  probably  best. 

Trains  are  convenient  and  reliable.  Many  cities  and  towns  are  connected  by 
railways  -  either  long-distance  passenger  trains  that  make  intermediate 
stops,  or  commuter  rail  lines  that  link  central  cities  with  suburbs.  As  a  rule, 
the  trains  are  reliable.  Barring  unforeseen  difficulties,  they  depart  on  time 
and  arrive  on  time.  Probably,  a  train  stops  at  or  reasonably  near  any 
destination  one  might  need  to  reach. 


Also,  traveling  by  train  minimizes  stress.  Travel  by  car  is  one  of  the  most 
stressful  activities  one  can  perform.  Driving  requires  close  attention  and 
leaves  one  nervous  and  tired  at  the  end  of  the  journey.  There  is  a  constant 
danger  of  collisions  and  other  accidents.  Even  if  scenery  along  the  route  is 
beautiful,  one  can  scarcely  enjoy  it,  because  one's  attention  is  always  focused 
on  the  road.  A  train,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no  such  drawbacks.  It  lets  one 
sit  back  and  relax  during  a  trip,  and  enjoy  the  view.  Someone  else  has  the 
responsibility  of  driving. 

Trains  have  a  good  safety  record  and  are  more  comfortable  than  buses, 
despite  their  marginally  higher  price.  Trains  also  offer  much  greater  comfort 
than  buses.  Many  trains  have  food  and  beverage  service,  so  that  there  is  an 
opportunity  for  meals  on  the  train.  One  can  make  telephone  calls  from  trains. 
There  are  even  wall  outlets  where  one  can  plug  in  a  laptop  computer.  The 
train,  then,  offers  a  unique  combination  of  comfort,  convenience,  and 
reliability,  and  is  the  best  choice  for  a  64-km  journey. 
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108.  Is  it  better  to  learn  about  life  through  your  own  experience,  or 
through  advice  from  friends  and  family?  Compare  the 
advantages  of  these  two  options,  and  which  would  you  prefer? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

•  ••£•£ 


Sample 


Family  and  friends  certainly  have  much  of  value  to  say  about  life.  One's 
parents  have  been  through  the  crises  of  childhood,  adolescence,  and  early 
adulthood  and  can  provide  children  with  much-needed  guidance.  We  may 
not  always  follow  the  advice  parents  offer,  but  it  is  usually  worth  considering 
regardless. 

The  same  principle  applies  to  friends'  advice.  A  level-headed  friend  can  be  a 
tremendous  source  of  useful  counsel.  In  his  famous  essay  The  Crack-up," 
American  authoi  Scott  Fitzgerald  acknowledged  his  profound  debt  to  a 
certain  friend.  Fitzgerald  said  that  when  facing  a  difficult  situation,  he  asked 
himself  what  that  particular  man  would  do. 

Of  course,  listening  to  the  advice  of  parents  and  friends  has  risks  and 
limitations.  Our  parents'  advice  is  based  on  their  experiences  years  or  even 
decades  ago.  That  advice  may  no  longer  be  useful,  because  society  and  its 
institutions  have  changed  tremendously  since  then.  In  similar  fashion,  advice 
from  friends  should  never  be  accepted  uncritically,  because  it  may  be  based 
on  knowledge  and  experience  very  different  from  one's  own.  Sometimes 
advice  from  friends,  though  well-meant,  actually  may  be  dangerous.  Unless  a 
friend  is  a  professional  financial  advisor,  for  example,  it  is  probably 
inadvisable  to  follow  his  or  her  advice  on  where  to  invest  one's  money. 

Nonetheless,  advice  from  family  and  friends  can  be  priceless,  because  it 
distills  the  hard-won  experience  of  others  into  a  few  words  and  principles 
that  can  save  a  lot  of  time,  effort,  and  difficulty.  One's  own  personal 
experience  is  certainty  essential  for  learning,  but  others'  advice  can  help  to 
make  that  experience  much  less  painful  and  more  productive. 
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109.  Imagine  that  you  have  to  move  to  another  country.  Do  you  think 
it  is  better  to  keep  your  own  customs,  or  to  adopt  the  new 
country's  customs?  Why?  Compare  these  two  options.  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


In  general,  it  is  desirable  for  someone  moving  to  another  country  to  respect 
the  customs  of  that  country  and  try  to  practice  them  oneself,  whenever  doing 
so  is  consistent  with  one's  own  convictions.  This  is  only  fair,  because  the 
newcomer  is  living  in  someone  else's  home,  so  to  speak,  and  is  expected  to 
follow  the  rules  of  the  house  while  there.  In  certain  parts  of  Asia,  for  example, 
it  is  considered  polite  to  avoid  sitting  with  one's  feet  pointed  toward  another 
person.  It  may  be  considered  uncouth  to  look  direcdy  at  the  person  to  whom 
one  is  talking. 

In  all  these  cases,  a  person  who  has  arrived  to  live  in  a  particular  society  is 
expected  to  observe  such  customs.  Violating  them  is  usually  not  a  crime,  but 
to  ignore  them  is  nonetheless  considered  insensitive,  if  not  actually  insulting. 

Where  religion  is  involved,  this  principle  takes  on  a  new  dimension.  Is  it 
reasonable  to  compel  a  believer  in  a  certain  religion  to  ignore  or  alter  the 
exercise  of  that  religion  in  order  to  comply  with  local  custom?  Most  people 
would  say  no.  To  take  a  hypothetical  example,  imagine  that  a  man's 
particular  religion  forbids  him  to  eat  cheese  on  Tuesdays.  If  he  travels  to  a 
country  where  that  religious  custom  is  not  observed,  should  the  people  in 
that  country  compel  him  to  eat  cheese  on  Tuesdays  merely  because  they 
have  no  scruples  against  doing  so?  That  probably  would  be  unreasonable. 

There  are  exceptions,  then,  to  the  general  rule  of  showing  respect  for  local 
customs.  There  are  occasions  when  "the  customs  of  the  country,"  as  the 
expression  goes,  do  not  necessarily  apply  to  a  visitor  or  new  resident.  Still, 
honoring  local  customs  is  a  reasonable  expectation,  at  least  where  it  does  not 
violate  certain  beliefs. 
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111 .  Which  way  do  you  prefer  to  spend  time:  with  a  small  number  of 
close  friends,  or  with  many  friends?  Compare  these  two  options. 
Use  specific  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


•  •*£* 


Sample 


We  all  have  fond  memories  of  time  spent  with  friends.  As  a  rule,  however, 
those  memories  involve  small  groups  of  friends,  not  large  groups.  The  smaller 
the  group  of  friends,  the  closer  relationships  and  more  intimate  exchanges 
one  is  likely  to  have  with  them.  That  is  simply  the  nature  of  friendship.  There 
is,  in  a  sense,  only  so  much  friendship  to  go  around.  That  is  why  a  single 
solid  friendship  is  worth  a  thousand  of  the  superficial  kind. 

Close  friendships  are  the  most  productive.  History  is  full  of  examples  of  such 
friendships.  British  essayist  Samuel  Johnson  was  the  close  friend  of  James 
Boswell,  who  wrote  a  famous  biography  of  Johnson.  Without  that  particular 
friendship,  the  world  would  lack  one  of  its  great  works  of  literature  and 
biography.  Isaac  Newton's  friend  Edmund  Halley  played  a  major  role  in  the 
making  of  Newton's  great  Principia  Mathematica,  and  even  proofread  the 
galleys  of  Newton's  book  for  him.  That  famed  work  was  thus  a  product  of  a 
close  friendship. 

In  our  own  century,  one  of  Albert  Einstein's  close  friends,  a  brilliant  student 
of  mathematics,  helped  Einstein  master  the  difficult  tensor  calculus  that 
Einstein  used  in  developing  his  famous  theory  of  relativity.  In  that  case,  a 
friendship  helped  to  bring  about  one  of  the  most  important  scientific 
developments  of  the  20th  century. 

It  is  good  to  have  numerous  friends,  and  it  is  enjoyable  to  be  in  the  company 
of  large  numbers  of  friends  at  once.  To  be  surrounded  by  a  friendly  crowd  is  a 
unique  satisfaction.  That  pleasure  is  short-lived,  however,  because  the  crowd 
soon  melts  away,  leaving  one  alone  again.  Moreover,  a  friendly  crowd  may 
turn  indifferent  or  unfriendly  in  a  moment,  because  the  friendship  in  that 
case  is  very  shallow  and  therefore  impermanent.  A  single  close  friendship,  by 
contrast,  is  more  valuable  than  the  cheers  of  a  multitude,  and  lasts  much 
longer. 
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112.  Should  children  spend  most  of  their  time  at  play,  or  should  they 
start  going  to  school  as  early  as  possible?  Compare  these  two 
choices.  Which  do  you  support,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


***** 


Sample 


Probably,  it  is  never  too  early  to  point  a  very  young  child  toward  school 
studies.  At  the  very  least,  one  should  provide  an  environment  with  books, 
music,  and  other  influences  that  can  predispose  a  child  toward  academic 
pursuits.  This  is  informal  education.  With  very  young  children,  it  may  yield 
desirable  results.  Expecting  a  child  to  begin  formal  studies  almost  as  soon  as 
he  or  she  can  walk,  however,  is  unrealistic.  A  child  of  that  age  simply  cannot 
absorb  the  lessons. 

For  example,  some  ambitious  parents  say  that  their  very  young  children  need 
lessons  at  the  earliest  possible  age  instead  of  being  allowed  to  play.  Those 
parents  are  forgetting  that  play  is  a  very  small  child's  business.  Through 
play,  the  child  learns  coordination  and  discovers  countless  things,  from 
colors  to  animal  behavior.  From  every  session  of  play,  a  little  child  learns 
something.  Play  is  the  earliest  form  of  education.  Thus,  education  does  begin 
at  an  early  age,  at  the  moment  the  child  starts  to  play. 

It  is  worth  examining  "child  prodigies"  who  were  spurred  toward  academic 
excellence  from  earliest  childhood.  Famed  mathematician  Norbert  Wiener  is  a 
good  example.  He  was  a  brilliant  child  but  was  never  allowed  to  develop  - 
through  interaction  with  other  children  -  the  emotional  conditioning  and 
social  skills  that  other,  less  brilliant  but  more  "playful"  children  are  allowed  to 
acquire.  Wiener  grew  up  to  be  an  academic  wonder,  but  also  an  unhappy 
and  maladjusted  man.  One  has  to  admire  him,  but  must  pity  him  as  well. 

There  comes  a  time,  of  course,  when  formal  study  must  take  the  place  of 
play.  Life  requires  serious  preparation,  and  at  a  certain  age  that  preparation 
must  begin.  Early  childhood,  however,  is  not  that  age.  A  very  young  child  has 
other,  more  fundamental  lessons  to  learn;  and  play  is  the  way  to  learn  them. 
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113.  Imagine  that  the  government  intends  to  build  a  new  university. 
Would  your  town  be  a  good  place  to  build  the  university?  Why, 
or  why  not?  Compare  the  advantages  with  the  disadvantages  of 
having  a  new  university  in  your  town.  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Most  communities  probably  would  be  eager  to  have  a  new  university.  My 
view  is  just  the  opposite.  I  would  be  reluctant  to  have  a  new  university  built 
in  my  community,  for  several  reasons. 

A  university  would  attract  thousands  of  students  and  faculty.  The  increased 
population  would  require  municipal  services.  Someone  must  pay  for  those 
services  through  increased  taxes.  If  the  university's  property  is  tax-exempt, 
as  it  most  likely  would  be,  then  local  property  owners  would  have  to  pay 
higher  taxes. 

Students  would  require  housing.  The  demand  for  apartments  would  rise,  and 
so  would  rents.  Prices  in  general  would  rise  as  well,  because  students  have 
money  to  spend,  and  local  merchants  would  raise  prices  to  take  advantage  of 
them.  Local  residents  then  would  have  a  higher  cost  of  living. 

Student  behavior  is  another  problem.  Students  drink  heavily.  They  can  be 
destructive.  They  make  a  lot  of  noise.  In  short,  they  are  not  necessarily  assets 
to  a  community.  They  might  make  their  university  a  liability  to  that 
community. 

Some  people,  such  as  landlords  and  merchants,  would  probably  benefit  from 
a  new  university.  The  rest  of  the  community,  however,  would  not  As  for  the 
"cultural  opportunities"  which  a  university  provides,  those  same 
opportunities  are  available  through  other  sources,  such  as  cable  television.  In 
short,  the  community  has  little  or  nothing  to  gain  from  a  hew  university,  and 
much  to  lose. 
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11 5.  Do  you  think  it  is  better  to  make  plans  in  detail  for  activities  in 
your  leisure  time,  or  leave  free  time  unplanned?  Compare  these 
two  views.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


•••*# 


Sample 


Some  people  prefer  to  plan  activities  beforehand  for  their  leisure  time.  They 
make  appointments  to  play  tennis,  go  hiking,  or  perform  some  other  activity. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  with  setting  aside  time  for  leisure  activities.  There  is  a 
certain  danger,  however,  in  carrying  such  planning  too  far.  When  one's 
leisure  time  becomes  as  regimented  and  regularized  as  time  on  the  job, 
leisure  can  become  indistinguishable  from  work  and  thus  cease  to  be  leisure 
at  all. 

Imagine  someone  who  schedules  an  hour  every  day  for  handball.  He  leaves 
the  office  precisely  at  1  p.m.,  arrives  at  the  court  at  1: 10,  plays  for  exactly  40 
minutes,  showers  and  changes  clothes,  and  is  back  at  the  office  at  2  p.m.  - 
not  a  minute  before,  nor  later.  This  kind  of  order  and  punctuality  makes  good 
use  of  time.  It  probably  contributes  to  good  health  as  well.  The  question  is, 
can  time  really  be  called  leisure  when  one  marches  through  it  on  a  rigid, 
predetermined  schedule? 

Almost  by  definition,  leisure  activity  is  unplanned  activity.  Holding  oneself  to 
a  strict  schedule  during  leisure  defeats  the  purpose  of  leisure  time.  Moreover, 
highly  structured  leisure  is  not  much  fun.  To  be  truly  enjoyable,  leisure  must 
be  unstructured.  It  should  be  unpredictable,  unplanned,  and  flexible.  When 
one  imposes  too  much  order  on  leisure,  what  should  be  fun,  becomes  just  a 
different  kind  of  work  instead. 

This  is  why  free  time  ought  to  be  truly  free.  To  experience  genuine  leisure, 
avoid  planning.  Instead,  allow  for  the  unplanned.  Visit  an  unfamiliar  part  of 
town  and  see  what  is  there.  Try  doing  something  you  have  never  done  before. 
You  may  not  make  optimum  use  of  every  single  second;  but  such  freedom  is 
what  leisure  is  about. 
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117.  Which  kind  of  friend  do  you  prefer:  someone  who  is  much  like 
you,  or  someone  who  is  different  from  you?  Why?  Compare  the 
advantages  of  having  these  two  kinds  of  friends. 


•  •••* 


Sample 


Life  becomes  restricted  and  boring  when  our  friends  are  all  just  like  us.  For 
variety,  it  is  good  to  be  friends  with  people  different  from  us.  They  may  be 
from  other  cities  or  countries,  of  different  races,  or  different  from  us  in  age, 
customs,  and  culture;  but  their  differences  from  us  can  make  them  all  the 
more  interesting,  and  interacting  with  such  people  has  much  to  teach  us. 

For  example,  making  friendships  with  people  from  other  countries  can  teach 
us  as  much  about  our  own  country  and  culture  as  about  theirs.  Possibly, 
they  do  some  things  in  a  better  way  than  we  do,  and  we  can  benefit  from 
adopting  their  customs  and  methods.  Also,  they  may  see  us  in  ways  new  and 
unfamiliar  to  us,  so  that  we  can  learn  to  see  ourselves  from  a  fresh 
perspective.  In  this  manner,  we  may  come  to  see  that  we,  our  country,  and 
our  culture  are  not  quite  what  we  had  imagined.  This  lesson  can  be  very 
valuable. 

When  two  different  individuals  or  groups  interact  in  a  friendly  and  tolerant 
fashion,  both  are  likely  to  profit  from  the  friendship.  This  does  not  mean  that 
one  side  must  approve  of  everything  the  other  side  says  and  does.  Differences 
in  culture  or  behavior  are  certain  to  accompany  differences  of  opinion, 
tradition,  and  behavior. 

However,  if  both  parties  in  the  relationship  are  prepared  to  exercise  patience 
and  open-mindedness  toward  each  other,  then  a  highly  profitable  exchange 
of  ideas  and  opinions,  goods  and  other  commodities  is  possible.  The 
important  principle  here  is  to  see  differences  in  their  proper  perspective,  and 
avoid  making  minor  differences  into  divisive  issues. 
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118.  Some  people  enjoy  fresh  experiences  and  change  in  their  lives. 
Other  people  prefer  what  they  already  know,  and  do  not  like 
changes  in  their  lives.  Compare  these  two  attitudes.  Which  do 
you  favor,  and  why? 


***** 


Sample 


New  experiences  can  be  enjoyable,  especially  if  they  involve  travel  to  places 
never  visited  before,  or  exciting  activities.  Sometimes  it  can  be  fun  just  to  get 
off  the  subway  at  a  randomly  chosen  station  and  see  what  is  in  that 
neighborhood.  One  may  discover  a  market,  store,  or  park  whose  existence 
one  had  never  suspected. 

Enjoying  such  experiences  now  and  then  is  one  thing,  but  seeking  them  out 
on  a  frequent  or  even  compulsive  basis  is  something  else  again.  Forever 
running  in  quest  of  new  experiences  is  a  sign  that  something  is  wrong  with 
an  individual.  The  person  is  never  satisfied  with  his  or  her  present 
environment  and  may  be  seeking  an  ideal  setting  that  does  not  exist. 


This  is  not  an  advisable  way  to  live.  Because  no  place  is  ever  ideal  in  all 
respects,  it  is  best  to  find  one  reasonably  suitable  spot,  settle  down,  and 
spend  most  of  one's  time  there.  An  endless  pursuit  of  the  new,  however,  is 
apt  to  become  nothing  more  than  an  exercise  in  disappointment,  as  each  new 
place  turns  out  to  have  its  drawbacks. 

This  same  principle  -  find  one  place  and  settle  there  -  applies  to  other 
activities  as  well.  Reading  a  wide  variety  of  books  can  be  enjoyable,  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  read  everything  on  the  shelves,  from  reference  books  to 
romance  novels.  It  is  better  to  become  familiar  with  a  few  enjoyable  and 
satisfying  things  than  to  flit  endlessly  from  topic  to  topic  or  place  to  place, 
never  satisfied  and  never  at  rest. 


TOEFL  Writing   219 


Type 


Compare  and  Prefer  Question    '"'   v     "I 

121.  Some  people  think  first  impressions  of  an  individual's  character 
are  usually  correct.  Other  people  hesitate  to  judge  a  person  on 
first  meeting  him  or  her,  because  they  think  first  impressions  are 
misleading.  Compare  these  two  options.  What  view  do  you 
support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


It  is  true  that  one's  first  encounter  with  a  person  reveals  much  about  that 
person,  such  as  his  or  her  level  of  education,  concern  for  grooming,  tastes  in 
clothing  and  food,  and  state  of  health.  Still,  it  is  a  mistake  to  judge  a  person 
entirely  on  the  basis  of  first  impressions,  because  such  impressions  are  only 
partial  and  therefore  may  be  misleading. 

For  example,  imagine  that  you  have  met  a  certain  man  for  the  first  time.  He 
is  very  tall  and  unattractive,  and  comes  from  a  remote,  rural  area.  Once 
described  as  "the  original  gorilla, "  he  has  had  less  than  a  year  of  schooling, 
suffers  from  depression,  has  failed  in  business,  and  has  been  defeated  in 
elections  for  public  office.  Would  such  a  man  ever  succeed?  He  did.  This  is 
Abraham  Lincoln,  16th  President  of  the  United  States. 

Consider  also  the  following  woman.  Shy  and  reclusive,  she  spends  most  of 
her  time  at  home,  and  in  fact  seldom  leaves  her  room.  Never  married,  she 
has  a  highly  active  imagination  and  spends  much  of  her  time  writing  poetry, 
but  only  six  of  her  poems  have  been  published  in  her  entire  lifetime.  This 
eccentric,  obscure  woman  was  Emily  Dickinson,  who  became  known  after 
her  death  as  one  of  America's  greatest  poets. 

Then  there  is  a  man  who  rose  from  humble  birth  to  become  extremely 
wealthy  and  powerful.  He  dresses  well,  enjoys  good  food  and  drink,  and  is  a 
patron  of  the  arts,  especially  opera.  His  name  is  Al  Capone.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  notorious  gangsters  in  U.S.  history. 

All  these  individuals  were  more  than  what  they  appeared  to  be.  That  is  why  it 
is  a  mistake  to  evaluate  a  person  entirely  on  the  basis  of  first  impressions. 
Appearance  may  differ  greatly  from  reality. 
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1 77.  Imagine  that  a  friend  of  yours  has  been  given  a  sum  of  money 
and  plans  to  spend  it  all  either  to  buy  an  automobile,  or  to  take  a 
vacation.  If  your  friend  asked  you  for  advice,  what  would  you 
say?  Compare  these  two  options  and  explain  which  one  you 
think  is  better  for  your  friend.  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

••••* 


Sample 


My  own  decision  would  most  likely  be  to  take  the  vacation.  A  vacation  could 
have  both  short-term  and  long-term  benefits.  Its  immediate  benefits  include 
relaxation  and  relief  from  stress.  There  are  interesting  places  to  visit  and 
beautiful  things  to  be  seen,  both  in  one's  own  country  and  abroad.  Tour 
packages  offered  by  travel  companies  can  make  foreign  travel  inexpensive, 
safe,  and  enjoyable.  Moreover,  while  abroad,  one  can  gather  information  and 
obtain  perspectives  which  may  be  available  nowhere  else. 


For  example,  my  own  travels  to  other  countries  have  shown  me  what  a 
pleasant  change  life  in  another  country  can  provide.  Seoul  is  safer  than 
Washington,  D.C.  -  so  much  safer,  indeed,  that  I  have  chosen  to  remain  in 
Seoul  for  the  time  being.  One  American  writer  I  know  visited  the  Canary 
Islands,  found  that  environment  much  more  agreeable  than  America,  and 
stayed  in  the  islands  for  an  extended  visit. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  car  could  be  used  for  years  and  would  provide 
convenience  of  movement  over  a  wide  area,  but  the  advantages  of  a  private 
car  would  be  limited.  Also,  driving  is  one  of  the  most  stressful  activities  in 
daily  life.  Add  to  these  consideradons  the  long-term  expenses  of  owning  and 
operating  a  car,  from  insurance  and  fuel  to  repairs  and  parking  fees,  and  to 
buy  a  car  does  not  appear  the  more  attracdve  option. 


Therefore,  I  would  recommend  investing  in  a  vacation  rather  than  in  a  new 
car.  A  trip  to  another  country  might  reveal  opportunities  one  has  never  even 
imagined.  Such  discoveries  would  supply  a  better  return  on  investment  than 
a  car,  and  the  travel  itself  would  be  enjoyable. 
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Never  appeared  yet 
Rarely  appear 
Occasionally  appear 
Often  appear 
Very  often  appear 
Almost  regularly  appear 
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006.  Imagine  that  you  could  change  one  important  thing  in  your 
hometown.  What  would  you  want  to  change?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  choice. 


Sample 


Many  people  think  my  hometown  is  nice.  They  see  a  quiet  little  town  by  the 
ocean,  and  say  they  would  like  to  live  there.  My  hometown  does  have 
advantages  that  only  a  small  town  can  possess.  There  is  a  sense  of 
community  here  that  one  does  not  find  in  big  cities. 

Still,  my  hometown  could  use  a  few  changes.  Like  many  small  towns,  it  has 
small,  narrowly  limited  interests  -  for  the  most  part,  making  money  quickly 
and  easily.  At  times,  everything  in  my  hometown  seems  devoted  to  making 
someone  rich,  or  rather  richer.  A  green  field  full  of  flowers  becomes  the  site  of 
an  office  building  or  restaurant.  A  beautiful  old  home  is  destroyed  to  make 
room  for  a  parking  lot.  And  so  on,  indefinitely. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  business  itself  is  evil,  nor  that  the  town  must  do 
without  development.  But  in  my  hometown,  "city  planning"  (when  planning 
occurs  at  all)  seems  to  be  merely  an  excuse  for  making  fast  money. 
Everything  in  sight  is  assigned  a  monetary  value.  Would  people  here  put  a 
price  on  the  sunrise  and  sell  it  piece  by  piece,  if  only  they  knew  how? 
Sometimes  I  think  they  would. 

This  mentality  is  what  I  would  change  about  my  hometown.  I  wish  there  were 
some  way  to  persuade  people  here  that  a  beautiful  view,  a  quaint  old  home, 
or  even  an  impressive  tree  can  have  a  value  beyond  a  sum  of  money.  Is  such 
an  attitude  a  luxury?  Not  at  all.  Our  town  is  small,  but  hardly  poor.  We  could 
afford  to  let  a  few  things  stand  undisturbed  merely  for  their  beauty  and 
historical  importance. 
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069.  Imagine  that  you  could  study  a  subject  that  you  have  nev€ 
studied  before.  Which  subject  would  you  choose,  and  why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


■&"&■&:&"& 


Sample 


My  education  was  deficient  in  mathematics.  When  young,  I  had  no  liking  for 
math.  I  studied  only  what  was  required  to  graduate  from  school.  Now,  I  wish 
I  had  learned  more  about  math.  Specifically,  I  wish  I  had  studied  higher 
mathematics,  because  so  much  about  it  now  seems  beautiful. 

Perhaps  most  of  all,  topology  -  the  study  of  objects'  shapes  -  fascinates  me 
now.  Maybe  I  am  just  naive,  but  it  seems  fascinating  to  think  that  a  coffee 
cup,  or  a  doughnut,  or  a  pair  of  eyeglasses  has  a  shape  with  a  mathematical 
description.  When  I  look  at  an  ordinary  object  like  an  apple  or  a  tea  bag,  I 
wonder  what  formula  a  topologist  would  use  to  describe  it. 

Another  wonderful  study  in  math  is  conies.  I  know  almost  nothing  about 
conies,  either.  All  I  know  is  that  it  describes  the  curves  generated  by  slicing  a 
cone  in  certain  ways.  When  I  see  a  sliced  carrot  at  a  restaurant,  I  think  of 
conies  and  wonder  how  it  would  describe  the  form  of  a  particular  slice. 

The  math  of  things  one  can  see  and  touch  and  feel  is  wonderful,  yet  a 
mystery  to  me.  Now  I  wish  I  had  taken  math  more  seriously  in  my  early  years 
and  learned  more  about  it.  Therefore,  if  I  had  the  opportunity  to  study  one 
more  time,  I  would  definitely  choose  mathematics. 
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086.  Imagine  that  you  could  travel  back  in  time  and  visit  some  place 
in  the  past.  Which  time  and  which  place  would  you  visit,  and 
why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


Sample 


If  I  could  go  back  in  time  to  visit  some  particular  place  and  era,  I  probably 
would  choose  New  York  City  in  the  1940s.  The  years  between  1940  and  1950 
were  a  very  attractive  time  for  New  York.  Visiting  New  York  in  that  decade 
might  be  a  very  pleasant  experience  for  many  reasons. 

For  example.  New  York  was  a  reasonably  safe  city  then.  The  average  citizen 
had  much  less  then  to  fear  from  crime  on  the  street.  A  dollar  bought  much 
more  then  than  it  does  now.  The  city  then  was,  in  large  part,  identical  to  the 
city  now.  The  street  layout  was  the  same,  and  most  of  the  familiar  tall 
buildings  were  already  constructed.  Moreover,  New  York's  intellectual, 
literary,  and  cultural  life  was  at  its  peak  then. 

Of  course,  many  conveniences  of  modem  life  were  unavailable  in  New  York 
during  the  1940s.  Banks  had  no  automatic  teller  machines.  There  was  no 
evening  news  to  watch  on  television,  because  TV  networks  had  not  arisen  yet. 
Air  conditioning  was  relatively  rare,  and  so  the  city's  hot,  humid  summers 
could  be  oppressive.  There  was  no  Internet.  There  were  no  personal 
computers,  either.  The  word/Netizen"  would  have  been  meaningless. 

Nonetheless,  New  York  was  a  vibrant,  fascinating  place  in  the  1940s,  and  I 
would  gladfy  give  up  many  modem  conveniences,  at  least  for  a  while,  in  order 
to  visit  it  at  that  time. 
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089.  Imagine  that  you  could  travel  back  in  time  and  meet  soi 
famous  person  in  history.  Whom  would  you  like  to  meet?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


Sample 


Literature  is  full  of  mysteries.  For  example,  how  did  Mark  Twain  emerge  so 
suddenly  as  a  brilliant  writer?  It  has  been  suggested  that  he  had  help,  so  to 
speak,  from  some  other  author;  but  from  whom?  Perhaps  the  biggest  mystery 
of  literature  to  me,  however,  is  who  really  wrote  Shakespeare's  plays.  For  that 
reason,  I  would  like  to  interview  Shakespeare  and  ask  him  about  the  origins 
of  his  work. 

The  first  question  I  would  ask  Shakespeare  might  be,  "How  could  any  one 
person  have  all  the  learning  shown  in  your  plays?"  Another  question  might 
be,  "Isn't  there  strong  evidence  that  Francis  Bacon  had  a  hand  in  at  least 
some  of  your  writings?"  If  such  a  conversation  were  possible,  how  would 
Shakespeare  respond  to  those  questions?  Would  he  become  angry?  Would  he 
explain  patiently?  Would  he  be  amused?  It  is  interesting  to  speculate, 
because  we  know  so  little  about  Shakespeare  himself. 

Of  course,  no  conversation  like  this  will  ever  occur,  unless  time  travel 
becomes  possible  someday.  What  is  more,  only  Shakespeare  himself  could 
clear  up  this  mystery  about  his  work.  In  any  case,  imagining  a  talk  with 
Shakespeare  is  almost  as  entertaining  as  reading  his  plays. 
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090.  Imagine  that  you  could  meet  a  famous  athlete  or  entertainer. 
Who  would  you  like  most  to  meet,  and  why?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


ititliiti? 


Sample 


The  athlete  I  would  most  like  to  meet  would  be  the  late  baseball  player  Babe 
Ruth.  His  name  is  still  synonymous  with  baseball,  partly  becruse  he  was  the 
first  "superstar"  player.  Ruth  was  an  original  in  many  ways,  a  trailblazer  who 
broke  the  rules  and  created  a  model  for  later  star  athletes  to  follow. 
Countless  mysteries  surround  any  such  famous  figure.  Despite  the  fact  that 
Ruth  has  been  dead  for  many  years,  I  sometimes  wish  there  were  a  chance  to 
ask  him  a  few  questions. 

For  example,  who  really  made  Ruth  a  media  superstar?  Did  his  stardom  just 
"happen,"  with  no  particular  planning,  or  did  someone  guide  Ruth  to  fame 
through  careful  publicity?  Did  he  become  famous  merely  because  he  came 
along  at  the  right  time,  when  sports  fans  were  seeking  a  new  hero?  Also, 
Ruth  was  a  hero  and  role  model  to  a  generation  of  young  Americans.  The 
whole  country  watched  his  every  move.  Did  he  feel  uncomfortable  with  fame, 
or  was  he  indifferent  to  it?  It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  Ruth's  own 
responses  to  these  questions. 

What  is  more,  Ruth's  early  life  is  something  of  a  mystery.  There  are  some 
unresolved  questions  about  his  ancestry.  Where  exactly  did  he  come  from? 
We  know  he  grew  up  in  Baltimore,  but  many  puzzles  surround  his  origins 
and  his  early  years.  How  did  a  newborn  baby  like  any  other  grow  up  to  be  the 
Babe?  If  it  were  possible,  an  interview  with  Babe  Ruth  might  clear  up  some  of 
these  riddles. 
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091.  Imagine  that  you  could  ask  a  famous  person  one  particular 
question.  Which  question  would  you  ask,  and  why?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 


itisisitix 


Sample 


There  are  many  questions  one  might  ask  a  famous  person.  One  might  ask  a 
famous  actress  which  role  she  enjoyed  playing  most.  One  also  might  ask  a 
famous  author  which  of  his  books  he  likes  best,  and  why.  There  is,  however, 
a  question  that  one  could  ask  any  famous  person  and  get  an  interesting 
response.  That  question  is:  "Who  influenced  you  most?" 

In  most  cases,  I  think  the  answer  would  be  that  famous  person's  father  or 
mother.  This  is  because  father  and  mother  are  probably  the  greatest 
influences  on  everyone's  life.  Many  famous  men  had  famous  fathers  and  grew 
up  trying  to  be  like  them.  Even  if  the  father  was  not  famous,  he  may  have 
had  some  remarkable  qualities  that  his  son  became  great  by  imitating. 

Hannibal,  the  great  general  who  almost  conquered  Rome,  is  a  good  example. 
Hannibal's  father  set  him  on  the  path  to  greatness.  The  same  goes  for 
mothers.  A  wise,  loving  mother  may  give  both  her  daughters  and  her  sons 
the  makings  of  future  greatness.  She  may  teacn  them  how  success  depends 
on  self-restraint,  learning,  hard  work,  and  sacrifice. 

Therefore,  behind  every  great  person,  there  are  probably  two  other  great 
people:  that  person's  parents.  Chances  are  that  they  showed  him  or  her,  at 
an  early  age,  the  right  way  to  go.  Many  a  celebrity,  then,  would  be  likely  to 
say:  "My  parents  made  me  what  I  am." 
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098.  Imagine  that  you  could  send  to  an  international  exhibition  one 
thing  that  represents  your  country.  What  would  you  send,  and 
why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 


tiizittit; 


Sample 


Arguably,  the  best  thing  to  represent  my  country  would  be  a  display  about 
my  hometown.  The  city  where  I  was  bom  and  raised  reflects,  in  almost  every 
aspect  the  history  of  my  nation.  Simply  by  looking  at  my  hometown,  one  can 
tell  much  about  the  country  to  which  the  town  belongs. 

The  city  is  Hampton,  Virginia.  Located  at  the  entrance  to  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Hampton  claims  to  be  the  oldest  continuous  English-speaking  settlement  in 
America.  Founded  in  1610,  Hampton  was  part  of  America  almost  200  years 
before  the  United  States  even  existed  as  a  nation. 

Since  its  founding,  Hampton  has  been  a  trading  center,  a  landfall,  and  even  a 
battleground.  Destroyed  at  least  once  by  fire,  attacked  by  the  British  during 
Virginia's  colonial  era.  battered  by  fierce  tropical  storms,  and  ravaged  by  the 
War  Between  the  States,  Hampton  survived  nonetheless,  and  always 
managed  to  recover  from  its  sufferings  and  losses. 

Though  small  and  less  than  spectacular,  Hampton  has  endured,  grown, 
adapted,  and  prospered.  Whatever  America  has  been,  so  has  Hampton. 
Hampton  has  been  part  of  a  British  colony,  the  newly  independent  United 
States,  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  the  United  States  again  after 
the  war  of  1861  to  1865. 

In  short,  Hampton  has  never  had  the  glamour  of  New  York,  nor  the  power  of 
Washington;  but  from  America's  very  beginning,  Hampton  has  been  there  all 
the  same,  both  shaping  and  shaped  by  the  nation's  history,  and  providing,  in 
a  single  community,  a  living  record  of  America. 
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132.  Imagine  that  you  could  invent  a  new  device  or  product,  what 
would  you  invent?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain 
why  this  product  is  important. 

•  ##*# 


Looking  at  air  pollution  over  cities,  I  imagine  one  valuable  invention  would  be 
an  inexpensive,  reliable,  and  sample  system  for  powering  vehicles  with 
hydrogen  fuel.  Extracted  from  water  and  burned  as  a  gas  mixed  with  air,  as 
we  now  bum  gasoline  vapor  in  internal  combustion  engines,  hydrogen  might 
effectively  replace  gasoline  and  other  petroleum-based  fuels  for  many 
applications.  Burning  hydrogen  instead  of  gasoline  would  relieve  pollution 
and  have  other  advantages  as  well. 

One  advantage  would  be  an  essentially  inexhaustible  fuel  supply.  Hydrogen 
is  available  everywhere,  in  water.  When  the  hydrogen  atoms  in  water  are 
separated  from  their  companion  atom  of  oxygen,  then  burned,  clean  and 
harmless  water  is  the  only  combustion  product.  Instead  of  using  up  a  non- 
renewable resource,  as  when  burning  petroleum,  we  would  simply  "borrow"  a 
renewable  resource  -  hydrogen  -  from  the  water  cycle  briefly,  then  return  it 
unchanged. 

Also,  hydrogen  is  a  powerful  fuel.  It  delivers  a  great  amount  of  energy  per 
unit  of  weight.  If  some  safe  way  could  be  developed  to  store  hydrogen  in  large 
amounts  and  transfer  it  safely  to  individual  vehicles,  then  the  world  would 
have  what  it  has  sought  for  so  long:  a  highly  energetic,  effective,  abundant, 
and  pollution-free  fuel. 

Of  course,  many  obstacles  would  have  to  be  addressed  before  such 
technology  could  be  made  both  practical  and  widespread.  Storing  hydrogen 
in  liquid  form  would  require  effective  and  reliable  insulation  which  is  not 
needed  with  ordinary  gasoline.  All  the  same,  our  civilization  has  spent 
tremendous  sums  to  build  and  maintain  an  energy  infrastructure  based  on 
highly  polluting  and  dangerous  energy  sources.  In  the  long  run,  might  not 
such  money  be  better  spent  on  hydrogen  than  on  petroleum  and  nuclear 
power? 
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141.  magine  that  you  could  make  one  big  change  in  a  school  that  you 
attended.  What  would  that  change  be?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 


•  ft*** 

■■MBaaaa 


Sample 


If  I  had  to  make  one  recommendation  to  change  the  university  I  attended,  it 
would  probably  be  to  de-emphasize  or  eliminate  the  school's  athletic 
programs.  The  school  must  decide  whether  it  henceforth  will  be  a  genuine 
university,  or  merely  a  state-subsidized  training  ground  for  athletes. 

When  I  attended  this  university,  criticism  of  its  athletic  department's 
tremendous  influence  might  make  a  student  subject  to  harassment.  One 
student  journalist  who  dared  to  criticize  the  athletic  department  openly  came 
home  one  day  to  find  that  his  mailbox  had  been  set  on  fire.  On  another 
occasion,  while  driving  near  the  university's  huge  basketball  arena,  he  was 
followed  by  an  unidentified  individual  in  another  car.  When  he  maneuvered 
his  car  in  behind  the  other  vehicle  at  a  parking  lot,  the  mysterious  driver  - 
who  clearly  was  unprepared  for  such  a  response  -  sped  away,  through  a  red 
light,  in  the  direction  of  the  arena. 

Also,  there  was  a  perception  at  the  university  that  one  set  of  rules  governed 
the  behavior  of  all  other  students,  whereas  another  and  much  more  lenient 
code  of  conduct  (in  effect,  no  code  at  all)  was  applied  to  athletes.  A  notorious 
illustration  of  this  double  standard  was  reported  some  years  after  I 
graduated.  A  basketball  player  was  accused  of  an  offense  which  could  have 
resulted  in  his  permanent  expulsion  from  the  university.  When  the  charge 
against  him  was  dismissed,  I  considered  returning  my  diploma  to  the 
university  in  protest. 

At  home,  I  do  not  display  my  university  degree,  partly  because  I  no  longer 
consider  it  a  particular  distinction.  Does  this  institution  exist  to  support 
higher  education,  or  a  collection  of  athletic  teams?  My  recommendation  is 
that  the  school  decide  where  its  mission  really  resides. 
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149.  If  you  were  given  some  land  to  use  as  you  desire,  then  how 
would  you  use  it?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 


•  ••** 


Sample 


If  someone  gave  me  land  to  use  as  I  saw  fit  then  I  might  leave  it  untouched, 
for  the  benefit  of  wildlife.  There  certainly  are  worse  uses  for  land  than  to  serve 
as  a  wildlife  sanctuary. 

Left  undisturbed,  even  a  small  piece  of  land  may  provide  a  valuable  shelter 
for  thousands  of  species,  from  squirrels  to  insects.  A  few  hectares  of  woods 
may  be  home  to  a  wide  range  of  animals  and  plants.  Even  seemingly  barren 
land  may  be  full  of  life,  just  below  the  surface. 

If  a  few  hundred  landowners  followed  this  practice,  the  benefits  for  wildlife 
might  be  spectacular.  Leaving  small,  widely  separated  pieces  of  land 
undeveloped,  for  the  sake  of  wildlife,  may  benefit  animals  more  than  setting 
aside  large  areas  as  refuges. 

In  the  U.S.,  for  example,  public  policy  has  been  to  establish  large  refuges  for 
wildlife.  Yet,  there  is  considerable  evidence  that  a  large  number  of  small 
refuges,  in  a  variety  of  environments,  can  preserve  more  species  than  a  single 
large  refuge  can. 

My  decision,  then,  would  probably  be  to  leave  the  land  undeveloped,  and  to 
encourage  other  landowners  to  do  the  same.  A  few  hundred  songbirds  might 
be  worth  more  than  another  apartment  building. 
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156.  If  you  have  an  opportunity  to  spend  two  weeks  in  a  foreign 
country,  which  country  would  you  choose  to  visit,  and  why?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  choice. 


•  ••ttrt 


Sample 


One  place  I  would  like  to  visit  is  eastern  Canada,  especially  its  Maritime 
provinces:  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Labrador  and 
Newfoundland.  Since  an  early  age,  when  I  read  about  the  Maritimes,  I  have 
longed  to  travel  there  but  have  never  had  the  opportunity. 

One  reason  for  my  wish  to  visit  the  Maritimes  is  that  they  resemble  New 
England,  one  of  my  favorite  parts  of  the  United  States.  They  have  much  the 
same  climate,  though  slightly  cooler  than  New  England's,  and  have  the  added 
advantage  of  a  much  lower  population  density.  The  Maritimes  are  attractive, 
comfortable,  and  uncrowded.  The  natural  beauty  of  the  Maritimes  is  another 
good  reason  to  visit  them. 

The  Maritimes  have  a  subdued  but  still  impressive  beauty,  compounded  of 
gray  rock,  blue-gray  sea,  dark  green  trees,  and  white  surf.  Under  a  clear  sky, 
I  imagine  there  is  no  more  attractive  place  on  earth.  Besides,  I  have  never 
seen  an  iceberg,  and  would  like  to  see  one.  Friends  from  Canada  tell  me  one 
can  sit  on  the  shore  in  spring  and  watch  icebergs  drift  by  like  floating  castles. 
That  would  be  a  marvelous  sight. 

At  one  point  on  the  Labrador  coast,  I  understand,  legend  has  it  that  a  bear 
was  turned  to  stone  as  it  charged  at  a  group  of  women  on  the  shore.  Now,  the 
story  goes,  the  petrified  bear  still  stands  there,  frozen  in  mid-attack.  I  do  not 
believe  the  story  is  true,  but  the  rock  formation  must  be  impressive 
nonetheless.  In  the  Maritimes,  that  is  only  one  of  perhaps  a  hundred  places  I 
would  like  to  see.  Seeing  even  a  few  of  them  would  make  me  happy. 
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171.  Imagine  that  you  must  be  away  from  home  for  one  year  on 
travel.  Besides  clothing  and  other  essential  items,  you  can  take 
one  extra  thing  with  you.  What  would  that  thing  be?  Why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  choice. 


•••** 


Sample 


One  good  choice  for  the  "additional  tiling"  to  take  on  a  year-long  trip  is  an 
annotated  edition  of  Shakespeare's  plays.  A  year  would  provide  enough  time 
to  read  at  least  several  of  the  plays  in  depth  and  try  to  discern  what  they 
reveal  about  Shakespeare  himself.  Many  mysteries  surround  Shakespeare 
the  man,  and  his  plays  are  one  place  to  look  for  answers. 

What,  for  example,  were  Shakespeare's  religious  beliefs?  We  are  not  sure, 
and  the  plays  are  ambiguous  on  this  point.  There  are  indications  that 
Shakespeare  believed  in  an  afterlife,  because  some  of  his  characters  -  notably 
the  ghosts  of  Caesar  and  of  Hamlet's  father  -  return  from  beyond  the  grave 
for  conversations  with  the  living.  Shakespeare's  work  contains  hints  of 
Roman  Catholic  beliefs,  yet  no  conclusive  evidence  for  them. 

Likewise,  it  is  interesting  to  speculate  about  Shakespeare's  political 
convictions,  if  indeed  he  had  any.  Is  Julius  Caesar,  for  example,  an  anti- 
monarchist  drama?  One  might  just  as  easily  call  it  an  anti-revolutionary 
work.  There  is  no  question  that  a  monarch  perceived  as  a  tyrant  is  murdered 
in  the  play;  yet  Brutus  and  his  co-conspirator  Cassius  scarcely  emerge  as 
heroic  figures.  What  exactly  was  Shakespeare  trying  to  say  in  Julius  Caesar? 
That  question  could  be  debated  endlessly,  because  the  play  does  not  fit  into 
any  clear  category  except  "tragedy." 

Perhaps  the  greatest  reward  of  reading  Shakespeare  is  that  he  introduces  the 
reader  to  so  many  fascinating  people,  from  the  sinister  Richard  III  to  the 
complex  and  unforgettable  Falstaff.  Even  the  stage  directions  can  be 
intriguing,  such  as  one  from  The  Winter's  Tale:  "Exit,  pursued  by  a  bear." 
Why  a  bear?  Where  did  the  bear  come  from?  This  is  just  a  sample  of  the 
entertainment  Shakespeare  can  provide  on  a  year's  journey. 
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176.  People  observe  holidays  to  honor  certain  events  or  personi 
Imagine  you  could  invent  a  new  holiday.  Which  event  or  person 
would  it  honor,  and  how  would  you  like  to  have  people  observe 
the  holiday?  Use  specific  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

••••* 


Sample 


The  opportunity  exists  for  an  interesting  experiment.  What  if  one  invented  a 
new  holiday  based  on  a  completely  fictitious  event  or  person,  advertised  it, 
and  waited  to  see  how  many  people  will  observe  a  holiday  merely  because 
they  have  been  invited  to  do  so?  It  would  be  instructive  to  see  how  many 
people  would  observe  the  so-called  holiday  without  knowing  the  entire 
occasion  was  a  hoax. 

The  holiday  might  be,  for  example,  "Wurstwerper  Day."  (The  name  means 
"sausage-thrower"  In  German.)  The  date  would  be  arbitrary.  For  a  modest 
sum,  one  could  advertise  "Wurstwerper  Day"  in  local  publications  and  send 
out  press  releases  to  the  media,  emphasizing  the  importance  of  the  day  but 
never  explaining  exactly  who  or  what  "Wurstwerper"  is  or  was,  nor  how  a 
holiday  came  to  be  named  for  it,  him,  or  her. 

To  gauge  response  to  this  campaign,  one  might  ask  observers  of  the  holiday 
to  do  something  easily  monitored  but  harmless,  such  as  placing  an  orange  in 
ones  front  window.  A  slogan  such  as  "Hang  out  an  orange  on  Wurstwerper 
Day"  might  work.  On  the  given  day,  travel  around  the  community  and  count 
the  number  of  oranges  in  the  front  windows  of  homes  and  apartments.  The 
resulting  figures  would  indicate  how  successful  the  "Wurstwerper  Day" 
campaign  was. 

Let's  sum  up  the  idea  here.  This  experiment  may  seem  frivolous,  but  it  could 
provide  the  basis  for  a  research  project  in  sociology,  and  possibly  even  for  a 
master's  thesis.  At  the  very  least,  the  "holiday"  observance  would  do  no 
harm,  and  might  reveal  how  many  people  will  use  any  conceivable  excuse  for 
a  holiday. 
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lopic  Categories 


#■&■&■&•&  Never  appeared  yet 

*■&•&■&■&  Rarely  appear 

**■&"&-£■  Occasionally  appear 

***■&•&  Often  appear 

****■&  Very  often  appear 

*****  Almost  regularly  appear 


Type  1  Agree  or  Disagree  Question 

Type  2  Choose  and  Defend  a  Point  of  View  Question 

Type  3  Explain  Reasons,  Causes,  or  Results  Question 

Type  4  Compare  and  Prefer  Question 

Type  5  If  Question 


No  & 
Freauencv                    AUstof  185  Essay  Topics                   Category    Page       DteMbutton 

001 

People  rave  many  different  reasons  for  attending  college 
or  university:  for  example,  to  advance  their  careers  or 
acquire  specialized  knowtedge.  What  reasons  do  you  think 
people  have  for  attending  college  or  university?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  156 

•   •  • 

Parents  make  the  best  teachers.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  42 

002 

*•*#* 

003 

Food  today  is  much  easier  to  prepare  than  it  used  to  be. 
Do  we  live  better  because  of  that  change?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  157 

004 

There  is  a  saying,  "Not  al  knowledge  is  found  in  books." 
Compare  and  contrast  knowledge  acquired  from  books 
with  knowledge  acquired  from  experience.  Which  do  you 
consider  more  important,  and  why? 

Type  4 

p.  208 

Imaghe  that  a  company  plans  to  buld  a  big  factory  ii  your 
town.  Discuss  how  the  factory  might  improve  or  harm  your 
community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  the  plan  to  buid  the 
factory?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support 
your  position. 

Typel 

p.  43 

005 
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006 

Imagine  that  you  could  change  one  important  thing  in  your 
hometown.  What  would  you  wantto  change?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  choice. 

Type  5 

p.  224 

How  do  television  and  motion  pictures  affect  our  behavior? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  158 

007 

***#■& 
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Some  people  say  television  has  left  family  members 
unable  to  communicate  with  one  another.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  44 

008 

**•■&•& 

Some  people  prefer  to  live  in  big  cities,  whereas  other 
people  enjoy  living  in  small  towns.  In  which  place  would 
you  prefer  to  five?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  102 

009 

***-&"& 

"Success  is  due  only  to  hard  work.  Luck  does  not  make  a 
person  successful  or  unsuccessful.''  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  opinion?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  45 

010 

#••#* 

•    • 

Universities  should  provide  as  much  money  for  sports 
programs  as  fa  their  libraries.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  view?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  46 

Oil 

•••££ 

When  many  people  visit  a  new  place,  they  stop  at  a 
museum  there.  Why  do  you  imagine  people  stop  at 
museums?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  159 

012 

irirww'H' 

Some  people  prefer  to  prepare  and  eat  meals  at  home. 
Other  people  would  rather  eat  at  a  food  stand  or  restaurant. 
Which  place  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  103 

013 

••••ft 

•   • 

Some  people  think  that  university  students  should  not  be 
required  to  attend  classes.  Other  people  think  attendance 
should  be  required.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  104 

014 

Neighbors  are  the  people  who  live  dosest  to  us.  What  are 
the  qualities  that  you  think  make  a  person  a  good 
neighbor?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  160 

015 
••••ft 

016 

ftftftftft 

There  is  a  proposal  to  build  a  new  restaurant  in  your 
neighborhood.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  proposal?  Why? 
Use  specfic  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.47 
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017 

Some  people  prefer  learning  from  a  teacher,  whereas 
other  people  prefer  to  learn  by  themselves.  Which  method 
do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
in  your  explanation. 

Type  2 

p.  105 

What  quaKes  do  you  think  make  a  person  a  good  boss  or 
supervisor?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  in  your 
explanation. 

Type  3 

p.  161 

018 

*••*£ 

019 

Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  more  money  to 
improve  highways  and  roads,  or  to  improve  public 
transportations  such  as  buses,  subways,  and  trains?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  162 

The  country  is  a  better  place  for  children  to  grow  up  than  a 
large  ciy  is.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  48 

020 

•••fctf 

As  a  rule,  people  live  longer  now  than  they  used  to.  Why 
do  you  think  this  is  happening?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  163 

021 

••#*£ 

On  the  job,  we  work  with  various  kinds  of  people.  These 
people  are  our  co-workers.  What  do  you  think  are  good 
qualfies  for  a  co-worker  to  have?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  164 

022 

TTITKirW 

Teenagers  in  some  nations  work  at  jobs  while  they  are  still 
in  school.  Do  you  think  i  is  a  good  idea  for  students  to  have 
jobs?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  165 

023 

••*-&■& 

Someone  you  know  plans  to  move  to  your  community. 
What  do  you  think  that  person  would  find  pleasant  or 
unpleasant  about  your  community?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  166 

024 

•••#* 

•   «   •   • 

Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  buld  a  big  shopping  center  in 
your  community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this  plan?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 

Typel 

p.  49 

025 

*•••* 
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026 

Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  buid  a  new  motion  picture 
theater  in  your  community.  Do  you  favor  or  oppose  this 
plan?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support 
your  option. 

Typel 

p.  50 

027 

Some  people  think  we  sometimes  should  do  things  that  we 
do  rot  like.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  51 

028 

Some  people  say  that  famous  people  like  movie  stars  get 
too  much  attention  from  the  media  -television,  radio, 
magazines,  and  newspapers.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  opinion?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  52 

Some  people  say  we  humans  are  harming  the  Earth 
through  our  activities,  but  other  people  say  we  are 
improving  the  quality  of  life  on  our  planet  Which  opinion  do 
you  agree  with?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  106 

029 

••••fr-fr 

Imagine  that  there  is  a  plan  to  build  a  new  high  school  in 
your  neighborhood.  Would  you  favor  or  oppose  building 
the  new  school?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  53 

030 

••£££ 

031 

Would  you  rather  spend  your  wrote  life  in  one  place,  or 
move  now  and  then  to  find  a  better  job,  home,  or 
community?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  107 

• 

032 

Some  people  think  1  is  better  to  save  money  for  use  at 
some  future  date.  Other  people  prefer  to  spend  and  enjoy 
money  as  they  earn  it  Which  plan  do  you  think  is  better? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  108 

Imagine  that  someone  has  given  you  some  money  as  a 
gift  With  the  money,  you  could  either  buy  an  attractive 
piece  of  jewelry  or  go  to  a  concert  Which  do  you  think  is  a 
better  use  of  the  money?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  109 

033 

***** 

•   • 
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Employees  of  businesses  should  be  hired  for  their  whole 
lives  when  they  get  jobs.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  opinion. 

Typel 

p.  54 

034 

•••££ 

Some  people  think  attending  live  performances  (of 
concerts,  plays,  footbal  games,  et  cetera)  is  better  than 
watchrig  those  events  on  television.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  55 

035 

*•••& 

[New] 

•   •   • 

036 

LcxDkatthelistctfthefofiovving  kindsoftransportation: 
airplanes,  automobies,  or  bcydes.  Pick  one  of  those 
vehicles  and  descnbe  how  you  think  it  has  changed  our 
lives.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  3 

p.  167 

037 

Some  people  say  that  al  progress  is  desirable.  Do  you 
agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  55 

038 

People  in  the  present  can  benefit  from  studying  the  past 
Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  57 

039 

Do  you  agree  that  technology  helps  students  learn  more 
information,  more  quickly,  than  ever  before,  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  58 

040 

When  people  say,  "Never  quit,"  they  mean  we  should 
always  keep  working  toward  our  goals.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  aid 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  59 

041 

Many  people  think  it  is  more  important  to  preserve  land  for 
endangered  animals  than  to  use  land  for  people's  needs, 
such  as  farming,  homes,  and  factories.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  60 
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042 

A  successful  person  in  our  modem  world  needs  many 
skills.  Which  skill  do  you  think  is  most  important  to 
success?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  168 

043 

Some  people  enjoy  dangerous  activities  such  as 
hazardous  sports.  Why  do  you  think  those  people  like  such 
activities?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explah 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  169 

044 

Some  people  prefer  to  travel  alone  when  they  take  a  trip. 
Other  people  prefer  to  travel  with  companions.  Which  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  110 

045 

Do  you  prefer  to  get  up  early  in  the  day  to  begin  work,  or 
would  you  rather  get  up  later  in  the  day  and  work  until  late 
in  the  evening?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  111 

046 

What  quafities  do  you  think  one  needs  to  be  a  good 
daughter  or  son?  Do  you  think  those  qualities  are  different 
now  in  your  society  than  they  used  to  be,  or  are  they  still  the 
same  as  always?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  170 

047 

Which  would  you  rather  work  for  a  large  company,  or  a 
small  company?  Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  112 

a 

048 
■ft  •&•&■&  ft 

People  work  because  they  must  make  money  to  live.  That 
b  one  reason  why  people  work.  What  other  reasons  do 
people  have  for  working?  Discuss  at  least  one  of  those 
reasons.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  171 

049 

Communicating  wfth  other  people  in  person,  face  to  face,  is 
better  than  communicating  with  them  by  telephone,  letters, 
or  e-mail.  Do  you  agree  with  that  statement,  or  not?  Why? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  61 
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050 

Some  people  Ike  to  try  new  actrvBes,  even  if  doing  so  is 
risky.  Other  people  prefer  to  do  things  they  already  know 
how  to  do.  Which  do  you  think  is  better?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  113 

051 

Some  people  thhk  one  must  make  changes  and  take  risks 
to  succeed  in  one's  life  and  career.  Other  people  say  that 
making  plans  slowly  and  carefuHy  is  the  way  to  be 
successful.  Which  do  you  think  is  the  better  route  to 
success?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explari 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  114 

052 

How  would  you  change  your  hometown  to  make  it  more 
attractive  to  people  of  your  own  age?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  172 

053 
fttrtttrto 

Some  people  say  how  much  money  one  makes  is  the 
most  important  thing  about  a  job.  Do  you  agree,  or  not? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  62 

054 

Some  people  say  one  should  never  judge  a  person  by  the 
way  he  or  she  looks  on  the  outside.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  63 

055 

Many  people  think  one  should  never  make  a  big  decision 
al  by  oneself.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  64 

056 

■ft  #  iz  ■&  -fr 

A  company  plans  to  give  money  to  either  improve  the 
envronmert  or  promote  the  arts.  Which  plan  do  you  think 
is  the  better  use  for  the  money?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  115 

057 

Movies  have  dtfferent  purposes.  Some  are  just 
entertainment,  meant  to  amuse  the  audience.  Other 
movies  are  more  serious  and  try  to  make  the  audience 
think  about  something.  Which  kind  of  movie  do  you  Ike 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  116 
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058 

Some  people  think  business  should  do  anything  1  can  to 
make  money.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  65 

059 

Some  people  always  seem  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  go 
somewhere  or  do  something.  Other  people  take  life  more 
slowly  and  take  more  time  to  do  things.  Which  attitude  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  117 

060 

It  is  said  that  games  are  equally  important  for  chWren  and 
for  adults.  Do  you  agree  with  that  viewpoint,  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  66 

061 

Some  people  think  that  parents  or  other  grown  relatives 
should  make  major  decisions  on  behalf  of  their  teenaged 
children  aged  15  to  18.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
view?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  67 

062 

•ft -fr -&■&"& 

[New] 

Would  you  prefer  a  friend  who  is  dependable,  someone 
who  is  very  intelligent,  or  someone  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor?  Which  of  these  qualities,  in  your  opinion,  is  most 
important  in  a  friend?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  173 

063 
[New] 

We  have  many  experiences  that  seem  unpleasant  at  the 
time  but  actually  help  prepare  us  for  the  future.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  68 

064 
[New] 

Sonne  people  prefer  to  work  at  a  job  for  an  employer, 
whereas  other  people  would  rather  work  for  themselves  or 
own  their  own  businesses.  Which  do  you  think  is  best  to 
own  a  business,  to  work  for  yourself,  or  to  have  a  job  for  an 
employer?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  118 

065 
[New] 

A  city  can  preserve  old,  historically  important  buildings  or 
tear  them  down  and  put  up  new  buildings.  Which  policy  do 
you  think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  119 
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066 
[New] 

Classmates  do  more  than  parents  to  influence  children's 
performance  in  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that 
statement?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  69 

067 
[New] 

Imagine  you  are  an  employer.  Which  kind  of  employee 
would  you  rather  hire:  a  beginning  worker  who  will  work  for 
a  low  salary,  or  an  experienced  worker  who  requires  a 
higher  salary?  Which  would  you  prefer?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  120 

068 
[New] 

Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  teachers  to  assign 
homework  for  students  every  day?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  174 

069 
[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  study  a  subject  that  you  have  never 
studied  before.  Which  subject  would  you  choose,  and 
why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  5 

p.  225 

070 
[New] 

Many  people  think  automobiles  have  caused  major 
problems  for  us,  but  other  people  think  automobiles  have 
made  our  lives  better.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  121 

071 
[New] 

Which  would  you  prefer  a  job  with  a  high  salary  and  long 
hours  that  keeps  you  away  from  friends  and  family,  or  a  job 
with  a  lower  salary  that  gives  you  more  time  with  family  and 
friends?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  preference. 

Type  2 

p.  122 

072 
[New] 

Giving  grades  (or  marks)  or  schcdwork  gives  students  a 
motive  to  study  and  learn.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  70 

073 

trtcfrtrti 

[New] 

Some  people  say  that  computers  have  made  ife  more 
difficult  and  complicated.  Other  people  thnk  that  computers 
make  our  lives  easier,  safer,  and  less  troublesome.  Which 
view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  123 
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074 
[New] 

Travel  is  most  enjoyable  when  you  are  in  a  group 
conducted  by  a  tour  guide.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  71 

•• 

075 

■ft  ■&■&■& -fr 
[New] 

Some  universities  make  students  specialize  in  a  single 
subject  Other  universities  make  students  take  courses  in 
many  different  subjects.  Which  policy  do  you  think  is 
better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  124 

076 
[New] 

Children  should  begin  studying  a  foreign  language  as  soon 
as  they  begin  going  to  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  that  policy?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  72 

077 
[New] 

There  should  be  separate  schools  for  girts  and  for  boys.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  viewpoint?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  73 

078 
[New] 

Which  do  you  consider  more  important  to  be  able  to  work 
on  your  own ,  or  to  be  able  to  work  as  part  of  a  team?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  125 

079 
[New] 

Your  city  plans  to  buid  a  monument  to  a  famous  person 
from  your  country.  Whom  would  you  select?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  126 

080 
[New] 

Which  custom  from  your  country  do  you  think  people  in 
other  countries  should  adopt?  Select  a  custom,  and  use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  175 

081 
[New] 

Some  people  say  technology  has  improved  our  world.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  74 

082 
[New] 

Advertising  reveals  much  about  a  country.  Do  you  agree 
with  that  opinion,  or  not?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  75 
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083 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

Some  people  think  technology  is  giving  the  world  a  single, 
uniform  culture.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  wrth  that 
viewpoint?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  76 

084 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

People  have  different  opinions  about  the  Internet  Some 
people  say  that  the  Internet  gives  us  much  valuable 
information.  Other  people  believe  that  having  so  much 
information  causes  problems.  Which  opinion  do  you 
support?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  127 

085 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

[New] 

Someone  from  another  country  has  only  a  single  day  to 
visit  your  country.  Where  do  you  recommend  the  visitor 
should  go  for  that  day,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  176 

086 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  travel  back  in  time  and  visit  some 
place  in  the  past  Which  time  and  which  place  would  you 
visit  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  226 

087 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

There  have  been  many  discoveries  in  the  past  1 00  years. 
In  your  opinion,  which  discovery  has  done  the  most  to  help 
your  country?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  177 

088 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

Some  people  think  that  because  of  email  and  telephones, 
communication  among  people  is  less  personal  now  than  t 
used  to  be.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  77 

089 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  travel  back  in  time  and  meet  some 
famous  person  in  history.  Whom  would  you  Ike  to  meet? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  5 

p.  227 

090 

ftftftftft 

[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  meet  a  famous  athlete  or  entertainer. 
Who  would  you  Ike  most  to  meet  and  why?  Use  speciic 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  228 
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091 
[New] 

Imagine  that  you  could  ask  a  famous  person  one  particular 
question.  Which  question  would  you  ask,  and  why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  229 

092 
[New] 

In  which  place  would  you  rather  live:  one  with  the  same 
weather  or  climate  al  the  year,  or  one  with  weather  that 
changes  from  season  to  season?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  128 

093 
[New] 

Students  at  many  schools  and  universities  must  live  with 
roommates.  Which  qualMes  do  you  think  a  good 
roommate  should  have?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  178 

094 
[New] 

Some  people  say  that  dancing  is  an  important  part  of  a 
culture.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  78 

Some  people  think  governments  should  spend  large 
amounts  of  money  to  explore  outer  space.  Other  people 
think  that  this  money  should  be  used  to  improve  life  on 
Earth  instead.  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  129 

095 

*••££ 

There  are  many  ways  to  relieve  stress.  Some  people  read, 
others  do  exercises,  and  still  others  work  around  ther 
homes.  Which  way  would  you  prefer  to  relieve  stress?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  130 

096 

•••££ 

•   •   • 

097 

Teachers'  pay  should  depend  on  how  successfufly  their 
students  learn.  Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  or  not?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  79 

••••£ 

098 
ttir-trtrtr 

Imagine  that  you  could  send  to  an  international  exhibition 
one  thing  that  represents  your  country.  What  would  you 
send,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  230 

You  are  at  a  university  where  two  students  must  share  each 
dormitory  room.  Would  you  prefer  to  select  your  own 
roommate,  or  let  the  university  assign  a  roommate  to  you? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  131 

099 

•*•££ 

• 
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100 

Do  you  think  governments  should  spend  large  amounts  of 
money  to  buy  or  develop  computer  technology ,  or  should 
that  money  be  spent  for  other,  basic  purposes?  Which  one 
of  these  options  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  132 

•   •   •   • 

Some  people  prefer  doing  work  with  machines,  whereas 
other  people  prefer  working  with  their  hands.  Which  do  you 
think  is  better?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  133 

101 

*x**w 

Some  people  think  that  schools  should  allow  students  to 
evaluate  teachers.  Do  you  support  or  oppose  that  opinion? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  80 

102 

••••in* 

103 

What  is  the  quality  (intel'gence,  honesty,  etc.)  that  you 
consider  most  important  to  making  a  person  a  success  in 
life?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer.  You  may  choose  qualities  other  than  those 
mentioned  r  the  prompt 

Type  3 

p.  179 

104 

Which  group  do  you  think  contributes  more  of  value  to 
society;  artists  or  scientists?  Compare  the  contributions  of 
each  group.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
youranswer. 

Type  4 

p.  209 

105 

Students  at  a  university  may  choose  to  live  in  dormitories 
on  campus,  and  in  apartments  in  town.  Compare  the 
advantages  of  each  plan.  Which  do  you  think  is  better? 
Use  specific  reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Type  4 

p.  210 

Imagine  that  you  must  travel  40  mies  (64  km)  from  your 
home  to  another  place.  Compare  various  kinds  of 
transportation  could  you  use,  and  which  would  you  select 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  211 

106 

107 

Some  people  think  that  all  students  should  be  able  to 
attend  a  college  or  university.  Other  people  think  that  only 

good  students  shou Id  be  able  to  do  so.  Discuss  these 
opinions.  Which  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  134 

• 
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Is  it  better  to  leam  about  life  through  your  own  experience, 
or  through  advice  from  friends  and  family?  Compare  the 
advantages  of  these  two  options,  and  which  would  you 
prefer?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  212 

108 

•*•£# 

Imagine  that  you  have  to  move  to  another  country.  Do  you 
think  it  is  better  to  keep  your  own  customs,  or  to  adopt  the 
new  country' s  customs?  Why?  Compare  these  two 
options.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain 
your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  213 

109 

•••££ 

Some  people  prefer  to  spend  most  of  their  time  with 
friends.  Other  people  prefer  to  be  alone  most  of  the  time. 
Which  way  of  life  do  you  prefer?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
support  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  135 

110 

****•& 

•   •   • 

111 

Which  way  do  you  prefer  to  spend  time:  with  a  small 
number  of  close  friends,  a  with  many  friends?  Compare 
these  two  options.  Use  specific  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  4 

p.  214 

••£#£ 

Should  children  spend  most  of  their  time  at  play,  or  should 
they  start  going  to  school  as  early  as  possible?  Compare 
these  two  choices.  Which  do  you  support,  and  why?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  215 

112 

*•■*-*■  ■6-A' 

•   •  •   • 

Imaghe  that  the  government  intends  to  build  a  new 
university.  Would  your  town  be  a  good  place  to  build  the 
university?  Why,  or  why  not?  Compare  the  advantages  with 
the  disadvantages  of  having  a  new  university  in  your  town. 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  216 

113 

•••■&£ 

Do  you  think  young  adults  are  influenced  more  by  their 
friends  or  by  their  family?  Which  view  do  you  support?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  2 

p.  136 

114 

••<r£-fr 

Do  you  think  it  is  better  to  make  plans  in  detail  for  activities 
in  your  leisure  time,  or  leave  free  time  unplanned? 
Compare  these  two  views.  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  217 

IIS 

•••*£ 

TOEFL  Writing   253 


Frequency                    A  Ust  of  185  Essay  Topics                   Category    Page       Distribution 

In  your  opinion,  which  is  best  to  learn  by  doing  things,  by 
talking  about  them,  or  by  listening  to  other  people  talk  about 
them?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Type  2 

p.  137 

116 

•••£# 

•   •   •  • 

117 

Which  kind  of  friend  do  you  prefer,  someone  who  is  much 
like  you,  or  someone  who  is  different  from  you?  Why? 
Compare  the  advantages  of  having  these  two  kinds  of 
friends. 

Type  4 

p.  218 

****-& 

118 

Some  people  enjoy  fresh  experiences  and  change  in  their 
Sves.  Other  people  prefer  what  they  already  know,  and  do 
not  like  changes  in  their  lives.  Compare  these  two  attitudes. 
Which  do  you  favor,  and  why? 

Type  4 

p.  219 

*•*££ 

People  behave  h  different  ways  when  toey  wear  different 
clothes.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  wih  that  viewpoint? 
Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  81 

119 

***"&■& 

•   •   • 

One  can  make  decisions  quickly,  or  after  thinking  long  and 
carefuly.  Some  people  say  it  is  always  wrong  to  make  a 
decision  quickly.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  view? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  support  your 
answer. 

Typel 

p.  82 

120 

•*••£ 

Some  people  think  first  jnpressions  of  an  individual's 
character  are  usually  correct  Other  people  hesitate  to 
judge  a  person  on  first  meeting  him  or  her,  because  they 
think  first  impressions  are  misleading.  Compare  these  two 
options.  What  view  do  you  support?  Use  specific  examples 
and  reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Type  4 

p.  220 

121 

••&#£ 

"People  always  want  more  than  what  they  have  already,  or 
something  new  and  different  They  are  never  satisfied  with 
what  they  have  akeady."  Do  you  agree  with  this  statement 
or  not?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  83 

122 

***•■& 
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We  should  read  only  books  that  are  about  actual  persons 
and  events,  a  proven  facts.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  84 

123 

****■& 

Literature  and  history  are  more  important  subjects  for 
students  than  mathematics  and  science.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  85 

124 

kkkiik 

Courses  in  music  and  art  should  be  required  for  students  in 
high  school.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  that  idea?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  86 

125 

irk*** 

126 

Older  people  have  nothing  to  team  from  the  young.  Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  87 

Reading  fiction,  such  as  short  stories  and  novels,  is  more 
fun  than  watching  motion  pictures.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  view?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support yourview. 

Typel 

p.  88 

127 

kkkirir 

•   •   •   • 

Some  people  think  students  should  spend  the  whole  day 
at  school  on  their  studies.  Other  people  think  physical 
exercise  should  be  required  for  part  of  each  school  day. 
Which  view  do  you  favor?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  138 

128 

•••£* 

A  university  intends  to  start  a  new  research  institution  in 
your  country.  It  might  be  either  for  research  in  business  or 
for  farming  (agriculture).  Which  of  these  would  you 
recommend,  and  why?  Provide  specific  reasons  for  your 
choice. 

Type  2 

p.  139 

129 

***-&# 

•   • 

Some  young  children  spend  much  time  playing  sports. 
What  are  the  positive  and  negative  aspects  of  this 
practice?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
yourview. 

Type  3 

p.  180 

130 

•••£# 
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131 
irttirtrtt 

The  only  successful  person  is  someone  who  makes  large 
amounts  of  money.  Do  you  agree  with  that  opinion,  or  not? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  89 

• 

132 

Imaghe  that  you  could  invent  a  new  device  or  product, 
what  would  you  invent?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  explain  why  this  product  is  important 

Type  5 

p.  231 

• 

Childhood,  or  the  period  between  birth  and  age  12,  s  the 
most  important  part  of  an  individual' s  life.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 

Typel 

p.  90 

133 

*••#£ 

•  *   • 

As  soon  as  children  can  help  with  work  around  the  house, 
they  should  be  required  to  do  so.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support 
your  view. 

Typel 

p.  91 

134 

-kirkirtt 

Should  high  schools  require  all  students  to  wear  uniforms, 
or  should  high  schools  let  students  decide  what  they  will 
wear  to  school?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  140 

135 

•••** 

136 

You  can  enjoy  playing  a  game  only  if  you  win.  Do  you 
agree,  or  not?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  92 

117 

High  schools  should  let  students  choose  the  subjeds  that 
they  want  to  study.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  93 

****■& 

•   • 

138 

Being  a  member  of  a  group  is  preferable  to  being  the 
group's  leader.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  94 

• 

In  your  opinion,  which  room  n  a  house  is  the  most 
important?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  181 

139 

•••££ 

•    •   • 
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140 
[New] 

Many  products  (clothing,  chars,  etcetera)  can  be  made  by 
machine  or  by  hand.  Do  you  prefer  hand-made  or 
machine-made  products?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  141 

141 

Imagine  that  you  could  make  one  big  change  in  a  school 
that  you  attended.  What  would  that  change  be?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  5 

p.  232 

•   • 

A  gift  (such  as  sports  equipment,  a  musical  instrument,  et 
cetera)  can  help  a  child  develop.  Which  gift  would  you  give 
a  chid  to  help  him  or  her  develop?  Why?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  182 

142 

••*•-& 

Should  students  have  one  long  vacation  each  year,  or 
several  brief  vacations?  Which  policy  do  you  favor?  Use 
specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  142 

143 

*•*&£ 

Which  do  you  think  makes  a  better  place  to  live:  a  modem 
apartment  or  a  traditional  home?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  143 

144 

*••*£ 

145 

Does  advertising  help  us  by  bringing  new  and  useful 
products  to  our  attention,  or  does  advertising  urge  us  to  buy 
more  than  we  really  need?  Which  opinion  do  you  support? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  144 

*•&££ 

Would  you  rather  spend  your  leisure  time  indoors  or 
outdoors?  Which  would  you  select?  Why?  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  2 

p.  145 

146 

*••££ 

Someone  has  given  your  school  a  large  amount  of  money 
as  a  gift  How  do  you  think  the  school  could  spend  the 
money  best?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  183 

147 

•••£■£ 

•   •   • 

We  leam  much  about  life  by  playing  games.  Do  you  agree 
or  disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
details  to  explain  your  answer. 

Typel 

p.  95 

148 

+++&& 
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If  you  were  given  some  land  to  use  as  you  desire,  then 
how  would  you  use  i?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples 
to  support  your  view. 

Type  5 

p.  233 

149 

•••££ 

150 
[New] 

Watching  television  is  a  haimful  influence  on  children.  Do 
you  agree  or  disagree?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  96 

Which  animal  in  your  country  is  most  important?  Why? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  184 

151 

••••frfc 

152 

Major  natural  resources  like  forests  and  fresh  water  are 
being  lost  in  many  countries.  Select  one  resource  that  is 
being  lost  and  explain  why  we  must  save  it  Use  specific 
reasons  arid  examples  to  support  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  185 

•    • 

A  zoo  serves  no  practical  purpose.  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  that  statement?  Use  specific  reasons  and 
examples  to  support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  97 

153 

•••££ 

•    •    «    • 

Some  countries  have  banned  smoking  in  public  places 
and  office  buildings.  What  is  your  point  of  view  regarding 
that  policy?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain 
your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  186 

154 

•••££ 

•   •   •   • 

Plants  supply  us  with  many  important  things,  from  food  to 
medication.  Select  one  kind  of  plant  and  explain  why  it  >s 
important  to  you  or  people  in  your  country.  Use  specific 
reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  187 

155 

*••#* 

If  you  have  an  opportunly  to  spend  two  weeks  in  a  foreign 
country,  which  country  would  you  choose  to  visit  and  why? 
Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to  explain  your  choice. 

Type  5 

p.  234 

156 

■*••*•■*•  vvvv 

• 

Would  you  prefer  to  study  at  a  traditional  school,  or  at 
home,  using  computers  and  television  to  make  your  home 
a  "classroom"?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  146 

157 

•••#6 

• 
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158 

Do  you  think  we  should  give  special  attention  to  the 
opinions  of  famous  people  such  as  athletes,  movie  stars, 
and  musicians?  Why,  or  why  not?  Use  specific  reasons 
and  examples  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  188 
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The  world  changed  greatly  h  the  20th  century.  What  do 
you  consider  one  important  change  that  occurred  in  the 
20th  century?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  189 

159 
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•  • 

When  you  have  to  complain  about  a  product,  do  you  think 
it  is  better  to  write  a  letter  of  complaint  or  to  make  your 
complaint  in  person?  Use  specific  reasons  and  examples 
to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  147 

160 
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People  who  receive  special  gifts  remember  them  long 
afterward.  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  190 

161 
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Do  you  think  some  famous  entertainers  and  athletes 
deserve  to  receive  millions  of  dollars  per  year  in  salaries? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  191 

162 
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Is  literacy,  the  ability  to  read  and  write,  more  important  now 
than  it  used  to  be?  Why,  a  why  not?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  192 

163 
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There  are  many  different  ways  to  maintain  good  health. 
What  do  you  do  to  keep  yourself  healthy?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  193 
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165 

You  have  chosen  to  spend  several  hours  each  month 
doing  something  to  benefit  your  community.  What  is  one 
thing  you  would  do,  and  why?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  194 
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Adults  are  treated  differently  from  children.  Which  events, 
such  as  ceremonies  or  customs,  make  ine  difference 
between  a  child  and  an  adult?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  view. 

Type  3 

p.  195 

166 
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Your  school  has  enough  money  to  buy  either  books  for  Is 
library  a  computers  for  its  students.  Do  you  think  the 
school  should  buy  computers  or  books?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  148 

167 
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Why  do  you  think  many  students  choose  to  attend  schools 
or  universities  abroad,  outside  their  own  countries?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  196 

168 
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169 

People  listen  to  muse  on  many  different  occasions  and  for 
many  different  reasons.  Why  do  you  think  muse  is 
important  in  our  lives?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons 
to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  197 

Organizations  and  groups  play  an  important  part  in  many 
people's  lives.  Why  do  so  many  people  consider  groups 
and  organizations  important?  Use  specific  examples  and 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  198 

170 
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Imagine  that  you  must  be  away  from  home  for  one  year  on 
travel.  Besides  clothing  and  other  essential  terns,  you  can 
take  one  extra  thing  with  you.  What  would  that  thing  be? 
Why?  Use  specie  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
choice. 

Type  5 

p.  235 
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172 

How  can  schools  help  students  handle  problems  that  the 
students  face  when  they  move  to  new  schools?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  199 

Some  people  believe  that  it  harms  a  friendship  when  one 
borrows  money  from  a  friend.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  this  opinion?  Why?  Use  specific  reasons  and  detais  to 
support  your  view. 

Typel 

p.  98 
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Each  new  generation  of  people  dffiers  somehow  from 
earlier  generations.  How  does  your  generation  differ  from 
the  previous  (your  parents' )  generation?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  200 
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Do  you  prefer  classes  where  teachers  do  all  the  talking,  or 
where  students  are  allowed  to  speak  too?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  149 

175 
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People  observe  holidays  to  honor  certain  events  or 
persons.  Imagine  you  could  invent  a  new  hoiday.  Which 
event  or  person  would  it  honor,  and  how  would  you  like  to 
have  people  observe  the  holiday?  Use  specific  reasons  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  5 

p.  236 

176 
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Imagine  that  a  friend  of  yours  has  been  given  a  sum  of 
money  and  plans  to  spend  it  al  either  to  buy  an 
automobile,  or  to  take  a  vacation.  If  your  friend  asked  you 
for  advice,  what  would  you  say?  Compare  these  two 
options  and  explain  which  one  you  think  is  better  for  your 
friend.  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

Type  4 

p.  221 

177 
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Now  that  we  have  entered  the  21st  century,  what  are  some 
changes  that  you  expect  to  see  in  the  new  century?  Use 
specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  201 
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In  your  opinion,  what  are  some  qualities  needed  to  be  a 
good  parent?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  202 
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Why  do  you  think  movies  are  popular  all  around  the  world? 
Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your 
opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  203 

Which  do  you  think  would  be  the  better  policy  in  your 
country:  to  develop  land  for  houses  and  business,  or  to 
leave  the  land  undeveloped  and  natural?  Use  specific 
reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  150 
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Some  people  are  very  fond  of  their  pets  and  treat  their  pets 
almost  as  family  members.  Do  you  approve  or  disapprove 
of  this  kind  of  relationship  with  pets?  Why?  Use  specific 
examples  and  reasons  to  explain  your  opinion. 

Type  3 

p.  204 
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Motion  pictures  reveal  much  about  the  countries  where 
they  were  made.  What  can  you  learn  about  a  country  by 
watching  its  motion  pictures?  Use  specific  examples  to 
explain  your  answer. 

Type  3 

p.  205 

183 
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Do  you  prefer  to  study  alone,  or  as  part  of  a  group  of 
students?  Why?  Use  specific  examples  and  reasons  to 
explain  your  opinion. 

Type  2 

p.  151 

184 
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Imagine  you  had  enough  money  to  buy  either  a  business 
or  a  home.  Which  would  you  prefer  to  buy?  Use  specific 
reasons  to  explain  your  preference. 

Type  2 

p.  152 
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Learning  English  composition  requires  a  rigorous  practice  of  both  reading  and 
writing.  But  this  practice  must  not  be  unstructured  and  aimJess:  you  have  got  to 
follow  a  well-structured  learning  program.  This  book  guides  you  on  the  basic 
organization  of  an  essay  and  provides  a  plethora  of  writing  topics.  You  get  to 
know  what  a  writing  strategy  is  all  about,  what  are  transitional  expressions,  and 
what  are  the  six  levels  to  which  essays  are  graded.  A  table  is  given  with  185  essay 
topics  arranged  under  the  five  categories,  along  with  their  frequency  of 
appearance  in  tests.  A  sample  essay  is  given  for  each  of  the  185  topics — these 
185  essays  show  you  the  way  you  should  write  essays  in  English.  This  book 
would  be  of  immense  help  to  all  candidates  for  TOEFL  and  IELTS. 
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